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q PROVERBS il. 4, 5. 

p If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as 
for hid treasure ; then shalt thou understand. the fear 
q of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. 

q IN every message and-command of hea- 
1 


+ ‘ven to men, their improvement and happiness 
are obviously designed. Pursuant to this de- 
= sign, a plan of redemption was intimated to 
) _ the first offending pair, and gradually disclos- - 
9 ed, during the patriarchal, Mosaick, and pro- 
" phetick ages, till the ‘‘ sun of righteousness 
_ arose with healing in his beams ;” and the 
meridian light of gospel grace burst upon a be- 
nighted world. . ‘*,When the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth his son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem. 
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them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adaption of sons.” ‘Thus ‘ be- 


gotten toa lively hope,” we are furnished, at . 


the same time, with ample instructions to form 
us to virtue and glory, Do we inquire 
‘“ what we must do to be saved ?”” Evangel. 
, ical faith, ‘repentafice, and obedience are de- 
fined and enforced, in reply. Would we as- 
certain how these essential qualifications are 
to be acquired and increased? All needful in- 
formation is given in the various passages of 
Seripture, which prescribe means adapted to 
the purpose. ‘Of this import are the repeated 


injunctions to “consider our ways ;”’ to “‘ be. 


‘Instant in prayer ;’’ to ‘‘ keep the sabbath and 
reverence the sanctuary ;”’ to hear and read 
the word; to “bridle our tongues,” with 
many others that might be mentioned. Of 
this import are the more general and figurative 
addresses, which, by allusions to sublunary 
affairs, exhibit and recommend, in the aggre. 
gate, all the methods suggested by reason, or 
authorized by revelation, to facilitate the choice 





the manifest intention of the inspired preache? 
of Israel, when he says, ‘* My son, if thou 
wilt receive my words, and hide my com. 

mandments with thee ; so that thou incline 
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thine ear. unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to 
understanding ;- if. thou seekest her as silver, 
and searchest for her as for hid-treasure ; then 
shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and 
find'the knowledge of God.’? 

To “ understand the fear of the Lord, and 
find the knowledge.of God,’ are expressions 
which need.no comment.. Like those in the 
preceding grades of the climax, they evidently 
denote the spirit and character of true religion. 
Here then, the'spirit and character of true re- 
ligion are presented to: the mind; as objects 
to be sought and obtained, in‘ a manner per-’ 
fectly analagous to that, in. which we seek and 
obtain temporal good ;° that is, by the diligent 
use of proper meanis.. 

As this discourse is intended to call atten- 
tion to the subject: of religious means at large, 
and to prepare the way for others more in de- 
tail, their nature, tendency, and result may 
profitably employ our meditations. 

- jl. Tony one, who is conversant with 
the sacred pages, ‘it will be apparent, that two 
kinds of duties‘are there enjoined ; and that 
these duties, though ultimately tending to the 
same point, are perfectly distinct in their na- 
ture and ends. Of the first class, the Christian 
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characteris the proximate object ; of the last, 
the .christian inheritance. By confounding 
these objects together, some are betrayed into 
an undue’ estimation of imstrumental obser- 
vances, while others are led to depreciate and 
decry them,,as ‘‘ nothing worth.”? Now the 
antidote. to both these mistakes is carefully to 
discriminate between the means of religion, 
and religion itself. Are you inclined to place 
the whole of your moral obligations in the 
** forms of godiiness,’’ and to imagine, that in 
them consists.a compliance with the terms of 
salyation? ‘Lhis discrimination will teach you, 
that. the. exercises which they. impose, are, at f 
best, but preludes and helps to conversion and } 
sanctification, and can be no further beneficial > 
Mhan.they excite devout affections. of heart, @ 
and. induce virtuous habits of life. ..Do you 
yerge. to. the opposite extreme, and suspect the 
means of religion to be useless and criminal, 
except when resorted to.in a believing, peni- i. 
tent frame of mind ? The same discrimination 
will apprise you, that a believing, penitent 
frame of mind is the identical attainment to 
which they are directed ; that to seek it, ne- 
cessarily involyes, the idea of present destitu- 
tion; and therefore, that this theory inverts 
the order of nature, as well as the injunction 
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of grace, and constructively requires us, not-to 
ask, that we may receive, but to receive, that. 
we may ask! Driven from this untenable 
ground, you wil! perceive, on impartial exam- 
ination, that attention to means, though ‘it does 
not include the temper of the gospel, is never- 
theless. calculated to imspire it; and, in this 
view, isa duty, at once incumbent on man, 
and acceptable to God. 
That this is a correct statement of the case, 
is evident, not only from) the contents, but 
from the very existence,-of the bibles Why 
is this holy book put into the hands” of *sinful 
men, but that by the perusal~and contempla- 
tion of its interesting instructions, they may 
be ‘* born again, not of corruptible seed, but 
of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth forever ???' All the doctrines 
and precepts of inspiration imply the necessity 
nd authorize the use of means. In what 
other way can we yield: a voluntary assent and 
obedience ? ‘* How shall we believe in him 
of whom we have not heard ? and. how shall 
we hear without a preacher?’ So then, faith 
cometh by erarthg, and hearing by the rea 
of God.” © 
We are so, constituted by the great ilies 
of our being, as to be incapable of any attain- 
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ment whatever, without recourse to means. 
In every conceivable instance, preparatory steps 
are to be taken. Needful information is to be 
gained, native reluctance to be overcome, and 
efficient motives to be called into action, be- 
fore we can proceed with alacrity or advan- 
tage, in the most common transactions of life. 
Do we aspire to opulence ? How much ar- 
rangement and labour must precede the acqui- 
sition ! Nor are intellectual and moral im- 


provements exempt from this general law of — 


our nature. Excepting those only, which 
are prompted by natural instinct or impetuous 
passion, the human mind imbibes no disposi- 
tions, forms no opinions, and arrives at no 
conclusions, but by the previous exertion of 
its powers. Ask the man of science, and he 
will tell you, that beside'the painful and per- 
severing study, which must always be the 

of imereasing knowledge, neither 
‘time nor relish for the requisite application can 
be commanded without constant vigilance, 
self denial, and resolution. Is religion then, 
alone to be acquired and practised independent 
of our personalendeavours ? No: As inse- 
cular, so in spiritual concerns, ‘‘ whatsoever 
aman soweth, that shall he also reap.”? In 
secular concerns, every one feels that activity 
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and enterprize are indispensable to the accome 
plishment of his wishes: But spiritual objects, 
being more abstract and foreign to the senses, 
are liable to be viewed in a different light, as 
the immediate gifts of God. This, however, 
is a distinction no where to be found in the 
scriptures. ‘They declare that “every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above ;’? 
nor do they more frequently, or more explicit- 
ly ascribe religious attainments to the agency 
of heaven, than earthly possessions. If, there- 
fore, we discard means in the first case, rea- 
son and consistency require us to reject them 
in the last. But should we not, with one 
voice, pronounce that man delirious, who 
would make no exertions to provide for his 
safety and support, because he reads, *“ the 
Lord upholdeth all that fall; . raiseth up those 
that be bowed down ; and giveth meat in due 
season.”’ 

The fact is, that the means of religion bear 
the same relation to their appropriate end, as do. 
the means of worldly prosperity and wealth. 
This I need not prove; for the differences, 
which exist among christians on the subject, 
are rather speculations of the head,, than senti- 
ments of the heart. In practice all agree, 
The awakened sinner, whatever may have 
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been his theory, scruples not to ‘‘ frame. his 
doings to turn unto the Lord.’? Convinced 
of the guilt and danger of his condition ; anx- 
ious to escape ‘‘ the wrath to come, and ob- 
tain the glory and happiness in reversion. for 
the faithful, he would fain ‘‘ flee for refuge and 
lay-hold on the hope set before him.’? Under 
these impressions, though as yet the scales 
have not fallen from his eyes, ‘‘ behold he 
prayeth.’? Whilst he asks counsel and assist- 
ance from above, he reads, hears, meditates, 
and converses. on the important topick which 
has.seized and. absorbed..his attention. Nor 
is he apt. to mistake the nature of these exer- 
cises. If left. to follow the directions of divine 
truth, unperplexed by metaphysical. subtilties, 
far from conceiving them to be all that. ‘‘ the 
Lord his God requireth of him,” or. suspecting 
that they tend only to increase his criminality 
and wretchedness, he readily assigns them the 
same rank in regard to religion, which indus- 
try holds in the prosecution of earthly blessings. 
Persuaded by this analogy that constant. cir- 
cumspection and zeal are absolutely necessary 
to his amendment and salvation, ‘ he gives 
all diligence to make his calling and election 
sure ;”? suffers neither the calls of business, 
nor the ayocations of pleasure to turn him 
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aside ; and-with anardour similar to that, with 
which silver is sought, and hid treasure ex- 
plored, “ labours. not for the meat that per- 
isheth, but for that meat, which endureth unto 
everlasting life.” 

Should it be objected here, that to be dm 
desirous of embracing the overtures of mercy 
is in fact conversion, it is obvious to reply, 
that this objection is grounded on the supposi- 
tion, that moral goodness consists exclusively in 
volition. Were.this true, it would follow that 
every one is precisely as devout and virtuous 
as he wishes to be; that.good men may arrive 
at sinless perfection by a simple act of the 
will ; and consequently that means are useless 
even to them. But do not good men habitu- 
ally wish and strive for. degrees of holiness far 
beyond their highest attainments ?_ If not, 
why does Paul exclaim, ‘‘ O wretched man 
that I'am, who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death ???, What can he mean, when he 
speaks of ‘‘-a law in his members, warring 
against the law of his mind ;” and affirms, 
‘* to will is present with me, bot to perform 
that which is good I find not.” 

There is no person, regenerate or unregen- 
erate, accustomed to observe what passes with- 
in himself, who has not sometimes been con- 
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scious. of indulging passions, which he. knew 
at the moment to be sinful, and sincerely. wish, 
ed to. banish from his heart; yet found the 
wish irapracticable but by strenuous and re- 
peated struggles. Now to inspire the same 
convictions relative to every thing inconsistént 


_~ ‘with our obligations both te God and: man ; 


and to stimulate. our efforts to ‘* cease to do 
evil, and: learn to. do well,’ the means of re- 
ligion are graciously designed, 

2. This leads us, as proposed in the se- 
cond place, to consider their tendency. 

The human character is commonly, if not 
invariably, formed by a gradual progress. Ail 
antecedent thoughts and actions have an influ- 
ence on the subsequent disposition. and man- 
ners. Whatever be the course which. we now 
take, it imperceptibly conciliates the affections, 
and accommodates the taste and: inclination to 
its demands. Habit. is more frequently the 
cause, than the effect, of deep rooted principle. 
Unreflecting deviations from the path of recti- 
tude are often known to generate sentiments 
and views, from which their fondest votaries, 
before they were hackneyed in the ways of in- 
iquity, would have recoiled with horrour. 
May we not conclude, by parity of reason, 
that a constant familiarity with instructions and 
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examples of piety and virtue is adapted to at- 
tach the mind to goodness ? On this ground, 
an eminent divine of the last century * insists, 
that the secular arm ought to enforce the ob- 
servance, and punish the neglect, of the exter- 
nal duties of religion. ‘‘ For,” says he, 
‘“ though it be true that the smner, who ab- 
stains from vice or immorality, merely out of 
the fear of temporal punishment, cannot be said 
to act upon a religious principle in so doing, 
or to render an acceptable service to God ; 
yet we must consider not only the immediate 
influence which punishments have, but the 
consequences which they are naturally apt to 
produce. If you keep a smner from vice 
through fear at first, it will by degrees grow 
habitual to him to do well ; his relish for vice 
will abate ; anc by the length of practice, he 
will come to take pleasure in viftue ; and 
whenever this change is effected, the man is 
truly religious: For what isa religious dis- 
position, unless this, to take pleasure in doing 
well? ‘This happy change often proceeds from 
less happy beginnings. We see in. children 
every day that their propensity to some vices 
is graduaily removed by. the watchful eye and 
* Bishop Sherleck, 
B 
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hand of'a ‘good parent; and.we may observe 
thic same effect in men from like causes.” 

This opinion has obtained, at’ least, the 
practical suffrage of mankind in every age. 
We accordingly find that all wise and devout 
householders, from Abraham, the father of the 
faithful, to our own times, have been solicit- 
ous to shield the souls committed to their care, 
from the contagion of profligate associates and 
customs ; and to enure them to an early and 
uniform attendance on the means of religious 
improvement. ‘We find too, that the laws of 
every christian country require a visible re- 
spect to gospel institutions. If then a reluc- 
tant and constrained attention be capable of 
meliorating the heart and life, how much more 
efficacious must be the influence of that which 
is voluntary ; prompted by a desire, however 
imperfect, to Know and do the willof our 
heavenly father ? 

When we would excite any with whom 
we are cohnected to a change of conduct, in 
whatever respect, we consider it an important 
point, and a favourable omen to obtain a can- 
did hearing. If they will so far dismiss their 
prepossessions as to listen impartially to the 
arguments and motives which we offer, and 
seriously ponder them in their hearts, we enter- 
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tain hopes of success; and, in many cases, 
we fully realize these hopes in. the event, 
Where is the christian, who has_ never adopt- 
ed measures of this. kind with the view, and 
expectation of reclaiming the negligent and 
thoughtless from the errour of their ways ? 
On the same principle, to be conyersant with 
the character, word, and ordinances of God, 
by inducing the habit of reflection and 
sobriety, tends to superadd a_ taste and. relish 
for moral excellence. By such exercises the 
mind is detached from the, fleeting interests, of 
the body, and fixed.on. the. momentous. con- 
cerns of the soul.. The circumstances of our 
being, as “‘ strangers on the earth,”’ and can- 
didates for eternity, are called into view; and 
the strongest imcentives to ‘‘ lay up in store 
for ourselves a good foundation against the 
time to come,’.are suggested and pressed 
home to the heart. Penetrated with a deep 
sense of our duty and destination, we are. con- 
vinced of the necessity and advantage of accept- - 
ance with God ; and impelled by that instinc. 
tive dread of misery and desire of happiness, 
which are wisely, implanted in every: human 
breast, to exert..our utmost abilities to be 
‘« cleansed .from all filthiness. of flesh and spi- 


rit.”?. These powerful springs of action are 


16 


unequivocally addressed and authorized in all 
the’ threatenings and promises ef inspiration ; 
and, therefore, however defective, when 
brought to the test of evangelical perfection, 
are certamly innocent. Precisely the same 
motives are designated by the exhortation to 
seek religion ‘‘ as silver and search for her as 
for hid treasure.” Our Saviour accordingly 
invites us to “‘ learn of him,’’ and asserts the 
condition of those, who are attentive to his in- 
structions, to be far more hopeful and promis- 
ing on that aecount. To the scribe, whose 
discreet answers evinced the docility of his 
mind, lie declares, ‘‘ ‘Thou art not far from the 
kingdom of God ;” words which can intend 
nothing less, than that, by his inquiries after 
truth and duty, he had already made consider- 
able approaches towards the christian charac- 
ter, and obtained a brightening prospect of 
effectual conversion. 

The offending child, who hearkens to the 
«admonitions of an injured parent ; or, in re- 
tirement, considers the pernicious effects of 
his disobedience ; and sensible, not only of the 
disgrace and misery to which he is exposed, 
but of the many advantages to be derived from 
an. opposite conduct, endeavours to reason him- 
self into a more submissive and affectionate 
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frame, does not yet possess the temper, nor 
perform the duties. of filial piety. But does he 
not take a step which.encourages the hope of 
his reformation, and gives pleasure to.all whe 
wish it? What parent would be dissatisfied 
with these auspicious beginnings ? Rather let 
me ask, what parent would neglect to cherish 
and assist their, progress ? “ If ye then, being 
evil know how te. give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your heayenly 
father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him ?”?, With this divine argument before you, 


can you suspect that the God.of all grace wall 


spurn the returning prodigal. from, his pri 
because he is destitute of that; holiness which 


he implores and seeks ?.. Can you doubt, a mo- 
ment, whether he will behold.him, with an eye 
of compassion ; and, ‘* while he is yet a great 
way off,” reach forth the helping hand. to aid 
and accellerate his approach ? If there be ‘‘ joy 
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more 
than over ninety and nine just persons,who need. 
no repentance,”? there must be a disposition in 
heaven to give energy and effect. to. measures- 
preparatory to this exercise ; and to adopt and 
pursue these measures must afford a rational 
and scriptural ground of trust in divine. merey,. 
B2 
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For although it is never to be forgotten, that as 
in the natural, so in the moral system, all events 
are subject to the control and government of 
Jehovah ; and that we are alike indebted to his 
guardian care and blessing for spiritual and 
temporal endowments, it is still to be remem- 
bered that ‘* he will yet for this be inquired of 
to do it for us.”. In this way, and in no other, 
he usually meets and accepts his degenerate 
offspring. 

Whether, therefore, we consider their op- 
eration on the springs of human action, or 
their instrumentality to prepare. the minds of 
men for the reception and improvement of the 
grace they need, the means of religion obvi- 
ously. lead to a happy result. 
~" “TYE "This result we are, thirdly, to dis- 
close. When we look around on that part of 
chistendom, which falls withm the compass of 
‘our observation, what description of persons 
are most frequently renewed in the spirit of 
their minds? Are they the heedless triflers, 
who scidom spend a thought on the solemn 
realities of eternity ; who deem it a burden 
even to hear,-much more to read and contem- 
plate moral and religious instruction? No 5 
they are the sober and regular attendants on 
the ‘sacred institutions of the gospel ; who 
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“ask the way to Zion with their faces thither 
ward ; watching daily at wisdom’s gates, and 
waiting at the posts of her doors.” 

That men are usually converted from. sin 
to holiness, in this manner, none, I think, will 
dispute. Some, however, may allege, as ex- 
ceptions to the general rule, that of those whe 
are equally sedulous in the use of means, 
‘one is taken and another left ;”? and that 
there are cases in which all these “ are passed 
by,”? whilst some notorious offender is sudden- 
ly arrested in his mad career, and ‘* brought 
out of darkness, into marvellous light.” But 
for ought we can tell, the person who wears the 
aspect of equal solicitude and zeal, may be.a 
mere formalist, confiding in externals for sal- 
vation ; or an artful hypocrite, employing 
them for no. better purpose than: to gain the 
confidence and applause of mortals. . Whilst 
the similar conduct.of the other may originate 
in a sincere desire to be ‘* delivered from the 
corruption that is in the world through lust, 
and made partaker of adivine nature.” Or 
perhaps both may _be real christians, and the 
contrast between them consist solely in. their 
diflerent degrees of assurance. So too, the 
person, who unexpectedly assumes the air and 
language of religion, may, after all, be an en- 
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thusiastick pretender, transported by the fer- 
your of animal affections, which will soon sub- 
side, and present him again to our view in his 
former character. Examples of this sort often 
occur, Admit, nevertheless, that he stands 
the test, and ‘‘ brings forth fruits meet for re- 
pentance ;”? 1s no account to be given of such 
a change without supposing it miraculous ? 
If an indolent man roused by the suffering and 
want, which he had brought upon himself, 
were instantly toalter his course, and, by econ- 
omy and exertion, to rival, or even to surpass 
his more industrious and opulent neighbours, 
should we once think of ascribing this altera- 
tion to a supernatural interposition of provi- 
dence in his behalf? Is it less probable that 
the abandoned sinner, when truly awakened, 
may so sensibly feel the guilt and misery of 
his state, as to be impelled to efforts, which, 
in concurrence with the established influences 
of the holy spirit, may greatly accelerate his 
conversion ? Do we not know by experience, 
that the length or shortness of the time in which 
all our attainments are made, depends much, 
under God, on the ardour with which they are 
sought. _ And are we not conscious, that this 
ardour is always proportionate to the sense we 
have of their necessity and worth ? 
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Hence, notwithstanding any appearances to 
the contrary, the cooperation of heaven may 
invariably correspond to the respective dili- 
gence, of individuals, in quest of ‘‘ the one 
thing needful :”? Notas a reward of debt, but 
of grace, free and unmerited grace ; that grace 
which, according to their different degrees of 
fidelity and zeal, will assign a more or less bril- 
liant crown to those who are finally found of 
their judge in peace. 

In worldly pursuits we are expressly ap- 
prized, that ‘ the race is not always to the 
swift nor the battle to the strong, neither yet 
bread to the wise, nor yet riches fo men of 
understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill.” 
But in spiritual concerns, “ of a truth God is 
no respecter of persons. Thus saith the Lord, 
I said not unto the seed of Jacob, seek ye me in 
vain.” The grounds of this difference are 
obvious. ‘Temporal disappointments may be 
needful and conducive to transfer our affec- 
tions from earth to heaven ; and in this light, 
though not ‘‘ joyous, but grievous for the pre- 
sent,”? may be inflicted in mercy. Yet what 
reason, comporting with the benevolence and 
equity of the divine character, can be assigned 
for rejecting the suit of any who aspires to a 
“* clean heart and a right spirit 2”? Other bles- 
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thusiastick pretender, transported by the fer- 
vour of animal affections, which will soon sub- 
side, and present him again to our view 1n his 
former character. Examples of this sort often 
occur. Admit, nevertheless, that he stands 
the test, and ‘‘ brings forth fruits meet for re- 
pentance ;” 1s no account to be given of such 
a change without supposing it miraculous ? 
If an indolent man roused by the suffering and 
want, which he had brought upon himself, 
were instantly toalter his course, and, by econ- 
omy and exertion, to rival, or even to surpass 
his more industrious and opulent neighbours, 
should we once think of ascribing this altera- 
tion to a supernatural interposition of provi- 
dence in his behalf? Is it less probable that 
the abandoned smner, when truly awakened, 
may so sensibly feel the guilt and misery of 
his state, as to be impelled to efforts, which, 
im concurrence with the established influences 
of the holy spirit, may greatly accelerate his 
conversion ? Do we not know by experience, 
that the length or shortness of the time in which 
all our attainments are made, depends much, 
under God, on the ardour with which they are 
sought. And are we not conscious, that this 


ardour 1s always proportionate to the sense we 
have of their necessity and worth ? 


Hence, notwithstanding any appearances to 
the contrary, the cooperation of heaven may 
invariably correspond to the respective dili- 
ecnce, of individuals, in quest of ‘* the one 
thing needful :*? Notas a reward of debt, but 
of grace, free and unmerited grace ; that grace 
which, according to their different degrees of 
fidelity and zeal, will assign a more or less bril- 
liant crown to those who are finally found of 
their judge in peace. 

In worldly pursuits we are expressly ap- 
prized, that ‘‘ the race is not always to the 
swift nor the battle to the strong, neither yet 
bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of 
understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill.” 
But in spiritual concerns, “‘ of a truth God is 
no respecter of persons. Thus saith the Lord, 
J said not unto the seed of Jacob, seck ye me in 
vain.”? ‘The grounds of this dificrence are 
Obv1i0OUs. {emporal disappointments may be 
neediul and coaducive to transfer our affec- 
tions from earth to heaven ; and in this light, 
—_ not ** joyous, but grievous for the pre- 
sent,’”? may be inflicted in mercy. Yet what 
reason, comporting with the benevolence and 
equity of the divine character, can be assigned 
for rejecting the suit of any who aspires to a 
** clean heart and a rm: it 2°? Other bles- 
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sings may be withheld from a kind regard to 
our ultimate and more durable happiness ;_ but 
this 1s a privation, yea the only privation which 
transforms existence itself mto the greatest of 
evils, and renders it *‘ better not to have been 
born.’? On this point, therefore, the scrip- 
tures are full and explicit. ‘ Draw migh to 
God, and he shall draw nigh to you.”? For 
as I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleas- 
ure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live. Turn ye, 
turn ye, from your evil ways, for why will ye 
die ? Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and ye 
shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you: for every one that asketh receiveth; and 
he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened.” 

These and other declarations of the same 
import, are constantly verified in fact. Every 
one, who has made the experiment can testify, 
that in proportion to the vigilance and activity 
with which he has sought to understand and 
perform his duty, he has been enabled to resist 
temptation, and go from strength to strength 
in the practice of religion and virtue. 

Were it, however, conceded, that for spe. 
cial reasons, God sometimes reclaims men in 
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a different way, the concession would not war- 
rant us to conclude ; that means are uscless or 
unsuccessful. A few in every age are permit- 
ted to inherit estates, for which they never la- 
boured: shall we therefore deny that ‘ the 
diligent hand maketh rich ?”? Ask your hearts, 
or let vour daily practice decide. It is still 
more certain, ‘‘ if thou seekest her as silver, 
and searchest for her as for hid treasure, that 
then shalt thou understand the fear oi the Lord 
and find the knowledge of God.” 

In reviewing this subject, we are led, 

1. Lo remark the wisdom and goodness of 
God in appointuwg a method for the recovery 
of apostate man, which 1s visibly adapted to 
his condition and capacities, and perfectiy anal- 
ogous to what reason dictates, and experience 
sanctions in all other cases. E.very argument 
that proves the necessity of vigilance and activ- 
ity for the advancement of our temporal inter- 
ests, demonstrates the utuity of means in quest 
of religious improvement ; and every objec- 
tion which can be brought agaist the one, lies 
with equal weight against the other. —_ Is it al- 
lewed that faith 1s the gift of God ? So are all 
the outward mercies which we seek and cujoy. 


' 
Is 


‘“ Both riches and honour come of him. It 
he that giveth power to get wealth.” Is it 
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alleged, that nothing that we can perform will 
render us disciples a Christ, unless the en- 
lightening and sanctifying influences of the 
holy spirit be afforded us ? Neither will the 
utmost care and toil, of which we are capable, 
defend us from the casualties, or insure to us 
the conveniences of this life, if divine co-opera- 
tion be withheld. ‘* Except the Lord build 
the house, they labour in vain that build it : 
Except the Lorc pay the city, rs watchman 


7 


waketh but in vain.’’ Is it alles ‘wed, that to be- 
lieve our exertions needful and ain mill- 
tates with the doctrine of free grace, and be- 
trays into self confidence ? This goes to prove 
it criminal to practise industry in pursuit of 
temporal prosperity. For God 1s the benefi- 
cent author of all our blessings ; and it is not 
less evidently a crime to refuse him the honour 
due to his name, on account of his providential 
goodness, than to withhold that which results 
irom his redeeming love. Are we then to i 

dulge a supine inattention to all our wants, 
and, w sthout once essaying to procure a supply, 
to expect miraculous relief from heaven ? ‘It 


is written thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God.” 
Equally absurd and ungrateful is the plea 


of mability. For, ‘* suppose the worst; that 
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we are utterly destitute of any supematural 
principle, and want that taste by which we 
should discern and abhor perverse things : yet 
surcly we are capable of some considerations 
which may be of force to persuade us to the 
reformation of our lives. If the imward de- 
formity and hateful nature of sin cannot effect 
us, atleast we may be affrighted by the dread- 
ful consequences that attend it. That same 
selfish principle, which pushes us forward to 
the pursuit of sinful pleasures, will make us 
loth to procure them at the rate of everlasting 
misery. ‘thus we may encounter self love 
with its Own Weapons, and employ one natural 
iclination for repressing the exorbitances of 
another. ’’* 

The degree of human depravity is a ques- 
tion, which, however decided, cannot materi- 
ally affect religious means. Its full extent is 
certainly known to an omniscient God. ‘The 
revimen which he has prescribed must, there- 
lore, be practicable in itself, and adapted to the 
niture of the disease. Can we conceive that 
he has ordained means, of which it is impossi- 
bie for us to avail ourselves with effect ; and 
vet holds us responsible and guilty for their 


* Scougal’s Life of God in the Seul of Man, p. 69, 70, = Phila. Edit. 
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alleged, that nothing that we can perform will 
render us disciples of Christ, unless the en- 
lightening’ and sanctifying influences of the 
holy spirit be afforded us? Neither will the 
utmost care and toil, of which we are capable, 
defend us from the casualties, or insure to us 
the-conveniences of this life, if divine co-opera- 
tion be withheld. ‘‘ Except the Lord build 
the house, they labour in vain that build it : 
Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain.” Is it alleged, that to be- 
liéve our exertions needful and salutary mili- 
tates with the doctrine of free grace, and be- 
trays into self confidence ? This goes to prove 
it criminal to practise industry in pursuit of 
temporal prosperity. For God is the benefi- 
cent author of all our blessings ; and it is not 
less evidently a crime to refuse him the honour 
due to his name, on account of his providential 
goodness, than to withhold that which results 
from his redeeming love. Are we then to in- 
dulge a supine inattention to all our wants, 
and, without once essaying to procure a supply, 
to'expect miraculous relief from heaven ? * It 
is written thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God.” 

Equally absurd and ungrateful is the plea 
of inability. For, ‘“‘ suppose the worst; that 












































we are utterly destitute of any supernatural 
principle, and want that-taste by which we 
_ should discern and abhor perverse things : yet 
surely we are capable of some considerations 
which may be of force to persuade us to the 
reformation of our lives. If the mward de- 
formity and hateful nature of sin cannot effect 
us, atleast we may beaffrighted by the dread- 
ful consequences that attend it. ‘That same 
selfish principle, which pushes us forward to 
the pursuit of sinful pleasures, will make us 
loth to procure them at the rate of everlasting 
misery. Thus, we may encounter self love 
with its own weapons, and employ one natural 
inclination for repressing the exorbitances. of 
another.’’* 

The degree of human depravity is.a ques- 
tion, which, however decided, cannot materi- 
ally affect religious means. Its full extent is 
certainly known to. an omniscient Ged. The 
regimen which he has prescribed must, there- 
fore, be practicable in itself, and adapted to the 
nature of the disease. Can we conceive that 
he has ordained means, of which it is-impossi- 
ble for us to avail ourselves with effect ; and 
yet holds us responsible and guilty for their 


i. Scouga's Life of God in the Soul of Man, p. 69, 70. Phila. Edit. 
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failure 2?) "The scriptures: represent him, as 
giving talents ‘‘ to every one according: to his 
several ability,” and invariably requiring ‘* ac- 
cording to that a man hath, and not according 
to thathe hath not.” Having:sent his son ‘‘ to 
seek and save that which was lost,’ he accom- 
‘modates his dealings and demands to our fallen 
state ; and encourages, succeeds, and accepts 
such feeble efforts for deliverance as our per- 
verted faculties willadmit. Without these ef- 
forts, we have nojust ground of hope. As 
well might we presume on a plentiful harvest, 
independent of all care to deposit seed and 
cherish its growth. If. we ‘‘hide our talents 
in the earth,’? can weiexpect a miracle to be 
the recompense of our sloth ? Or will it avail 
us to plead, that we believed the law giver and 
‘Judge of creation. ‘‘ an austere and hard master, 
reaping where he had not.sown, and: gathering 
where he had not strowed’’? Let us:not har- 
bour a sentiment so derogatory to the adorable 
majesty of the universe ; but convinced as 
well of his willingness and power to serve as 
of the absolute necessity of pardon and sancti- 
fication, let us surmount every doubt and dis- 
couragément ;, and impotent as we are, ‘work 
out our own salvation with fear and trembling ; 
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for it is God that worketh within us to will 
and to do.of-his good’ pleasure.” | 

2. We . infer, that the use, of religious 
means is no less innocent and.safe,,.than. obli- 
gatory... They tend, as we have seen,-to,call 
our minds from vanity and vice, and to pre-. 
pare’ us for the reception of. divine light and 
aid. Now in all othér cases, we scruple not 
to adopt and pursue. the measures which are 
evidently conducive, to ‘useful achievements. 
Their natural connexion with the end. propos- 
ed, is justly considered ,a clear iatimation of 
heaven, that they are Jawfuland right. - Can 
it then be an aggravation of the sinner’s guilt, 
to take the only. steps, which offer him the 
prospect of divine forgiveness, and. favour ? 
To say that he does not take these steps in the 
exercise of love and devotion to hig: maker, is 
but saying, in other words,. that heis yet des- 
titute of what he is commanded to seek, which, 
far from a valid objection, is precisely the rea- 
son, which binds him to strive for its attain- 
ment. However opposed to the authority and 
will of God, would lie commit an additional 
crime by inquiring into the grounds of this 
opposition ; by investigating the doctrines and 
precepts of christianity ; by receiving’the word 
with all readiness of mimd;”? and by “ search. 
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ing the scriptures daily whether these things 
were so ?’? For this conduct the ancient Bere- 
ans are commended by the sacred historian, as 
‘*« more noble than those in Thessalonica :”” and 
who does not feel the justice of the commend- 
ation ? As rational and accountable agents, 
what else could they have done with equal in- 
nocence and advantage ? In what other way 
could they have contributed so effectually to 
their conversion? The consequence of their 
attention to means is a sufficient answer to in- 
‘quiries. «¢ 'Therefore,’’ as we read in the words 
immediately following, ‘‘ therefore many of 
them believed.” * 

3. ‘The intrinsick excellence and impor- 
tance of religion suggest the strongest motives 
to-‘* go and do likewise. If,’’ said our blessed 
Lord to the woman of Samaria, “ if thou 
knewest the pift of God, and who it is that 
saith unto thee,Give me to drink, thou wouldst 
have asked of him, and he would have givea 
thee living waters.’’? Could we persuade man- 
' kind to realize, ‘‘ that godliness is profitable 
. unto all things, having promise of ‘the life that 
now is, and of that which isto come;’’ could 
we place ina true light the “‘joy and'peace of 
believing ;”’ could we communicate proper 
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sentiments ef the support and happiness to be 
derived from the testimony of an approving 
conseience, and the anticipation of future giory, 
none syrely would be indifferent to that good 
part which can never be taken away. - Adl 
_ “would importunately demand, ‘‘ what shall we 
do, that we may work the works of God ?” 
Direct your thoughts then to this ‘interesting 
subject. Contemplate the inestimable privi- 
lege of a restoration to the image and compla- 
cency of him, whose ** favour is life and, 
whose loving: kindness is better than life.” 
Call to mind that the ‘‘ world passes:iaway, and 
the lust thereof, whilst he that doth the will of 
God abideth forever.’? Antedate the ap- 
 proaching hour, when you shail stand on the 
_— verge of the eternal state ; and when the in- 
scription of vanity on every thing below the 
sun must be read and felt. Convinced that 
.|) then, at least, it will be the prayer of your 
_ heart, ‘let me die the-death of the righteous, 
_ and let my last end be like his, séek the Lord 
_ while he may be found, call upon him while he 
| is near.” 

This leads, 4.. Toremind you of the am- 
ple encouragement and assurance of success, 
with which you are furnished. “* God hath'a 
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tender regard to the souls of men, and is in- 
finitely desirous to promote their welfare. ~He 
hath: condescended to our weakness, and de- 
clared with an oath, that he hath no pleasure in 
‘our destruction. There is no such thing as 
despite or envy. lodged in the bosom of that 
ever blessed being, whose name and nature is 
love. He-created us at first, in a happy con- 
dition ; and now, when we have fallen from it,- 
he; hath laid help upon one that is mighty to 
save. Did not. the son of God come down 
from the bosom of his father, and pitch his 
tabernacle among the sons of men, that he 
might recover and propagate the divine life, 
and restore. the image of God in their souls ? 
All: the. mighty works which he performed ; 
all the’ sad afflictions which he sustained had 
this for their scope and design. — For this did 
jhe labour and toil.; for this did he bleed and 
die.”’* ~For this too, did he burst the bars of 
the™prave, “ascend on high, lead captivity 
captive, and receive gifts for men; yea, for 
the rebellious also, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them. Fear not, therefore ; for 
they that be with us are more than they that be 
against us.’? : Suffer no obstacle, however 
fotmidable in human appearance, to dishearten 
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you. . * Everyvone: that striveth for the mas- 
tery is temperate in all things.. ‘Now they: do 
it-to obtain a corruptible:crown, but. we an in- 
.corruptible.” » A useful: lesson may be‘learnt 
from the patience and resolution, with which 
the perishable possessions of time are pursued. 
For these, multitudes ‘* rise up’ early, sit up 
late, and eat the bread ‘of carefulness.”?’ No 
expedient is left untried, - which ‘offers ‘aid. to 
the favourite purpose. ‘Is it not unspeakably 
more important and.reasonable to be unwearied 
in prosecution of that ‘‘ inheritance which is 
incorruptible, undefiled, and fadeth not away ?” 
Content not yourselves, then, with a languid 
or partial application to the necessary means. 
Not only hear, but read the lively oracles of 
God : not only unite in the devotions of the 
sanctuary, but perform those also of the fami- 
ly and closet: not only consecrate the holy 
sabbath to religious meditations and exercises, 
but habitually guard your hearts, your lips, 
and your lives: For ‘‘ then shall you know, 
uf you follow on to know the Lord.” | 
The spirit of the gospel is to be cultivated 
and improved by the same means, which are ~ 
prescribed for its production : and ‘¢ it is with 
the christian as with the man in trade; the 
more he acquires, the more he is enabled to 
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gain; every increase is not only a possession 
but: a capacity.” Under this impressien, 
‘* whereto we have attained, let us walk by 
the same rule; let us mind the same thing.’’. 
Far from confiding in any progress already 
made, let us go on to perfection, and ‘‘ forget- 
ting the things that are behind, press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.” 

** Wait on the Lord ; be of good courage, 
and he shall strengthen thine heart; wait, I 
say, on the Lord.” . 

































SERMON II. 


a. 


ON RELIGIOUS CONSIDERATION. 


ao Emme ee 


PSALM cCxix. 59, 60. 


FT thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy 
testimonies. J made haste and delayed not to keefs 
thy commandments. | 


THE sacred deielcs sbotihd: as well 
with examples, as instructions, suited to all 
conditions and characters of men. Not only 
the distinguished piety and virtue of ancient 
worthies, but the means by which: they ‘were 
first inspired to a just sense of their duty and 
destination, and ‘* turned to the wisdom of the 
just,” are recorded “‘ for our learning :”’ The 
former to guide and animate the saint in a te- 
solute adherence to the way of truth ; the lat- 
ter to admonish the sinner of what ** the Lord 
his God requireth of him, and encourage his 
efforts for deliverance ftom the domjeon’ ‘and 
punishment of iniquity. 
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David, who finally rose to the most emi- 
nent holinéss, was once under the reigning 
power of sin*;~enslaved by degrading passions, 
and ‘* alienated from the life of God.”? Eman- 
cipated from this deplorable state, with heart- 
felt gratitude and pleasure, he ofien reviews the 
happy change, and for the information and ex- 
citement of others, describes the manner in 
which it was effected...The subject is here 
introduced by a devout address and petition to 
the Most High. ‘** ‘Fhou'art my portion, O 
Lord’; T have’ said that Twould keep thy 
words. I entreated thy favour with my whole 
heart :.. be. merciful to .me according to thy 
word.” By. thus recollecting the consecration 
of himself to the service of his maker, and the 
spirit.of supplication and filial reliance, which 
thence ensued, ‘the process by which he was 
browght'to this devout and desirable frame, and 
led. to the correspondent practice, naturally oc- 
curred'to.hisremembrance. This process, he 
reeapitulates in the text. ‘‘I thought on my 
ways, 'and turned my feet unto thy testimonies. 
I made pute ane delayed not to keep thy com- 
mandments. 

In this passage are exhibited the exercises. 

of mind which necessarily precede reconcilia- 
tion to God ; in connexion with their practi- 
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eal influence on the heart and life. They:eon- 
sist inthe great duty of religious consideration 5 
to whichlet us first attend ; and then, second- 
ly, remark its salutary effects, inacheerful and 
prompt submission to the will of Gods > 
I. Our first attention is called to the duty 
of religious consideration. — ‘* ‘Ehere is a spirit 
in man, and the inspiration.of the Admighty 
giveth him understanding.” However the in- 
troduction, and consequent prevalenee.oi sin 
may have impaired our intellectual and moral 
powers, we are still free and voluntary agents, 
capable of distinguishing. between»good and 
evil, and responsible for our decisions and ac- 
tions. In this character we are evidently. ad- 
dressed and treated by the God that made us. 
All the communications and commands of holy 
Writ pre-suppose a capacity im us, to: under- 
stand their meaning, discern: their propriety, 
and weigh their importance. And the uni- 
form course of providence inculeates the neces- 
sity, and proves the possibility of forethought 
and arrangement, on our part, in order to the 
safety, support, and comfort of our earthly ex- 
istence. In temporal affairs, we are conscious 


‘of the power, and convinced of the éxpediency 
of vigilance and care.’ “We deem it madness 
_ to act without deliberation ; and ‘we feel it to 
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be no Jess practicable than prudent to ** foresee 
the evil and hide ourselves.’? Before we en- 
gage in any pursuit of moment, we according- 
ly attend to. its various aspects and relations ; 
and endeavour to ascertain its probable influ- 
ence on our leading interests: Whether it be 
calculated to promote the happiness we desire, 
or to involve us in the misery we dread ? 
Whether the advantages it offers be sufficient 
't@ counterbalance the inconveniences it may 
occasion ? Not content with this previous ex- 
amination, ‘we often pause and review our con- 
duct; compare its present effects with our 
former anticipations, and seek to discover its 

-» (Now this disposition and practice, trans- 
ferred from temporal to spiritual concerns, con- 
‘Stitutesthe important duty in discussion; Nor 
-atevany additional faculties necessary to its faith- 
ful. performance. Endowed with reason, and 
admonished by every object which meets our 
» Cyes,andevery enjoyment which gladdens our 
” hearts, it is impossible for us to doubt the be- 
Ing; perfections, and government of God; or 
ebewnapprized of our consequent obligations to 
know and do his will. Born and educated in 
-@land of gospel ‘light ; and acquainted'from 
«ont childhood: swith the holy scriptures, 
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which are able to make us wise unto salvation, 
through faith that is in Christ Jesus,’” howev- 
er forgetful, we cannot be ignorant of the doc- 
trines and laws of the new covenant, nor re 
titute of motives, ‘‘ by patierit’ c: 
well doing, to seek for glory, and honour, ‘id 
immortality.” The most heedless and secure 
have general impressions of the excellence 


utility of religion. ‘In many cakes, 


pressions so forcibly urge an’ investigation of 
their character and pFospects, and inculcate the 


necessity of a seasonable compliance with the 
terms of reconciliation, that unless they resist 
the importunity of their own minds, as well as 
the suggestions of the word; providence, and’ 
spirit of God, they are led to look imtothe’ 
state and-temper of their hearts with care, and: 
to bring their life and conversation: to’ beg test’ 
of divine truth. a 
Behold then the man wha’ imitates the enti 

able example of the penne adopts a. 
measure favourable to: his recoveryromeouilt: 
and misery, to virtue and"iglory: 5 “Rotwed> 
from the visionary dream of Jasting- péace. and 
comfort, independent of the: approbation and 
favour of his-God, he-takes’a ‘comprehensive: 
view ofthe nature, circumstances, and " 


of his being ; il diligently inquires: to: what 
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end. he was born, and for what purpose he 
came into the world ? He contemplates the 
heavens. and the earth with increased attention, 
and. is penetrated with a sense of the wisdom, 
| rer, and benevolence of their glorious au- 
r, which: he. has. not been accustomed to 

. He turns his thoughts within ; and, in 

the curious. structure of his body, and the 
Ww, rful properties of his soul, recognizes 
: ontesti le. evidence of his derivation from an 
nfinite intelligence, to whom he is indebted 
for,existence and all its blessings. He recounts 
the numerous tokens of parental kindness, 
which he has received from his heavenly father, 
in,the, distinguished rank allotted him among 
the:creatures.of God; in the abundant provi- 
sion, made for his subsistence and accommoda- 
tion; ;.and in. the-still more illustrious manifest- 
ations of grace and truth for his eternal re- 
déemption by. Jesus Christ. Convinced by 
these beneficent arrangements and signal inter- 
positions, that man i is formed for more exalted 
dignity/and durable enjoyment than earth can 
boast, it becomes.a question of the first magni- 
ude, whether he have not pursued the shadow 
tothe neglect of the substance, and relied for 

> gr pst 
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ways ;’” considers with’ ‘hide, what ut he 
has already had, and what he is yet to expect 
from the course he has taken. “Bis experi- 
ence thus called to testify bears witness, that 
no sensual indulgence, or worldly acquis 01 
has afforded the bliss it promised. ; that forbid 
den pleasures are always: empty in particip tion 
and disgusting in review ;. andl that the gai 
of ungodliness are invariably attended w h re- 
morse and foreboding fear. The more 5 Te- 
flects, the more: sensibly does he feel, that ho- 
thing below the sun is adequate to the’ desires 
and capacities of ari imi , ; and 
rey SOU Be Hee that “th 
sin is death ;” that beside the pain 
ings, whieh it inflicts in this fife an and which am 
unfrequently hasten the ‘hour of dissohition, D, 
it entails the most insupportable evils oft i a de 
luded votaries beyond the Brave. atl 
Under these apprehensions h :’ directs his: 
meditations to the long neglected subject of re 
ligion ; and discovers, rary to all 
conceived notions, that the gospel fori 
thing but what is undeniably jtitious to 
self, or others ; and requires rio sacrifice which 
is not. visibly ; adapted to promote hie - 739 fal 
tranquillity, ‘iat diffise joy and satisfaction 
through the whole circle’ ér Hit & uITse: 
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connexions, . That. gloom and meiancholy 
which he had a associated with ihe 
offices of piety and devotion, vanish. on a near- 
er inspection, and these offices appear in their 
native dignity and loveliness ; as. reasonable, 
and, to the unsophisticated mind, delightful 
expressions of affection for the character,, and 
trust in the mercy of a wise and bounteous 
creator. . When he. ponders the obligations 
which he owes to his fellow men, instead of 
tziting, as he had hitherto imagined, with 
the ‘advancement. of his worldly prosperity and 
ease, to be just, charitable and generous is 
found the most effectual means of securing the 
friendship, esteem, and patronage of,all around 
him. Even the duties of self denial, in the 
govermment of his inordinate lusts and passions, 
which he once believed totally inconsistent with 
the enjoyment of life, are scen to be eminently 
conducive to this purpose. He now remem- 





bers, and is surprized at his former blindness. 


to ‘the f fact, that whenever he has abstained froxn, 
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virtue im this pilgrimage state, he traces its in- 
separable connexion’ owith a future and eterrial 
recompense of reward ; and realizes that “ all 
the promises of God in. es RNC HEE 
and amien.”? -convineed,: * that the way 
of transgressors 1s hard,”? and that “ godliness 
is profitable unto all things, having» promise of 
the life that now is, and of that-whichis’te: 
come,’’ he renounces the absurd, yet»prevalent 
delusion, that the divine commands are griey- 
ous ; and admits the fitness, as. wéll’as the ad~ 
vantage of allegiance ‘to the lawgiver and: judge 
of creation. Not the danger only, but the’vile 
ingratitude -of leving and sérving the creatine 
more than‘the creator, rise to'his view, if'all’ 
their deformity. At the same time the visible 
and humiliating contrast between his past de 
portment, and the righteous® injunctions of in- - 
spiration, effectually. convinces him that he has 
deviated widely from the way: of peace ; ‘and 
not only exposed himself to misery ; ‘but with 
inexcusable perverseness and insensibility, for 
gotten the God that made hin, per ichtly es. 
teemed the rock of his salvation’. He, there! . 
fore, ‘deeply regrets his former course ; 5 and 
whilst with tinfeigned ‘contrition he confesses 
and Betrails his guilt ; and in the name of him: 
Oey Bers 3) ete & 
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who is exalted tobe a Prince and a Saviour, 
divine forgiveness and aid, he resolves 
to break off his:sins, by righteousness and his 
iniquities by turning unto the Lord.”? 
Such, in brief, isthe duty of religious con- 
sideration. 
II. We proposed, secondly, to remark its 
‘salutary effects, in a cheerful and prompt sub- 
Mission to the will of God. _ Inherent in.our 
nature is a principle, which impels us. studi- 
ously to shun whatever we conceive to be 
hurtful, and ardently to desire and_ seek its.op- 
posite. The wicked are no less solicitous for 
happiness, than the righteous. Their most 
¢riminal pursuits, though egregiously misdi- 
-rected, are designed and expected by them to 
issue in this favourite atchieyement.: And the 
ness, address, and perseverance of their 
ectnad, at once display the power of .the 
moti e, by which they, are governed, and. prove. 








Aon net self denial, in quest of any thing which 
iy believe: conducive to their interest, repu- 
‘tation, or enjoyment. All mankind, however 
~mistaken'in their-object; uniformly aspire. to 
what they apprehend the greatest good, and Ja- 

dour to be delivered from that which gives 
_— uneasiness and pan. Actuated by this 
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universal impulse, we often abandon undertak - 
ings, in which we have incautiously engaged, 
and commence a new and different career; and 
we daily witness in others, changes of charac- 
ter and conduct, which evidently er in 
the same cause. 

Serious. consideration enlists this natural 
principle ‘into the service of religion, | and 
makes it a’ potent auxiliary and incentive to 
christian obedience. The worldling infatuated 
by the delusive opinion, that the perishable pos- 
sessions and pleasures of time constitute the 
most desirable portion of mortals, is:pt % 
éd into the chase of vanity: But when he duly 
considers that instability is inscribed. on: all 
sublunary things ; and that the only perma- 
nent bliss results, from “‘ a-conscience yoid of 
offence,”? will he not be constrained to re- 
nounce his errour, and seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness ‘ 2” The profii- 
gate, hackneyed in the ways of iniquity, and 
surrounded by dissolute companions, blushes 
at the imputation of virtue, ‘ makes a mock — 
at sin,”? and even “ glories in his shame.” But 
what are his feelings, when, in the hour of re- 
turement and reflection, conscience sounds that 
awful alarm, ‘* know thou that for all these 
things God shall bring thee into. judgment 2” 
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Can he.soberly contemplate his true character, 
and yet, callous to the disingenuity of his life, 
neither dread, nor fy that“ everlasting ‘con- 
tempt,”? to which he‘is exposed ? ‘The votary 
of false houour too, who, at every hazard, re- 
pels the least affront from a fellow worm ; 
what must be ‘his emotions, when he sees, in 
their intrinsick deformity, the numberless im 
dignifies whichhe has habitually offered to the 
God “in whom he lives, and moves, and has 
his,heing 2” -Can he still remain indifferent and 
averse td the reasonable obligations, under 
which he is laid ? Can ine still refuse to make 
“i effort to “* turn from his evil ways ??? 
.. Indeed, what vice can be named, which, if 
7 1 in its real nature and consequences; 
would. not be abhorred and forsaken by its 
est admirers? Is it intemperance ? Did 
Jrunkard ponder, as he ought, the disgrace 
d.wretchedness, which he entails on himself, 
Madalyn his connexions ; did he recollect 
theiawakening denunciztions of heaven against 
0 ; nd excess, he would literally ‘cut off ‘his 
fight ‘hand and cast it from him,” sooner than 
reach it forth to erasp thé i intoxicating cup! Isit 
< s? Were the’ blasphemous swearer 
to realize that, beside:the pain atid horrour with 
whichevery sober mind is filled by his impre- 
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cations, “ the Lord will nat hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in. vain,” he would ‘nd 
longer persist in a transgression, for which the 
most fruitful imagination can neither invent 
an excuse, nor conceive a temptation’! Is ‘it 
sensuality ?. Were the libertine brought toa 
proper convaction of the debasing influence of 
his crimes in this world, and their deplorab! 
termination in the next; ‘that they who live 
in pleasure are dead: while they live ; and that 
“ whoremongers and adulterers God will 
judge,” he would surely ‘ abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul. Is it am- 
bition? Let the trappings of earthly pomp and 
splendour be estimated according to their in- 
herent worth ; let the breath of popular ap- 
plause be weighed in a righteous balance, and 
contrasted with the approbation of him, whose 
‘‘favour is life, and whose loving kindness is 
better than life. ;” and none would be found to 
‘« love the praise of men, more:than the pr ise 
of God.” Is it covetousness ?.. After bringir 
home. to his bosom that, impressive expostula: 
tion,..‘‘ what. shall it profit.a man to gain the 
whole world, and. lose his own. soul ?” who 
would make. id his trust, or seek its accumu. 
lation to the de ie of his i CET 
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“But not to. multiply particulars, fet it suf. 


ce Bia in gtacral, that when the sinner, of 


whatever:d clearly sees the errour of 
has ways, and has a just sense of his numerous. 





| 5 Sieecipesi:tnadiveniiiied antl dct 
thie his. a hae It is not to. be dissem- 
bled however, tliat the feree of custom, com- 


ul a te pam may great- 
0 a ei and prolong his conflict. 


| : sably necessary to watch 
the. Acdvasand counteract the wiles of his 


 onmger eneiiiies : ‘Nor can he expect to gain 
quest but by resolute and. persevering 
isgies... In ‘proportion to the length: of time, 

hich they have been masters of the field, 
and the degree of vassalage to. which he is re- 
duced, will be the difficulty of dislodging them. 



















hey wall not their émpire without re- 
istance. “Though they retreat they will return 
pci hay charge’; and unless repelled with 


f weakness, by which heis 
posed to assault or surprize must be 
certained ; all the mm va ‘of defence, with 
aich he is ‘furnished must be employed with 


ng firmness, wih resestab. 
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assiduous industry ; and the.armour. of »God 
must be sought to aid: the- contest and insure 
the victory. 

It is not a transient Fors ea a or SU- 
perficial ; impression, either of the “ exceeding 
sinfulness of sin,” or of the celestial beauty of 
holiness, which impels us to “‘ flee for refuge 
and lay hold on the hope set before-us.” . ...: 

This consideration must be habitual, and 
this impression must be profound. ‘Transgres- 
sors, who *‘ remember this ;, show themselves 
men; and bring it again to mind,’ aided by: 


that grace which.is sufficient: for them; and 
supported by that strength, which is made per- 
fect in ‘weakness, will persevere in their en- 
deavours ; turn their feet unto the testimonies 
of the Lord ; and make haste and. delay 1 not to 
keep his commandments.’ 

In this state of mind, such are their sisilaat 
the character and government of God ; _ of the, 
mildness and benevolence of all his exactions: 
and of the vile ingratitude, as well as. unspeak- 


able danger’ of “ living without him in: the 
world,” that they dread above all 


lapse into their former insensibility ; 

the ‘most earnest bomen res Baty ain be 
hardened: through the deceitfulness : of sin.” 
Far from:contenting themselves with the vague 
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resolution of future obedience, it is their first 
concern to ‘‘ prove what is that’ good, accepta- 


ble, and perfect will of God.” ‘Their vigi- 
lance and activity, instead of relaxing, increase 


with this progress ; and, ‘¢ forgetting the things’ 


that are behind, they press toward the mark 


for the prize of the high calling of God ‘in. 


‘Christ Jesus.” © Aware that they are still in 
the body, and encompassed by snares ; that 
their warfare is not yet accomplished, nor their 
triumph complete, they ** watch and pray that 
they enter not into temptation; and walking 
circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise 3” 
their ‘‘ path like the shining light, shineth more 
and more until the perfect day.” ‘This was 
exemplified in the conversion of David:: and 
thousands, since David's time, have been turn- 
ed from darkness tolight, by the same process. 
wi + applying this subject, we are led, 
| To-reflect on the mischiefs of incon- 
py bt This: is the prolifick parent of no 
inconsiderable part of that indifference and 
aversion torcligion which prevails in the world. 
. the-best of men, much more to the disso- 
sand vicious, the purity and extent of the 
vinelaw exhibit a humiliating contrast to their 
own imperfections and faults. supprehensive: 
of this, miultitudes shrink from the comparison ;’ 



















not tothe light, lest tht deeds shoei be re. 
proved.” Avoiding all’ self application of the 
scriptures, they satisfy themselves’ with ‘such! 
general and indefinite conceptions of their con- 
tents, as neither disturb their‘repose; nor ini 
pel them to amendment. In: this: héedless 
frame it is easy to foresee, that’ their imordi:. 
nate affections and lusts will gain irresistible 
strength, and ‘“lead them captive’ of ‘the dé.’ 
ceiver at his will. Wéithout feeling that’ 
remorse’ and! fear, which, for ati 1 a 
are the inseparable attendants of open : | 
from the faith, they are insensibly aehtese: 
many, if not all the excesses of absolute’ unbe- 
lief. Exposed, without defenée,: to" 
temptation, int countless im 
gress, without ‘¢ considering't 
Conscience uninformed 6f fice 
sounds not the-alarm ; arid 
selves. and say, we shall have p 
we walk in the ‘imagination “oF 0 
_ “ Nothing,” says alate é 
. + eh hae ‘be’ more’ waveritig’and di | 
een te ‘ Doeloe Bla. *, 
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ed;, than . the behaviour, of those, who. have 
ever “beer oe to commune’ with 
selves.’ Dissipation is a more frequent 
cause of their ruin, than determined impiety. 
Itis not\so much: becaiise they have adopted. 

principles, as because they have never at- 
tended’ to principles.of any «kind, that their 
lives are so full of-incoherence and disorder.’? 
Let it not sshowever, be supposed, that. no a- 
trocious guilt is.attached to this heedless course, 
or that the; ignorance and, insensibility which 
mack, ts progress, cap furnish an apology for 
wiee, and: .irreligion::* God ‘has endowed us 
halal and. by his. word, providence, and 


2c tually invites and urges its exer- 
cis 2) por ean any solid plea be made in ex- 
oe neglect, or perversion. * Hear, 
avers, and give ear, O earth ; for the 

rd hath < ae A. have nourished and 
aight, up, children; .and they have rebelled 
against-n - ; The e moweth his owner, and 
the ass ga te bah but: Israel doth not, 

























‘ou admonished by.a friend of whose sagacity 
and affection you gguid have no doubt, that 
the manner of life in which you had engaged, 
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was detrimental to your interest, and pera em 
mately involve you in embarrassment and.suf- 
fering ; would you not pay so much regard 
to the kind admonition, as to:re-exammevy 
arrangements, and endeavour to. ascert 
whether you had reason to end the pre- 
dicted evil ?. The bare possibility that you 
might have adopted measures’ hostile to your 
own happiness, would induce you'to take this. 
necessary precaution to foresee ‘and avert ‘the 
impending disaster. “ Now God, who kifows 
the end from the beginning,” and.who has 
‘* commended: his’ love: towards. us,” in. that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for. us,” 
has assured.us, that, tocontmue in a state of 
alienation from‘ him; is to walk in‘ the way 
that leadeth to destruction ;” ‘that unless‘ we 
embrace and obey the gospel-of his Son, * in- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish’? 
must be our final portion, Coincident ‘with 
the declarations of his word; his-various‘allot- 
ments, in. the’ government: of human ‘affairs, 
are calculated to engage our: attention to’ the 
“ things which belong to-our'peace.”” «Mer: 
cies. and afflictions proceed from the same 
source, and originate in the’ same miotivel. 
Both-are benevelently designed, and-both natu> 
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rally: tend to divect our thoughts and desires to 
God. Take but a superficial survey of your 
past life, and you will perceive the truth of this 
. You will recollect r repeated instances, 


in hic the conduct, of Bit has impressed 


nine with a deep sense of your moral 
obligations. At the solemn period, when 
threatened with the loss of an affectionate friend, 
loved relative, a ‘bosom companion, a dar- 

_ ling .child ; or, when in dangerous sickness, 
there _ ‘seemed “ but a‘step between you and 

death,” you felt your dependance and your 
peril ; and in the anguish of your soul, poured 
forth your supplications for deliverance, and 
with your supplications, your yows of future 
_ allegiance to the king of kings. Deliverance 
was granted to the extent of your wishes, and 

far beyond your fears, ‘What, then, are the 
re ms which you. ought to make ? Can it 
be innocent to suffer your devotit impressions 
and resolutions to vanish with the calamity 
raduced them; to loge éven the re. 
nce of your divine benefactor, and 

inge againinto the vanities of time and 

' If you thus requite. the Lord for all 


























his .‘‘ heavenly ‘warnings,” and faithless to 
your own engagements, can you hope for the 





bis benefits + if you prove thus disobedient to 
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contismance, of his protection.in this world, or 
the enjoyment of his presence in the. mat 
Are you mot rather exposed to that awful re- 
pulse,“ because Ihave called,.and you haye 
refused ;’ Ithave stretched out my hand, and 
you have not'regarded,-1 also will laugh at 
your, calamaity,. and. mock: whep your fear 
cometh.”? (i dvom: Sei ee 
the cost’ Contemplate the nature and oi 
cumstances of your being. «Look back to 
hour of retirement and distress,.and recall the 
sentiments both .of time and: eternity which : 
you then entertained. These, senti : 
however indifferent. or averse to ‘them in the ’ 
day of prosperity, «wall return with adversity, 3 
Nor will they return alone. ‘Ehey will be at- 
tended with painful reproaches of conscience, 
and fearful apprehensions of divine : 
for past.neglests. Be wise now to.‘ mnder- 
stand this, and .consider , your Jatter end~” 
Dismiss not_the awakening... meditation, but 
yield:to its salutary influence ; live.“ as seeing 
him that is invisible ;”’ and.‘ bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance. ? | 
This, as. we are.taught 3. isthe proper test 
of theduty now recommended. We may, OC 
ee terest- 
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ing Fedlities6f another life ; we may acquaint 
ourselves’ with the theory’ of | we ig 
become zealous advocates for’ certain tenets ; 
We “may. withstand every differing opinion, 
and contend: nestl for the peculiarities of a 
favourite creed $hour ‘pa and affections 
“may be often thoved 7 and we may’ be ‘ready, 
not only to dispute but to converse on. the 
ripen topicks, ‘whilst-as yet we are’ strangers 
to “the plagae of our’ own hearts.” «The 
m uiry 1s, not’ how we speculate, 
But how we practise ?. That consideration on 
our ways, which the Lord of hosts requires, 
is inseparably connected with a cheerful and 
unreserved obedience to his commands.. Noth- 
ing, which admits delay or exception, is wor- 
thy of the name: It is mere hypocrisy. and 
pretence. Have. we then imspeeted _ the 
_ most recesses of. our . souls, and’: assid- 
uously sought to “understand .our. er- 
rours ;”’ to discover and iradicate our mést 
secret faults’? and ‘darling lusts ? « ‘With our 
‘personal exertions, have we combined : the 
spirit of that fervent prayer, ‘‘ search us,.O 
: eels 2 know our hearts ; try us, and ‘know 
our thonghts : See if there be any wicked 












way in us, and lead us in the way.’ everlast- 


ing ?”” Do the apprehensions, which we habit- 



























turpitude of all 
sin, render. us lichens far none of ev- 


_ ery other achievement, to ** glorify God in 


our bodies and hich.are his 2”? Con- 
vinced, that to bier hil ai k; ‘which is given 


us to do, would betray,a thankless insensibil- 
ity to the greatest and best of beings, and lead 
to incurable habits of impiety and vice, do we 
take the divine testimonies for our. daily coun- 
sellors, and, in. all our enterprizes and pursuits, 


make them ‘ alapp % to our feet, and ae to 
ourrpath 2??? - =? 


* 
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‘* Whoso | is.Wise, , ana 


things, even they shall unde 
tine ole Ld an 
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2 MUCH cvery. way ;” for all the exer 
cises of mind and Habits, Of life, which the 
ep law i imposes, are “obviously adapted to 
our a P. obviously kcibiied and rie- 

* to our improvement and happiness. 

Thal this truth, few positions ¢an be named, 
which are more intelligible and evident to all 
s. “If we be righteous, what do _ 
we give unto God, or what receiveth he at our 
hands ‘ 2” For our sake, miost assuredly, has 
he condescended to give us existence, to take 
m himself the direction of our affairs, and to 
escribe rules for the government of our 
hearts and 1 manners. ‘The possibility of every 
. other motive is excluded. Yet strange to 
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tell! not a'single duty'ean be described and 
enforced, ‘but one Sader snide : Sho 
oy or both, © ahi" Forme eae aes re 

Such; cen ars 
able i in itself considered,» or more Salutary” in 
its operations and effects-on the : vm a 


ance; and, beside the more trite and 
cant pleas, which carry their’ own eatin 


eel 


or stands om or ti Tan 
dation for any thing of the kind. If he be 
omniscient, so they atgue, he must’ know afl 
eur wants, without any enumeration of them 
on our part: If he’be unchangeable, ao im- 
portunities, of which we are capable, ‘will i 
dace him to alter his purpose “Af be be infin- 
itely wise, he is certaitily the best: ju ndge © 
specting the time and manner ‘of 

favour ; and if he be infinitely- good, a wi, 
of course, be disposed to administer: season 
able relief to his necessitous, rs 
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dress — Almighty? “ And what profit 
should we have, .if we pray-unto him ?% , 
»»Rersons, who can thus deliberately oppose 
the, clearest dictates .of reason and seripture, 
7: wee, heya the hope:of amendment ; 
and. to atterep labour lost.’ This, 
10 Wt er, is not shinseape with the generality” of 
mankind... Multitudes are rather perplexed, 
a convinced, by these impious sophists. 
40,Anems,;at least, an essential service may be 
ndered, by placing the i in a rational 
ud justpoint.of light. 
ee ‘propose therefore, satin: to make some 
brief observations, tending to obviate the prece: 
ag’ objecti nneiraiee thenature and obs 
m.Of pray < Secondly, to give a sum. 
Sieg. view. of its various. advantages : and 
pol ‘thirdly, to conclude: the whole by en- 
fone i _~ he “ten ee a gt in all 






















inthe anne of Chri, with confession of our 
ams, end ‘thankful acknowledgment of | his 
“mercies.” elt an not to. inform: him 
ofvegt Mecessitics:; not. to persuade him. to 
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ments: a ti a np: 


which he isnow a stranger Ty operas on: 








and guilty, state 3) to excite sand: 
out. “ trust-in the Lord Jehovah, in. ou 
everlasting ‘ strength,’? and.‘ bieeue , 8 
forgiveness and plenteous edempti i 
call. forth our activity and zealin his onlin 2? 
to render us patient, submissive; and content: 
ed under his allouments.;, pertoclbisain >. qualify: 
mercy. 5 ined be hy an a kan 
Such caaleoeinineh of praysnise Sodgahat” 
heis omniscient ; that). he? nows»»what® 
things we have need of, before we ‘ask’ him?” 
that he is perfectly acquainted: with-the ‘inmost 


recesses of our souls, and always’ 




























from proving: an impediment, wght in juss 
tice’ to. become powerful. incentivesto the: 
practice. To the mind impressed. withya’ 
due conviction of its own weakness, anid con-' 
sequent need ofidivine aid and ‘support, hew: 
consolatory the idea-of approaching an‘all-s 
ficient helper,: who sees and comumiserates ‘our 
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remove from us the iniquities, which | “* sepa- 
rate between us and our God,’’ and: to gene- 
rate and cherish those devout affections and 
virtuous ‘habits, which are always pleasing and 
acceptable in his sight. This; therefore, is a 
proper and indispensable mean of acquiring 
and improving that Fase mtnigenreinntcsn 
no man shall see'the Lords? >)! : 

The importance of prayer’ is anti - 
monstratively proved from the divine wis- 
dom and goodness. ‘These, in conjunction, 
whilst. they insure the faithful from every des-. 
tructive ill, invite the whole race of Adamjin 
persuasive accents, to ‘‘taste and see that 
God is gracious.”” Can astronger motive to 
habitual prayer and praise be conceived, than 
the animating truth, that the beneficent parent 
of angels and men, not only sees what is best 
for us, but encourages us to ‘* come. boldly 
to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help.in time ofneed ?” 
It is true, indeed, that by the benignity of his 
nature, independent of our wishes, he is  in- 
clined to do us good ; and: will perform what 
is fit and proper, though we should not re- 
quest it. We are nevertheless to remember, 
that it can be neither fit, write mae 
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shéiiid *l4vish ‘his*favowrs upon those who 
“O@ast ‘Of fear and restrain ‘prayer.’ Fitness 
atid propriety ‘are, in this case, ‘determined by 
the dispdsition of the: ‘petsoris who “fieed his 
protection” and bounty : “And if they refuse 
to acknowledge their dependence, and implore 
his’ sthiles; ' their perverseness naturally ‘sub- 
jects them to his frowns. Like objects’ sem 
clude@ from the rays‘of the sun} ‘not because 
he ceases to shine in every direction, but be- 
cause some gross ‘impenetrable substance ‘in- 
ter'veries; thé”emat “of divine ‘goodness, 
Which would otherwise ‘spontaneously shed 
éhéir “Salutary itifluence’: upon "them, ‘are ‘ob- 
structed ‘By’ their ‘sins.’ The tetiper of ‘prayer 
ah eset acon for the blessing of 
God for'the’ retiewing and sancti- 
‘infitehces Of his ‘Spirit. For this rea- 
shite "t6excité of increase’ his willingness 
fo Save,” he’ willbe inquired of ‘to do it for 
18™"Hlence it appears, “notwithstanding the 
vessels “which ‘igniotance'and viee! have 
médy that all the attributes of heaven com- 
6 to: Hppot rt ‘and enforce’ the duty, «for 
) / WAt the ‘same® time; the 
ature ant dmmstancés of our being obvi- 
on eh tis habitual and fervent perform- 
What clearer dictate of reason car be 




















































~ ghould daily prostrate... 
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imagined, than that creatures, .cndowed, with 
understanding, and capable: of .the._knowledge, 
service, and enjoyment.of a holy God.;,: crea. 
tures dependent:.on him for. -life,, and. all. its 
comforts. ;.,.creatures,, weakened. by | infirmity 
and endangered by. temptation ; , creatures pol- 
luted. by , sin. and, ,exposed..to punishment, 
s, at his foot- 
stool, igratefully, recognize his forbearance, and 
humbly,.raise ther, desires...to him.,for adits 
defence, and salvation ? 


Add. to these. senitiaiiiedes many pas. 
sages of scripture, in which, prayer is expressly 
commanded,.,.with, the various promises. and 
examples of, its efficacy, recorded for your en- 
couragement; ;...and. eyery sshadew,.of doubt 
will vanish from your minds, . In theory, at 
least, you will concede,,.that farfrom an irk- 
some, superstitious, or useless task, to, ‘‘ com- 
mit. your way to the Lord,’?, and..‘‘ fill your 
mouths with arguments”’, before) him, is not 
only.an incumbent and reasonable act of devo- 
tion, but an exalted and delightful privilege. ; 

When we contemplate the frailty, .imper- 
fection, and, guilt, to. which we-are reduced 3 
when.,we,.recount. the: variety .of : sufferings; 
which threaten.our.repose ; and: when we me- 
alize»the, infinite, distance, at: which,we are 
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placed from the dread sovereign of the uni- 
verse, how signal, how undeserved the conde- 
scension and grace, which invite us to “‘ come 
even to his seat!” How cheering the'thought, 
that on all occasions ‘* we have access to the 
father, through Jesus Christ,” the son of his 
love; may repair to him for consolation 
and relief ; unbosom ourselves in his presence 
without reserve ; and, with a filial confidence, 
spread our wants, our sorrows, and our fears 
before him ! 

II. Do you require additional inducements 
toa practice, thus visibly adapted to your con- 
dition and friendly to your comfort ? Take 
then, as proposed secondly, a summary view 
of its advantages in the following particulars. 

1. To pray for ourselves manifestly’ tends 
‘both to prevent transgression, and facilitate 
obedience. ; 

~The pérson, who begins and closes every 
day of his life with a solemin approach to the 
father and friend of creation, can hardly -be 
destitute of motives, either to withstand the 
enticements: of imiquity, or to persévere in 
Swe .? His ‘responsibility to “* the 


. 





= al earth” is by this mean engrav- 
ed on his mind. He is led habitually to feel 
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his own: insufliciency, and excited to “* stay. 





Cw PL On os Oy Fos 


> 
of 


po TQ 


an 





65 


himself. on the rock of ages.” Accordingly , 
when he is temipted to evil, the idea of omni: 
scient purity, accompanied ~ with ‘numerous 
and conelusive arguments for resistaneé, ‘hatu- 
rally’ occurs to his thoughts. He adverts to 
the penitential confessions and ardént suppli- 
cations, which he has recently made’ in the 
presence of, his maker, and which he’expects 
soon to repeat. He sces the ingratitude and 
presumption of rebellirig against so powerful, 
so wise, so holy, and so good a being. ‘He 
is convinced .that remorse and foreboding fear 
must attend his future addresses at the throne 
of -grace, should he wilfully. .trans iseress the ai- 
vine command. Taught by past expetience;. 
that guilt alienates the affections from every 
moral.excellence, and produces aversion to. 
communion and intercourse with heaven, he 
apprehends the danger of finally lesing-the dis-._ 
position, as well as the confidenee anc benefit 
of prayer, He therefore repels the intruding 
temptation ; and. with all the ardour of virtu- 
cus resolution, exclaims, ‘*‘ How’ean I do this 
great. wickedness, and sin against God ?’* 
Thus shielded. from. the wiles of the deceiver 
and his: emissaries, he - progresses continually 
in the:great work, which is given: — to do ; 
aaah: 
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and © sy ae oryenae » till he 
arrives to. the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ.’ 

2. To pray for our connexions.and friends, 
serves to purify domestick and. social attach- 
FORE i. and to inspire erinciples: and views, 
vility and kindness into religious obedience. 

_ This.is.a most effectual method of induc- 
ing christian forbearance, condescension, and 
charity, inthe treatment of those, with whom 
we are destined to live and converse. With- 
out.it, though we prescribe rules to ourselves, 
vii Say to the selfish and angry . passions, 
‘hitherto shall ye come, but no further,”? we 
warp ootwidetending, be transported beyond 
Abe. bounds .of moderation, and involved in 
the crimes and. miseries of unreasonable ani- 
mosity.;, With it,,religion is made the um- 
pire of our conduet, and the question comes 
home to our:-bosoms,; haw can we be. unjust 
or censorious to those, whem we are accus- 
tomed to commend t6 the guardian care and 
grace. of God | 2 The. many petitions, in which 
we have-plead for mercy. in their behalf, will 
react upon our own hearts, and, calling into 
exercise our benevolent sensibilities, furnish 
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tm sean which; beside its. 
conformity to the gospel of Christ, and the.at- 
tendant prospect of a future veward, is adapt- 
ed to engage the confidence and:esteem. of all 
within the sphere of its influence. Than this 
practice, what can more'effectually ensure a 
uniform anct faithful discharge: ofthe various 
duties, which result from the conjugal, paren. 
tal, filial, fraternal, and other intimate relations 
of human life. It sanctifies, cements, and en- 
dears the union between husband and wife. 
hs ia and directs. parents in the. in- 
and government of ‘their household. 
I heightens the gratitude, docility, and sub. 
mission of children. It excites and aids 
brethren to ‘‘ dwell together in unity.” ‘Phat 
family, whose heads and’ members bea? each 
other in mind at their secret’ devotions’; “and, 
frequently appearing before God in company, 
jointly call upon his name for a supply of their 
individual and collective’ wants, must; of 
course, be impressed with a sense’ of their re- 
spective obligations, which will pervade every 
domestick transaction, alleviate ‘every — 
_ increase every joy. 
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<3 Tospny for our. ——— and ac~ 








i After, eiteringtinto-cur. closets, or unit. 
ing. with our families to intercede for the 
Penge iapiiee: tt: otha in eeens 
ee eeearinten harbour a prapen- 
aract these 1 ntercessions, by: fraud 
a ‘by taking advantage of the ig. 
norance and necessity:ofa brother ; or by in- 
Abibdndpsideeninintphin veenstation, and op- 
posing his.success in the world ? Can the as- 
pect ofhis:superiour wealth and splendour 
prove 'to'us.a'source of regret, or a motive to 
Hostility’? -Can we even-wish to rise: _— 
ee No: 




























1or-dare to. 0. fight against» God, by 
; ion or enjoyment of. the.. blessings 
‘which :hehas allotted-them. Actuated. by 
‘that “charity, which is the bond of perfect- 
ness, all things whatsoever we would that men 
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should do unto us, we'shall do even so unto 
them.” The collisions of ‘personal. interest 
and enterprize, instead of unduly irritating our 
spirits, or provoking our resentment, » whilst 
they render us more importunate for that 
‘* wisdom from above, which is profitable™to 
direct,’”’ and suggest the propriety of additional 
petitions in behalf of our rivals, will call:forth 
our unwearied vigilance, activity, and reselu- 
tion to avoid every injurious | design “and per- 
petration, and adhere, with undeviating reeti- 
tude, to the dictates of truth and righteousness. 

4. ‘To pray for our enemies transforms ha- 
tred to benevolence,. and revenge to pity. . 
_ When our: indignation is roused by the 
discovery and contemplation of ' unmerited in- 
peep emai yee on ourselves, instead-of 
‘tendering evil for evil,” to commit our 
cause to the Lord,” and implore the influence 
of his grace to show the offender “ the errour 
of his ways,’ and bring him to the exercise 
of the christian temper, it would,: atleast, 
calm our minds, and guard us ‘against those 
violent sallics of passion, by which animosity 
is so often reciprocated, and contending par- 
ties ultimately involved in equal guilt and ‘suf. _ 
fering. ‘The presence of an omniscient:God 
would remind us of our-awn imperfections, 
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and furnish the. most “powerful arguments. to 
‘* beskind and tender-hearted,. forbearing one 
another, and forgivingone another, if any man 
have a quarrel.against any, even.as Christ: for- 
gave us.” »:Our:prayer,clike that of David, in 

ould) ‘“ return into our 


similar cireumstances,.w; 
own besom;”’ . anc fillkas,. not with the ma- 


lignant:putpose to. :“‘:do so to:him, as he had 
donee us,” but nah thatiegmambiseration and 


ssrwhich are; caleulated to. soften the 
odpesitgsiandbonciliter the frieridship of the 
maost-obdurate tind.» ‘All that. envenomed 
ranicour,’?..says-a judicious writer;*,, ** which 
is apt to.umbitter our spirits. against mankind 
iniegenetal;.and-iour enemies: in particular, 
when wesuffer,.ori:thihk:: we suffer undeser- 
vedly,»will abate and die‘away, as we strive to 
set) Oureafiections on »things above.) Our 


tianaagglion, fikcestine: wratéracof the sea ‘when. ex- 












bitterness»:dnd): salty! leave: behind. them: ¢ach 
distasteful, quality and sweeten into an amiable 
hunianity:iqnd scandour, till. they descend. in 
gentle:shewers of love and. kindness upon our 
fellow. creatures.” tee GES Ge ety om al 








jonSix"Pohepray for our “country superaddssa 
christian prineiple to:the exertions of — 
deck AI Aragon aiGeaber ks +: ietivrem bivew 
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ism; and-renders our: conduct as citizens'con- 
sistent andvirtudus. © utes om 
| Were all civil. transactions: tami: ‘to 
this test ; were men never to espouse or abet 
a project connected with the commonweal, till 
they had retired and ‘‘asked' counsel of Gods 
entreating him to’direct=theirstepsy’ and give 
an issue to their intentions.and actions, ‘favenr= 
able to the happiness: of ‘the ‘natién, mést'of 
the ills, by which kingdoms and istates: are ‘so 
often. infested, convulsed, “and dismembered 
would disappear. ‘The «politician, however 
mistaken in his theory, would:not'dare¢o"seék 
elevation by intrigue and falsehood';' nor‘eon- 
sent to sacrifice the publick good’to'the views 
of pers6nal interest and aggrandizement: The 
citizen, though still exposed to “errour, would 
distinguish between the’ furious *imptilse ° of 
party zeal, and a patriotick resolution to” assert 
and ‘defend his rights. ' He would not, there- 
fore, beled blindfold in ‘the disposal’of ‘his 
suffrage; but‘act with deliberation, and*weigh 
the moral, as well as the politieal; charaeter’of 
rival candidates for office.” Iueoking for a 
blessing both on his own’ person, “and” ‘on the 
community at large, to the great arbiter ‘of 
the universe, who. “‘ requires truth im ‘the*in: 
ward parts,’he. would be persuaded, “ineno 
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instance, to dispense with a reverential respect 
to the divine authority. _ His: obedience to 
the laws of ‘the land would be prompted by a 
religious motive, and he would ‘‘ be subject 
not only for wrath,-but also for conscience 
sake.” False patriots and infatuated partizans 
. May ‘neglect and despise this duty. The 
elma et ee 
truedie: None, however, who is not pervert- 
ed or enslaved by degrading and criminal pas- 
sions, can’be insensible of ‘its utility. By re- 
calling. to. remembrance our mutual depen- 
dence and obligations ; and by extending our 
thoughts beyond the present scene, when the 
petty contests. for worldly distinction and e- 
molument shail be ne more, and “ we must 
all stand: before the judgment seat of Christ,” 
it excites: and -aids us to ‘ serve our genera- | 
. tion: by the will of God.” ad 


use the» bold and figurative: language of [7 
seripture, ‘‘ all the foundations of the earth a 
ave out of course,” and a spirit of licentious | 
innovation'threatens the destruction of social | 
order and:safety, prayer leads the mind to rest 
on the great. sovereign of the universe, who 
br:ngs light out of darkness, order out of cor- 
eetgutpet ere who has wise, 
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i ind division. of 
subject, by enforcing its ‘uniform on | esa 
practice,;in.all its branches? .......... 

1, Publick DrADisTa Of 
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the sanctuary, is. a “most sol 


tomdihers  iktale aie Eaaename 
is ‘‘.the maker of them.all.??,....Chere.we ag. 
knowledge the father of our spitits,and:former 
of our. bodies, ina social «capacity ’;: confess 
our unworthiness.of -the Jeast,ef ;his amereies 4 
unplore the fosgivencss.ef our sins, and @n- 
treat his protection and. favour, im behalf. of 
ourselves, our families, our friends, :our-coun- 
try, and the wholerace of man. Now what 
can be maore reasonable, and,'if devoutly -per- 
formed, what -can ‘be: canlgnciiiet seagne 
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envi 2°14 it nota jest tribute: to shodanyy 
ple majesty of ‘heaven “and: earth ? “Is it not 
Senge ‘impréss ur minds: witha becom- 
ing sense cf our relation to him and one anoth- 
pl sit 00} cobras to.the existence and 
eservation' of ‘Feligion’ “in the’ “world > Yet 













quently is'it neglected entirely, or at 
tended with the coldest indifference! **’My: 








ur app brbaches to God in his house, to be 
ee ptable,; must ‘be sincere; to be salutary, 
pr tea aga “« Forsake not,” therefore, 

alir ‘youtselves together, as the 
manner of some is;”? nor think it sufficient to 
appear before the Most “High, and place your- 
selvés th’ the attitude of eiilian ‘but take 
heed that your hearts be. engaged. Consider 
in whose presence you stand ; and let ** his 
dread ‘fa ‘Upon you, and his excelleney make 
you’ afraid.” Suffer not your thoughts to 
wander’to the ends of the earth ;. but hear, 
and join in every pertinent petition and as- 
eripti athe bys carta aries 











“2. par nec ‘state, many y bless 
many y innit to ‘be baifvtted aiid de- 
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= which. it would-be improper to bring: 
iblick _view.. Hence the expediency 
po of family, prayer: oy», 
_ Upon this point,” to speak, in the words 
of on eminent , divine., of eur ewn country, * 
“we shall have. few: to oppose: us, except 
those who,, from.a disinclimation.to religion: it- 
self, and to.every expression. of it, desire . to 
frame excuses, for their neglect... , If social 
worship is ever. reasonable, nature, itself will 
lead.us to family religion... Whoare so adapt- 
ed, to:unite together. in. exercises, as Seti 
as they who.are united. togeth 
near relation,.or in the most sneimae ‘bands of 
friendship ; one of which. we must suppose 
the case with all, who. are of ‘the same family, 2 
These best know each other’s. circumstances, 
cares, and difficulties; and,, therefore, can 
more properly join in- praying*with, and. for 
each other. They. have many, wants, whiclt 
they may,.in. a united. manner, seck to have 
supplied, ‘They have many common mer- 
¢ies, which demand. their., thankful ores 
edgments. ‘They are. usually affected by the 
same afflictions, which ought to- lead them to» 
God forhelp and support.) aL 


© Dr. Asidiow Eliot; lle of Borie. 
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ot Whe we have been carried through 
Go penees: of the day, and are met together 
in our common habitation, that we may again 
separaté‘for our necessary repose, what can be 
more fit and decent, accaiaad ai we ‘suid; with 
one heart! ‘and voice, ‘bless God for the favours 
‘anid protections of the day, ‘humble ourselves 
for our miscatriages, and implore his care 
through the silent watches of the night ? 
When," in’ the morning, we arise from out 
eis, how ‘natural is it, before we enter on 
busiriess of ‘the day; to return our thanks 
to bir “whe has protected ‘us m our defence. 
less houts 5” to ‘ask the direction, care; and 
Bléssing of our heavenly father; and to com- 
init ourselves: to his guidance and influence, 
en Le and temptations of the 
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Avwfull | alarming are the dermnciations of 
-Jaiovat , het only “© wpen the heathen, who 
know hira not ;” but'« 7, the families that 
righ alan ink net then, that 
you ¢an be innocent or safe, whilst you omit 
ane delay’ tt reasonable: duty ;- but be per- 
to. resolve, each one ‘for himself, ‘as 
for me and my house we wil serve the Lord.” 

3. As the. pecuhar situation, of.every fam- 
ily requires appropriate addresses to heaven, 
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go the wants. and failings of each individual 
suggest the importance and fitness of secret 
prayer. ‘©The heart knoweth its own bitter- 
ness, and a stranger intermeddleth not with its 
joy.” Inmany cases our anxieti¢s and hopes 
are all our own. ‘To utter them before any 

human being might subject us to the impu-. 
tation of weakness, or otherwise produce im- 
jurious effects.. In some cases, to offer up 
those petitions, which conscience dictates for 
our dearest connexions, in their presence” and. 
hearing, might rather irritate than improve’; 4 
and, in all cases, when secluded from every 
other eye and ear, we “ pray to our father, 

who seeth in secret,’? we may feel and indulge 
a freedom, which is unknown, when associat- - 
ed with the smallest number of fellow crea- 

tures. Oh! how enlivening to our happy 

prospects! how quieting to our distracted 
fears ! how soothing to our afflictive sorrows 

to leave the world and all its inhabitants be- 

hind, and draw near to an almighty friend, who: 
-* knows our frame, and remembers. that wz 
are dust ;?? to pour out our whole souls 

in his presence ;, and to “ cast all-our cares 
upon him !”? 
G 2. 
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This, moreover, is the best criterion, by 
: which to prove our sincerity. ‘The person, 
who spends his solitary moments without 
once raising his thoughts and desires to God, 
can neither claim. the reputation, nor expect 
the reward, of true. piety. Though he attend, 
or even make prayers on.other occasiors, ‘‘ to 
he seen of men” may be the motive. But if 
we accustom ourselves to those retired acts of 
devotion, ** which the world knows not of,’’ 
there is reason to believe that the “‘ one thing 
needful” is an object of our serious concern. 
This, too, is the most useful preparation both 
pie and publick worship. It fixes the 
attention, solemnizes the mind, and adds fer- 
our “to our joint supplications, ; in company 
‘with those, whom, in retirement, we have 
previously commended to God. Avail your- 
selves, therefore, of this powerful incentive to 
‘the acquisition and i improvement of the ehris- 
tian character. Let its returns be regular and 
: a aoa ;, otherwise it will be neglected and 


















i x: Pehle ts yee wheter ‘india of ap- 
proaching God, usually denominated mental 
prayer, which no circumstance of time or 
place need to prevent. The most busy can- 
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difident the want of ability.. ‘Wherever we 
are, and however occupied, the displays of 
divine power, wisdom, and. goodness call us 
earth. is a spacious temple, full of images’ fas 
better calculated. to excite. devout sentiments 
and wishes, than all the exhibitions of. sculp, 
ture and painting, which have adorned church. 
es. These we may: recognize, without ,.ob- 
struction to our secular pursuits’ ;.. and in the 
midst of business and company, may offer up 
correspondent ejaculations, of, pity ty, without 
the formality of utterance.,..“* For the Lord 
seeth. not as man. seeth : Man looketh. on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord. looketh on 
the heart.”?> How many, and how oer 
the benefits to be derived from this 

What a security it would prove against ie 
numberless temptations. to. anger, licentious- 
ness, and excess, to which weare exposed ! 
And how much more becoming, dignified, 
and virtuous, when assailed by unexpected 
danger, insult, or injury, to flee in silent aspi- 
rations to the sovereign preserver of men and 
avenger of wrongs for direction, than, as too 
often happens, to “‘ speak unadvisedly with our 
lips,” and give indulgence to. malignant and 





‘eriminal passions ? By this mean, we instantly 
transport ourselves into the conscious fF 

of an omniscient God, and are led to act and 
* endure, as seeing him that is invisible.” 
‘Say not that you are too degenerate and 


sinful to pray. That were to plead one crime 
in excuse for another ; and allege, as a war. 
rant for negligence, the very fact which ren- 
ders it indispensably incumbent upon you to 
“ pray God, if perhaps the thoughts of yout 
hearts. may be forgiven you.” , The gospel 
gives no encouragement of salvation indepen- 
dent of this condition. ‘‘ Be careful for noth: 
ing, therefore ; but in every thing by prayer 
sinc siupplication, with thanksgiving, let’ your 
oon made known to God.” | 
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SERMON. IVs 


ON THE RELIGIOUS OBSERMANCE OF, 
THE SABBATH, . 


no ER 


MARK ii. 27, 


The sabbath, was made for man, ont | not man rg ha the 
podth. ; AF OES A F 


ITisa si wr ies uments for: 
gotten, that all the institutions and commands 
of the gospel are adapted to our Benefit, 
There are instances, in which even the serious 
and devout appear to consider 4 conformity to 
them, as a service exacted by the Most High, 
for his own sake. Hence it’ happens,’ that 
some overrate the exertions of obedience, a 
if, by them, they contributed to augment the 
essential glory and happinéss of their maker; 
whilst others view and exhibit religion ina 
garb’ of melancholy and gloom, interdicting the . 


cheerful enjoyment of life, and imposing per. 
petual sacrifices to “* an aeutoodsgil hard masi 








ter, reaping where he has: not sown,. and gath- 
ering where he has not strowed.” ‘True in- 
deed it is, that when our convenience and 
gratification come in competition with the will 
- and law of God; and: itis not to be dissem- 
bled ‘that such cases may occur, it is incum- 
bent’on'us to “‘ deny ‘ourselves; and take up 
our ¢foss’:” Nor can we deserve the name, 

or anticipate the reward of disciples, if we re-. 
fase. “Generally speaking, however, our com- 
fort and our-duty are. inseparably connected ;- 
and to perform the one is most effectually to 
promote the other. In the rare and special 


_eases, when they interfere, the mortification to. 


which we are called, without excluding :pre- 
sent consolation, is professedly calculated to 
promote our future. welfare... “* There is no 
men, that hath left house, or parents, or breth: 
nen, Orwife, or. children for. the kingdom of 
Gabtnie. who.;shall not receive manifold. 
more in this present time, and in the world to. 
eome life everlasting. si 
ot) "Fhe, sabbath is, an. institution: gavdiniy: 
tm ne sufferings and 
n the of this pilgrimage state, 
y impr our. wirtoe,, and. prepare us for 
‘nanan bliss, beyond) the grave. This. is 
more than implied inthe.text: The pharisees, 
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‘who placed a stiperstitious. confidence: in ‘ex: 
ternals, had ‘charged the disciples:with a crime, 
‘because, - satisfy the unavoidable cravings 
of nature, * pemey plucked ears-of corn:on the 
sabbath day.” »°'Toebviate this charge,;'and 
prove that under the Jaw, to which they: ape 
pealed, ceremonial observances and positive 
rites were always esteemed subordinate to the 
indispensable necessities of dife, -our-saviour 
alleges that. well known passage cin David’s 
history, in which we are told, that ‘‘ when he 
had need and was an hungered, ‘he went: into 
the house.of God, and did eat the»shew. bread, 
which it is not lawful to eat but for the priests 5 
and gave also to thena that were’ with him.’? 
He then applies the argument. by ' adding, 
“‘the sabbath was made for man,andi not mam 
for the sabbath.’’ It originated ina benevo- 
lent regard te our happiness, and was .intend- 
ed by infinite wisdom and goodness, at once 
to afford us relaxation from, the toils and cares. 
of the world, and to aid- our. improvement; 
vs rational, moral, and accountable agents. "To 
suppose, therefore, onthe one hand, that it 
** Jades men with burdens grievous to be 
borne ;”’ ot, -on the other, that it furnishes. 
them with opportunities and pretexts:for: li- 
centious indulgence, would be alike absurd ; 













of 
alike isiconsistent with the character of its glo- 
tious:author,-and:theduty of those, for whose 
ming: Hithaene 
» Phe-correctness of ‘this construction will 
be illustrated bya brief ‘cansideration of ‘the 
eral roposed: by the sacred writers, 
inthe ebservation of the sabbath. 
60° I. Phe ‘first idea, under which the sabbath 
‘4s represented in scripture, i is that of a day ap- 
ito rest... ‘© Six days shalt thou da- 
bour- and ‘do all thy work: But-the seventh 
is'the sabbath of the Lord thy ‘God; in it 
thou shalt ‘not do any work, thou, nor thy 
son; nor thy daughter, nor thy man servant, 
northy«maid servant, ner thy cattle, ner thy 
stranger that is within:thy gates.°* This is 
anvestablishment full of mercy, if we regard 
onlyitsitemporal influence. ‘Such is the ea- 
gomess,-with which multitudes desire and 
_ seek: the emolumentsrof this sublunary abode, 
that were these «mokments suffered without 
interruption; :to.engross our attention, and call 
forth our activity, not the indigent and servile 
only, ‘but the affluent and: prosperous would, 
in many: instances, “‘ pursue them to their own 
death.” . Do-we not: find that the worldly 
. minded are seldom, or ‘never, satisfied with 
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their wants multiplied by. the. successive, ap- 

winperceived .in the. vale 
below ?. Ithen, no regular interyals of relax 
ation occurred, how many thousands, who are 
now refreshed by the frequent.return: of. the 
sabbath, would madly: destroy: their. heal 
hasten their dissolution ! To the poor, inces- 
sant.teil, with all its attendant evils, would be- 
come necessary and inevitable. , . Their re- 
ward. would be gradually” dimi ished. in. pro- 
portion as the period of practicable service ‘was 
prolonged ;. and they would soon be Ie canes | 
ed to bear the fatigue of seven days t to procure 
the same pittance which they now ari in SEs 
The .only, change in. their condition .w 
therefore prove an increase of labour. A suf- 
fering. 

But the benefit of abstaining from. the 
common occupations of life, though more 
sefisibly felt by the laborious, is not confine 
to any particular class of society... It furnish- 
es.a useful respite to all, and serves to recruit 
and: invigorate. i aelgoe--iale future applica- 
tion, and. industry. ‘‘ There cannot, be a 
) gar ee > 
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Saeighdntee; or-a more tdhsolatory idea pre- 
sented to the human mind, than that of one 
ntliversal: pause of labour throughout the 
christian world, at the same moment of time ; 
diffusing rest, comfort, ‘and peace through a 
large part. of the habitable globe, and af- 
ing ease and refreshment not only to our 
own species, but to the brute creation. Even 
these are enabled to join in this silent act of 
adoration, this mute kind of homage to the 
great Lordof all; andalthough they are in- 
capable'of any sentiments ef religion, yet by 
this mean they become sharers in the blessings 
of it. = inc a ot 
feel the beauty and utility of such an institu. 
tion as this ; and must see, at the same time, 
the cruelty of invading this most valuable 
jilege,' and breaking in upon that sacred 
sees ‘which God himself. has: given. . It 
@ pointin which-it highly became the 
wajene goodness of heaven itself to inter- 
pose : 2797, And it demands, in ‘Teturn, our 
obedience consists nit dereceesia mere. in- 
action. © We are called to bodily rest, .not 
only to tefresh our anintat nature, but that 
our minds, unincumbered by earth born cares 
* See Bishop Porteus’ éetmon on Deut. v. 12. °° 
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and porsofls, may be free to explore the works 

and ways of God. i 
oH. Pursuant to this remark, a secdiid 
-~proposec in: the obsetvation’ of tht sebibetts 


edgment of the wonders of ‘creation. | 
in'six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
and the sea, and all that in them is,’ ‘and rest~ 
ed the seventh day ; wherefore the Lord bless- 
éd.the sabbath day and hallowed: it”* | 

Here a subject of the highest sublimity 
and grandeur invites our attention, and calls 
for our private and publick | : fi 
praise to God. The invisible t 


from the vteation: of ‘the worltl ‘are. clearly. 
sen, being understood. by mache oh om 
made, even his eternal power and § rodhiead. 


we may confirm our convictions afi hie exe: 
tence, and rectify and enlarge our apprehen- 
sions both of his: ‘character and our own. 
‘* When,’” says pious David, ‘‘ when T con- 
sider thy heavens, the work of thy finger’, 
the fioon and stars which thou hast ordained, 
| What is man that thou art mindful of him? . 

3 pets ter gine orang wrephineps thie 
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88 
ne i appearance, the magnificent ar- 


| ange} ent, and the salutary liga of the ce- 
tia bodies, connected with the useful vitis- 
situdes and productions of ‘the globe we in- 
F bit, tend to Inspire sentiments of the pro- 
f undest veneration and love for that almighty, 
munificent Being, “ who stretchcth out the 
heavens like a curtain, and hangeth the earth . = 
upon nothing.” Overihelmed by thenum- ff 
ss displays of his inherent excellence and 
perfection, we feel ourselves to be “ less than 
nothing, and yanity before him ;” and our 
wonder and thankfulness are equally excited 
by the abundant evidence, with which we are 
: furnished of his parental favour and indulgence 
to our race. When we reflect. on the ample 
provision, which i is made for oti’ subsistence 
mfort, and realize: that'the whole sys- 
, so of nati is adapted to our circufhstancés 
i; ‘when: we contemplate thé curiotis 
iia of our bodies and the capacious pow- 
ers of our ‘minds, we are ‘conscious of the re- 
lation in “which we stand’ to “ the fathet ‘6f 
spirits,” and of our consequent ‘Obligations to 
him and one. another. | Motives to habitual 
piety and. virtie, which can be derived frém 
no other source, are alld into vigorous ac- 
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»-Is it-mot,: then, a ‘becomimgand needful 
peaitice frequently to suspend 'the: selfish pro- 
jects of personal and momentary interest, and 
direct‘our thoughts. tothe beneficent authar 
and rightful sovereign’of the universe? An. 
gels:and* archangels cast down their::crowns 
before the throne, and unite in these seraphick- 
strains, ‘‘ Worthy:art theuj O Lord, to receive 
glory, and honour;.and power »'For: thou: hast 
created all things’; and>.for: thy pleasure they 
ate and were created.??: ~And: shall man refuse 
to'inguire; ‘* Wherd: is God: my. maker?” 
Shall ‘man. disregard: the. return of that holy 
day, which, reminds - hina,.of,..his. derivation 
‘from the greatest.and best of beings;. and in- 
- eulcates.the delightful duty..ef ‘‘:praising the 
Lord for his goodness, and for his, wonderful 
works ??’. To prompt the faithful discharge of 
this duty“ts the design and tendency: of the sab- 
bath... It was instrumental of ; preserving the 
knowledge and , worship of, the true God, a- 
mong the Israelites ; and it is manifestly con- 
ducive and efficacious to, the. same wren 
one cliristians, 4) 

Tid.) A! third.end proposed im, the ak 
vation: .of the sabbathis the devout recollection 
and acknowledgment of an overreling ted 
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ba Se aia there- 





. ore the Lord thy God: commanded thee to 
keep the sabbath day.”*:) 
jd OE sae that thigeason as been gen 





yo a aig " And:so, in the nature 
of things, not xfiiea, meets mertéenot all 





heaingt:. sited 20 shed seapertive’ conditions 
ai sear sais is the exclysive privilege of 
nO person or people under the sun. ‘All 
eyes wait on God, and he satisfieth the desire 
‘€ Sinridining hides His tender. mercies are 
gyer all his works.;”. and “ he bath not Jeft 
: without witness”.to any. region of the 
‘earth, Beside the common tokens of | his 
love, which are renewed to us every. moment, 
PORE a EN vattety of 
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of the chosen:tribes, inferred an obligation tip- 
on them :to “*kéep the sabbath day,” why 
should not the many ‘benefits and deliverances, 
with which we are favoured, bind us to a 
similar practice ? .We, dike them, are frail, 
a creatures; prone not only to 

** forget the God that made ts,” but “ lightly 
to esteem the rock of oursdlyation.” -Amaidst 
the hurry and business of the week, how often 
do we disregard that invisible shand, which de- 
fends us from threatening dangers, and “‘ gives 
us our meat in due season?” | Is at not, there- 
fore, a desirable, as well as a wise :and beneve- 
lent ordination, that a day, conseerated 'to-76- 
ligion, should often occur, to.amést our wan 
dering thoughts, and affords leisuretd review 
the transactions of the intervening pened; fo 
trace the footsteps of a kind  providense in 
our /preservation and support ;> and, in «the 
‘closet, family, and sanctuary, to call upon our 
souls to 1 dolenectloe: antl, amt Aig sea 
his benefits 2”? fax ; bows 


: hs ‘A fourth end proposed ia the obsee- 
vation of the sabbath is the commemoration 
of the: great work of our redemption.» 

. This 4s a dispensation s@ interesting an..its 
nature and consequences, that divine wisdom 
has seen cause to honour it’ by a change of 








“holy titne from:thé sevénth to the firstiday. of 
the week; the‘day, on which the great ¢ cap- 
tain::of our, salvation’? rose from the dead. 
For:this dhange | the. apostle: to the’ Hebrews 
assigns:a reason, -similar,’both in import’ and 
expression, to.that on: which» its first institution 
© Thereremaineth therefore,” 
edys he, 9 rest,” in. the-original, 'a sabbath; 
' for thepeople of God..:-For he,.that is en: 
tered: into his, rest, he also. hath ceased. from 
his own work,as God did -from, his.” The 
christian church has accordingly observed : this 
new era from. ‘the beginning.. On the very 
day of . the resurrection; the disciples were as- 
sembled together to worship : On the next 
tefirst day-of | the week,’ they met. againsfor 
‘the same purpose : And'on) the day of :pen- 
‘tecost;. which being fiffdays after the passo- 








wWer,<awasialso “the: first-day: of the week, 


| sthey--were all with one accord in one place ;?” 
“when ‘they were filled‘ withthe Holy Ghost, 
and Sonnets to speak with other tongues, .as:the 
— gave them utterance: 3?2\.and. when ‘ a- 










them? ‘bythe ‘sermon sof Peter... After this 
othe emaibs oukeoen: seems to’ have prevailed 
‘ Sammon Set Bute cotrrertn: ‘At Piois up 
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‘ thousand:souls were added unto — 
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on the ‘first day of the ‘week, , when the disciples 
came togettier to’ break bread,’ Paul preached 
unto them.” "That the same day was observ: 

ed in the Corinthian church, appears: from ‘the 
directions of the apostle relative toa collection 
for the poor, “‘ on the first day of the week.” 
When St. John wrote’ the book ‘of Revela: 
tions, it had generally obtamed the namé” 6f 
* the Lord’s day ;”” ‘and’by this’ name it has 
been known and distinguished i in’ all Buceeet: 
ing ages. * 

‘This alteration of time, instead “of Welle 

ening the-moral reasons which before existed 
for a sabbath, not only leaves’ them ‘in “their 
full'strength, but adds a new and Weighty me- 
tivé to its religious observance. Beside’ the 
works of creation and provideneé, ’ that aston- 

ishing dispensation of ‘grace’ in Jess’ Christ) 
by which ‘* life and immortality: are’ brought 
to light,” is: presented to our minds. “The 
sabbath has now become a kind of anticipation 
and pledge of the uninterrupted: rest, -peace; 
and joy in reversion for’ thefaithful. While 
it reminds us of the gratitude and allegiance, 
which we owe to him ‘who '‘* was» delivered 
for our offences, and tirose also for our justifi< 


W See ‘two sermons on the sabbath, by the late ot teh, 
Rap, p. 15, 16. . 
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eation,”’ it guides our thoughts to those “man: 
sions of his Father’s house, which he has gone 
ee ;?? where ‘* all that love his 

>’ free from the toils and_ distresses 
of of this e sinful: state, shall dwell forever at his 
right hand.. © It therefore suggests the strongest 
arguments to ‘‘ lay upim store for ourselves a 
good foundation against the time to come ;” 
and ‘* labour not for the meat that perisheth, 
bist-for that meat which endureth unto ever- 
mang life:”” 

. Bat for this benevolent institution, the ad- 
fantages of the christian revelation had. been, 
sensibly diminished. Most men are so deeply 
inamerséd in business, or pleasure, that. they 
would ‘seldom. spend a. thought. upon their 
Grad :sendls worehe seldom: recollect their 
brought torepause by the periodical recurrence 

fithe sabbath. . This leads many, who would 
otherwise. continue to “-walk in the. way of 
their heart, and in the sight of their eyes,”’ to 
sider the nature and:cireumstances of their 
















and‘ liye ‘henceforth ‘not unto them. 
, but u “oe hag — died for them’ and 
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delusion is’ fully exposed and refuted in the 
preceding observations. In them it appears, 
1. Not as a positive, but as a moraldatys’ © 
By a moral duty we mean “ that which is 
in itself rational, and fit to be done, though there 
were no express command to enjom it’: By’a’ 
positive duty, that which is observed only be: 
cause it is commanded, and has ‘no intrinsick 
goodness to recommend it. The former are 
commanded becatise good, the latter are good 
because commanded. Certaih it ‘is, that @ 
convenient portion of our titre’ is due to the 
service and worship of God by ‘natural right. 
And ‘could we ourselves, had” it been’ left to 
us, have set apart less time than God hath 
done ? The law of nature does not, indeed, 
dictate to us any particular day, oné*more than 
another ;” and this is the only point, in which 
the precept can be esteemed ‘positive: “ We 
are evidently as much bound 'to keep a sabbath 
as the Jews were, though not’ to the exact cir- 
cumstances of the day. ‘The equity is the 
same to us, as it was to them, thit we should 
allow one day in seven to the worship ‘of ‘that 
God, who so liberally allows us six for our 









































































































ordinary,affairs. The ease and refreshment of 
our bodies from the laboursyof our calling is 
now as'necessary as it was then 5; and..we are 
stillas much obliged with thankfulness to re- 
member’ and : meditate:upon the great mercy 
of:‘our-ereation,’»,and.preservation, ‘“ as they 
- were.” The. wonders’ of redeeming love, 
which-even ‘‘ the angels desire to look into,”’ 
and» which ‘‘ many prophets and righteous 
men desired to see, and saw not,’’ are, tous, 
an additional inducement,.and . obligation. 
These alone might be,sufficient to attach our 
hearts tothe; consecrated, hours ;...and_ excite 
» a8 to.welcome their, arrival. in, the. rapturous 
strains iof inspiration, This is the day. which 
the*Lord hath made ;. we will be glad and re- 
goice in i ” ' ; 

sym It hence Lannie A question of: inter- 
esting: moment to all, In ERNIE is the 
sabbath to be sanctified ? 

of In answer to this, question, we, shall. not 
contend. for that. rigorous and absolute rest, 
which. was.-imposed,,upon the children of Is- 
4 el, in-the males: where they , were for- 
Jen event to ‘kindle a fire in their habita- 
tions.” “Ba .shia. ‘they themselves, appear to 
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have been'no Jonger subject, than whilst they 
were fed. with’manna from heaven. It will be 
readily conceded, for so the gospel. teaches, 
that they were under a yoke of bondage, from 
which christians are happily exempt. Our 
blessed master, as'in other respects, so in re- 
gard to the sabbath, has taught us, both by, 
word and deed, the extent .of that ‘‘ liberty 
wherewith he hath made us free. It is lawful 
to do good on the sabbath day.’? Acts of.ne- 
cessary- beneficence to ourselves, to our fellow 
beings, and even to the brute creation, may, 
and ought to be performed.’ This is.evident 
from the case, with which our'text 1s.connect-. / 
ed, and from numerous other passages: ofevan/ 

gelical history. ‘It is, nevertheless, the imdis- 
putable pleasure .ef;,our/head and king, that, 
excepting these special} exigencies, the com- 
men employments of ‘life should ‘be! entirely 
suspended. Such is the language ‘of his -iné 
variable practice. Never did he interrupt the 
rest of ‘the sabbath, ‘but by deeds -of meroy 
and compassion, the immediate performance 
of which was apparently expedient and pros 
per. \No-kind.of Jabot, itherefere, if we are 
te follow his steps,’’ issto;/be undertakenior 
accomplished, =e awhich, abiaagiiie 
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céssity does not require ; and to defer till then, 
what might and ought to be achieved during 
the week, is to “rob’God’’ of the time and 
Service, which he challenges to himself: 
*'The benefits of this sacred rest are gra- 
ciously extended to” the’ beasts of the field : 
tis consequently” ‘an additional infringement 
of ‘its sanctity to commence: and prosecute 
heedléss journies, either of business or plea- 
sure.’ “Is ‘this an unseasonable remark ? . Are 
there notie; in our times; who, because the law 
of the land ‘prohibits ‘their ordinary’ pursuits, 
~ as if no higher duties were incumbent upon 
them, employ the sabbath in making excur- 
‘sive visits ; hot always’as a mere pastime, 
but, ‘in many cases, for the sake of transacting 
weuldhy concerns ? Writ itnean the “‘ rumb- 
litig of wheels,”” and frampling of hor- 
ses,” ‘which’ so-often - isturb our publick so- 
lemnities ? Do they not, in a voice, like thun- 
der, ‘proclaim the licentiousness of the age in 
which we live? Do they not disclose the 
feason, why so * few: come to the feasts of 
Zion Was EPs 
on Every species it. dissipation, on the sab- 
bath, isunfriendly to the temporal as well as 
tothe spiritual interests'of mankind. Those, 
who, not content with the rest which reason 
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and religion prescribe, must be surrounded: by 
heedless companions, and fare more sumptu- 
ously than at other times, not unfrequently fall, 
by swift degrees, into intempérance and ex- 
cess } contract an invincible ayérsion: to in- 
dustrious occupation during the rest of the 
week ; become habitually. profligate and un- 
principled in their manners; and beguile 
ihemselves.at once of the possession and pros-' 
pect of all. rational enjoyment. I doubt not 
but many, perhaps. most of, those licentious,: 
useless mortals, who have learnt to'* glory m 
their shame,”’ and dare:to’ deride-every thing’ 
serious and sacred, can trace their degradation’ 
and wretchedness to this fruitfulsource of mis-' 
chicf., Nor let. it be imagined that any one! 
class of society is exclusively exposed to; this: 
danger. Generally speaking, every ay 
who wantonly violates the sabbath, may,.from 

that, mornent, date his decline m virtue and 
reputation, if not in fortune: : Should he es-: 
cape the grosser enormities of vice, it:must be: 
the effect, not of principle, but of. education. 
This is. a righteous retribution of divine prov- . 
idence: For.as the day was designed, as well: 
to promote our bodily comfort, as to aid our: 
progress in piety and good morals, its profana+. 
tion naturally and justly tends to the destruc. . 













tion of both. Avoid, therefore, and discoun- 
tenance this growing evil: Aecustom your- 
selves to a state of readiness for the return of 
holy time ; and free as possible from the dis- 
tractions of the world, devote the day to God. 
Remember, that abstinence from labour and 
diversion is required, not only to recruit your 
strength and spirits for subsequent exertion ; 
but to give you opportunity to commune with 
your own hearts, and raise your unineumber- 
ed.affections.and desires from earth to heaven. 
Waste not:the morning:in idle slumbers; but 
hail its approach with pious alacrity, and im- 
prove its hours in those personal and domes- 
tick offices of devotion, and in that serious at- 
tention to the works. and word. of Ged, which 
shall prepare you, in‘due time, for an accepta- 
ble appearance before him, with the congrega- 
tion of his: people.. Bor we are to recollect, 
: 8 That publick, no-less than private ex- 
_ereises of religion are comprised in the accept- 
able observance of the sabbath. 
_ Manisa social being. Each individual of 
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ther of all. Pursuant to this dictate of rea- 
son, ** Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reve- 
rence my sanetuary,”’ are the combined in- 
junctions of inspiration. ‘The one is exhibit- 
ed as the obvious result of the other: and so, 
indeed, it is ; for they are naturally associated 
together in every mind, acquainted with the 
gospel of Christ. Such has been the prevail. 
ing sentiment of christians in all ages of the 
church. ‘‘ By this means it comes to pass 
that many millions of people, in almost every 
region of the earth, are at the same time en- 
gaged in prostrating themselyes before the 
throne of grace, and offering up their sacrifice 
of prayer, praise, and Rckatee to the com~- 
mon Lord of all, in whom, they live, and 3 
move, and have their being. oe 
“« There is, in this view of the Lord’s day,.. 
something so wonderfully awful and magnifi- 
cent, that one would think it almost i impossts 
ble for any man to resist the ine he 
must find in himself to join in this sonal as- 
sembly of the human race ; ‘‘ to go with the 
multitude,”’ as the psalmist expresses it, ‘‘ into 
the house of God ;” and to take part in a so- 
lemnity so striking to the imagination, s0~ 
suitable to the majesty of heaven, so adapted 
12 
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to the wants,. the. necessities, the. infirmities, 
the obligations, and the duties of a created 
and a dependent being.”” Yet ‘ we see con- 
tinually, that'the most trivial pretences of wea- 
ther, of indisposition, of business, of compa- 
BY. ;. _ pretences, which would not be suffered to 
re, one moment, with any favourite pur- 
ai or amusement, are thought reasons of suf- 
ficient weight to justify us in, slighting the ex- 
commands, and deserting the service of 
our maker and redeemer.’”* 
‘Instead of falling into’ this criminal indiffer- 
ence and neglect, let me beseech you habit- 
ually to ~* consider one another to provoke 
Ri ito love : and good works, not forsaking the 
assembling of yourselves together, as the man- 
nér of some is.” Be “ glad, when they say 
unto you, Jet us go into the house of the 
Lord, >” and « take the most earnest heed to 
“the things which you hear, lest at any time 
you should let them slip. Dismiss not, when 
you, Teave the courts of the Lord, the impres- 
sions of seriousness which may have been made 
po 1 your minds ; nor lose the remembrance 
of ‘the important truths, to which you haye 
listened. ‘This reminds us, 









* See Bichop Porteus’ sermon on Exod. y. 32. 
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_ 4. That the duties of .the sabbath do not 
end with the publick services of the day.: 
Deep reflection. should follow, as well as. pre- 
cede our solemn approaches to: God. ‘To re- 
tire from his. presence.in a thoughtless frame 
of levity ; and, as too often happens, plunge 
immediately into frivolous conversation,  dissi- 
pating amusement, or worldly business,.is a 
daring affront to his authority; anda fatal ob- 


struction to our improvement. Such persons, 
‘‘like the man beholding his natural face ima 
glass, behold themselves, and go their way, and 
straightway forget what manner of, men, they 
were.”?_ This is one of the most common and 
influential:causes of. that shameful insensibility 


to. divine things, which. so generally prevails 
among mankind. ‘ The cares of the world, 


and the deceitfulness of riches, choak the word, 
and they become unfruitful.”’ 


When you seek light and counsel in sub- 
lunary concerns, you donot turn from your 
advisers, and think no more of the subject. 
You view and review it, in all its different as- 
pects, relations, and dependencies; and you 
spare neither time nor pains fully to understand 
and advantageously to apply it. Pursue the 
same course, in quest of religious instruction ; 
employ the retired hours of each successive 
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sabbath in pondering the lessons you receive, 
in testing your hearts and lives by the oracles 
of divine truth, in imploring grace and assist- 
ance'to see and forsake your errours; and 


‘your path, like the shining light, shall shine’ 


more and more unto the perfect day.” For 
“if thou turn away thy foot from doing thy 
pleasure on my holy day ; and call the sab- 
bath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honour- 
able ; and’shalt honour him, not doing thine 
own ways; a eee pleasure, nor 
delight thyself i in the Lord, and I will cause 
thee to-ride upon the high places of the earth, 
and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father ; forthe mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
i” 
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JOHN xx, 24. — 
But’ Tiiomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, wae 
not with them when Jesus came. 


AFTER the death of our blessed Lord, it 
was the uniform practice of his disciples, ‘on: 
the first day of the week, a day which has ever 
since been held: sacred’ among christians; to 
meet together, and. unite in prayer to God for 
the direction and aid of his spirit, and consult: 
the scriptures for their mutual instruction and 
edification. At this time, and for these pur- 
poses, they were assembled, when Mary Mag- 
dalene brought the welcome tidings of their 
crucified Master’s resurrection, and when Je- 
sus himself made his first appearance te them, 
with that endearing salutation, ‘‘ Peace be 
unto you.”” 


Pe ae . 
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On this. occasion Thomas, one of their 
number, was unhappily absent ; and, of course, 
lost that convincing evidence, with which the 
rest were furnished, that the despised Galilean, 

whom he had followed, was indeed the Mes- 
siah, and Saviour of the world. Hence, as 
we are told in the sequel of the story, he con- 
tinued unbelieving, till his doubts were re- 
moved by an instance’ of condescension and 
grace, no less undeserved than extraordinary. 

When he. was informed of the fact, instead of 
giving credence to the information, .he perti- 
naciously replied, ‘ Except I shall see in his 
Hands the print of the nails, and put my finger 
into the print of the nails, arid thrust my hand 
into his side, I will not believe.” Had not 
the compassionate Redeemer seen fit to com- 
ply with this extravagant demand ;- at least, 

lad he not deigned, by some incontestible 
proof, to demonstrate the identity of his per- 

son, and the consequent divinity of his mis- 

sion and religion, ‘Thomas had, in all human 
probability, ‘* made shipwreck of faith and a 

dod conscience.” 

. From the words thus briefly exhibited in 
their connexions, we may remark, first, the 
duty of assembling for social and publick. wor- 
ship ; and, secondly, the danger of neglecting, 
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in contrast with the: advantage; of improving’ 
the seasons appropriated» to this service: 
Whence, thirdly, will result the, most power- 
ful.motives to a constant and, conschontiptist at- 
tendance at the, sanctuary. ) 

I... We are, first, .to. remark the ist of 
assembling for social and.publick worship. 

This practice is not only authorized, but 
recommended and enforced by the apostoliek 
example, to which the .text alludes; . and 
which is repeatedly mentioned. in, other, parts 
of the gospel history. Customs which pre- 
vailed in the early ages of the church, before 
christianity was corrupted by the superstitious 
inventions and traditions of men, are generally 
and justly considered as inferring an obliga- 
tion upon us to “ go, and dolikewise.”?_, Cer- 
tainly then, those customs, which were adopt- 
ed by the immediate companioisdof Christ, 
by those, who enjoyed the privilege of his 
personal presence and counsel, and, who could 
hot be ignorant of the rules and orders. of his 
kingdom, deserve our unreserved _and..cheer- 
ful adoption. . Had we no other authority. than 
the religious convocations of the primitive dis. 
ciples,on this. ground alone we. might safely 
rest the. propriety, and obligation. of christian 


worship. This, however, is not our only 
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warrant. “To place the duty im. a still more 
clearvand convincing light, and to obviate ev- 
ery. possible. objection, numerous exhortations 
and injunctions are found in the sacred ‘pages, 
which speak a language ‘exactly coincident 
with 'thissancient ‘usage. . “* Let us ‘consider 
one. another,”’ says the apostie to the Hebrews, 
** to provoke unto loveand good works, not 
‘forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
asthe manner of some is.” ‘To multiply quo- 
tations of this import would be easy, but 
needless. Open your bibles, ‘and peruse 
their inspired contents, and you cannot over- 
lgok them. 

‘The practice -contended for has the sanc- 
tion of reason, as well as of revelation. Pub- 
 ick-offices of religion are not peculiar to the 
christian e¢dnomy. All ages and nations of 
men ‘have had their forms of external worship 
and adoration, which, ‘however erroneous, in 
themselves considered, prove, at least, that the 
principle is founded in nature. The gospel 
corrects these errours, and carries this natural 

principle into its just conclusions. Here we 
are: taught, that ** the ‘hour is now ‘come, 
when the true worshippers shall worship the 
eee in be and in — Here! too, 
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we are informed’ ““wherewith to come before 
the Lord; atid’ bow ourselves ‘before nT 
high God.” ‘We are not; like ‘the’ heathen, 
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rie the solemn’ endircisal'td wh 7 
aré’éalled, an‘equivalent for the” blessitigs’ we 
rise a ocek'? ort “we catmot be profitable 
tothe Almighty, as he' that’ is’ Wise wee 
profitable to himself and his neighbour.” Mg 
alted above all’ praise, our sublimest ‘ anthe 
can’ never Géscribe, mudi less" increase 
essential glory. “To “* tread his’ courts,” = 
eratefully recognize his ene: Pe 
government’; to magnify "the “ric 
eoddness with the’ congregath +8 his’p 
to hear the meSsages of his grace ; 7 an id j 


























expressions of homage, su 
pendence, évery way Shep oa condition 

are hevertheless calculated solely for our bene- 
fit; and tend, by the beriévolént ordination of 
heavén to our improvement ‘and ‘salvation. 
T’o omit them, therefore, ‘is at Once’ ‘to ‘betray 
a thankless indifference-to the’ parent’ ind bene 
factor of ‘creation, and €xpose ourselves’ tothe 


perpetual dominion and punishment of sin. 
If. We heneé proceed, sécondt esi 


mark the danger’ -of negicotinig, “ar 


NO. 32° K 

















# 













sid 


with the advantage of i improving the seasons 
appropriated to social.and.publick worship. 

This danger is strikingly displayed .in.the 
ease.of ‘Thomas. He.was not with the other 
disciples, when.Jesus .came. Whilst, there- 
fore, by. the. sight .of .their risen Lord, they, 
_ Who had before. been equally diffident and de- 
sponding, were established in the faith; for 
want.of this evidence and support, which, but 
for his.own neglect, had been vouchsafed to 
him. at the same time, he was left still a prey to 
pomy uncertainty, and:perplexing doubt. 

. Here.is exhibited, ina manner well adapt- 
ps our.attention and enkindle our 
geal, the risk we run by ,relaxing our. dili- 
gence,..in the use.of those means, which di- 
vine wisdom and goodness have, prescribed to 
aid our progress in\piety and virtue. For al- 

we discard. the reveries of enthusiastick 

enders who. bast. of supernatural visions 
and revelations, and. arrogantly. condemn .all 
who donot. profess some mystcrious inter- 
course with heaven, through the medium of 
their bodily senses; yet, that by the worship 
s of, the gospel, the Holy Ghost 
sapean fin bent, and sanctifies the will and 
tions, — 
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This is the ordinary and stated methed, in 
which the benefits of redémption are commu- 
nicated; the new man formed, and: the divine 
lifé’sustained. Independent ‘of this method} 
it is presumption to expect the forgiveness and. 
acceptance of our'maker. ‘Even those; who 
ave necessarily detained from’ the house’ of 
prayer and its attendant*privilegés, are depriv- 
ed of many comforts and!’Helps, which’ they 
might otherwise enjoy. ‘Such’ detention is; 
therefore, depreeated by every considerate” and 
serious mind, as a gri¢vous frown of’ provi- 
dence. | How  deéplorable;. ‘then; mitist-bethe 
moral ‘state of those, who piy ‘ho Tégard to the 
returning periods of worship; but suffer them 
to pass. unnoticed and unimproved’! ‘Though 
apprized of the way, in which*Ged is wont to 
meet atid. bléss his degenerate ‘offspring, “ they 
will not even frame their doings to turn unto 
him.” In thie exercise of this temper,’ what 
prospect can they have of: converting grace? 
Will the lawgiver and’ ‘judge of the’ world re- 
ward their ingratitude and-sloth ‘with a’ mira- 
culous interposition for their’ deliverdnee from 
“'the' wrath to come?” "Will he forcibly in- 
trade’ his mercy upon ‘them, whilst they turn 
a deaf'ear to the cals and courisels of his Tove ® 
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‘Would they consent to “ wait at wisdom’s 
gates,” and “ask the way to Zion, with their 
faces thitherward,” they might hope for every 
needful assistance to encourage and accelerate 


their progress. But) since, instead of adopt- 
ing. ‘ee. pecan prudent’ course, ‘they 





great joy,” which attune the voices of angels 
to praise ; “‘ forget the God that made them, 
and lightly esteem the rock of their salvation,” 
miay they not justly be’ “¢ given over to a re- 
‘mind ;”” and left, ‘¢ after their hard- 
ness and impenitent heart, to treasure up wrath 
‘inst ‘the day of wrath, and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God ?” 
~ Here some, “willing to justify them. 
sélves,”? may. inquire, ‘To what extent would 
, Se Brena sory his ideas upon this sub- 
2 Would he be understood to intimate, 
‘ ‘that it is dangérous’ever to absent ourselves 
‘from the sanctuary, when we could attend 
‘ without material inconvenience ? ‘‘ Thus say- 
“ae reproaches usalso.” For though we 
adily grant, that those, who rarely, or ‘never 
ear before the Lord, in his earthly temple, 
without bai mal. and imminently exposed 
0 ineurabl ‘and ‘unbelief; yet 
“we cannot conceive ourselves in equal, or 


















and. disregard those ‘* glad ‘tidings of 
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“even similar: hazard, merely because we oc- 
‘ casionally spend the whole, ora part of the 
‘ sabbath, without joining in the pubjick 80- 
‘ lemnities of the day.” 

In answer to this popular plea, let the per- 
ilous situation, into which Thomas .was thrown, 
by asingle instance of neglect, again speak 
and be heard. How much of the ‘meek ang. 
docile spirit of christianity he apparently for- 
feited | How bold and unreasonable the serii- 
ples, which he imbibed-and_ expressed ! | How 
presumptuous and arrogant the tone, in which. 
he prescribed the kind of evi : _ without, 
which he would not believe ! Happy for him, 
his delinquency did not grow into a settled 
habit. At their next convocation, he was. 
present with his brethren ; when, not for his. 
sake alone, but. for. reasons which no longer. 
exist ; to demonstrate to all succeeding gen-- 
erations a fundamental article of our holy reli- 
gion, the exacted proof was given... 

But can you be.certain of surmounting the 
dangers, which threatened. his destruction, if 
you needlessly, and frequently fall into the 
same errour? Is it not more than possible, 
that from these small beginnings, send maay 
gradually advance to sceptical, opinions. anc 

op Caries 
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conversation, and- ultimately contract! an “un- 
conquerable dislike and aversion to every spe- 
cies of religious observance % ? This, tosay no 
more, is the’ ordinary process of apostacy from 
the, faith.; and has been repeatedly exemplified 
before, our eyes. Among those, who ridicule 





ty €xpression and appearance of. devotion, 
av ‘often do we find men, who once revered 
e name and worship of God, and, of course, 
yorted a respectable and useful character ; 
nen; whose degeneracy visibly, commenced 
with their inattention to the sacred institutions 
the gospel. For want of that culture, which 
or: and. scripture enjoin, they impercepti- 
their tenderness.of conscience, and 
yictions of truth and duty ; and learnt, not 
be a only, but the sentiments and 
erimes of infidelity. The excesses of unbe- 
ef Tike noxious weeds - m the uncultivated 
soil,” y arise in the heart, and ob- 
str fot the owth Of évery virtuous principle, 
| ss Nit offices of piety are suspended. 

“Suppose the best, however; that you 
ild be able to stop short of this deplorable 
ae “and, like Thomas, finally to retain 
ang grity. Will you, therefore, suffer no 
HSé ities’ by y your occasional negligence ? 
the day Atien. in compliance with an indo- 
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lent humour, or. forthe sake.of receiving or 
paying a friendly: visit; falsely so called, you 
shall absent. yourselves, the publick services 
may. be so peculiarly adapted to. your circum- 
stances, that were you present,, your atte 
would be.arrested, and. your’ hearts and. lives 
improved. Another opportunity, equally fa- 
yourable, on all accounts, to the purpose, may 
never occur., For it isanundoubted fact, that, 
a prayer, a sermon, or a small portion of cither, 
rendered, impressive by some, ie inCci- 
dent of manner .or occasion,may tak e deeper. 
root in the smind, and_ produce; more. lasti 
and salutary fruits in the life, than. Sl 

a different situation.’ In. privates, Yor _ May. 
read devout discourses and exercises, far more, 
correct and: pathetick, and yet. continue, MP. 
moved and indifferent, : 

There is a solemnity in cabtcks acts, of 
devotion and worship, admirably. calculated to 
meliorate the temper and. manners. Our.uni- 
ted acknowledgments of , the existence and at- 
tributes of Jehovah, joined with, our confess. , 
ions of guilt and dependence, and our suppli- 
cations for pardon and support, naturally tend 
to.inspire and diffuse a spirit of undissembled 
piety and benevolence.. Whilst we approac 
the throne of divine grace, as the children of 








a 
116. 

one common father, who, regardless of all 
earthly distinctions, “ looketh on the heart ;” 
arid’ whilst we hearken to the parental ‘dilbveiies 
of his word; which proclaims the overtures of 
his mercy to our fallen race ; and, at once be- 
seeches us ‘* j in Christ’s stead to be reconciled 

unto‘God,” and warns us of that ‘+ indignation 


and wrath, tribulation and-anguish, which are 
revealed from heaven against all unrighteous- 


ness and ungodliness of men ;”” what but the 


most perverse insensibility can steel our hearts 
to that love of God and our neighbour, which 
‘is the fulfilling of the law 2” Cana more 
obvious, a more rats method be conceived 
for the production and increase of that reve- 
rence for his character, and attachment to the 
( pres ‘of our maker; that humility and 
meeckness, _justice and charity, condescension 
and €, in our social intercourse, 
which are alike indispensable to our present 
peace and future glory ? : 
_ OF those, who statedly adopt this insti- 
be cing “there are none, perhaps, who 











| ; though they be 
ke d by the care, ad es of 








the world, y t : 
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here, ade fac nines d into a sense, of 
piety and religion ; whose callous hearts are. 
softened, and prepared. for the im of 
divine grace, by the solemnity of publick Wore 
ship ;_ who came deaf to every ¢ call but that of 
decency and custom, but depart with a better 
sense of things on their minds, roused from 
their lethargy of soul, to listen to, the warning 
voice, which bids. them return, eS. High, 


way, and. walk. in it. beats 


‘There is that, strong ae ‘con- - 
nexion between, the ‘body, and. the soul, be.’ 
tween the senses and imagination, the passions 
and the reason of mankind, that they uniformly, 
act and re-act upon each other; and, by this 
mutual rebound, work, effects, which, to, a 


common. eye, sah seem pre gg Is! 


por Maser of divine rec wed the llc. 
ments of she outward senses.’ 2 Wubi lessons af 
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mankind been exhorted to avoid every invit- 
iti temptation of sight and hearing; because 
these, working on the imagination and pas- 
sions, do. inévitably sink the soul into every 
sensual €xcess? Now so it hath happened, 
that many of these pious moralists, not pene- 
trating ‘into the full extent of the hurhan frame, 
have braided the senses and imagination, as 


the natural enemies of all virtue ;. forgetting, 


that by a proper application, they might be in- 
listed in her service, and happily converted 
imto natural instruments of the noblest’ purpo- 
. sesxof religion. For as ‘many objects of serise 
tend to debase the. mind, so there are otliers 
whieh no less tend’to exalt it... Hence indif- 
ferent things gain their efficacy ; foras the 
soul, in.comamon life, is too generally drawn 
down by earthly objeets, so it is the province 
of publick’religion ‘to. counterwork their opera- 
tions, and elevate the mind’ to the’ contemple- 
tion of divine thires, by external and solemn 
institutions. ‘Thus the appointed times of 
orship will naturally put us'in mind of the 
work to'which we are calléd : The awful si- 
lence and solemnity ‘ofthe house of God will 
naturally awaken those impressions of love and 
gfatitude, thdse sentiments of humility ‘and 
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submission, which , are ii alin em 
of unfeigned devotion. « ..1, 
us Beside these great effects, we must. net 
forget.the powerful . influence. of example, in 
the publick pee oye God. ...By. example. 7 
mean not only that which works by shame. 
emulation, nor that’? exclusively, ‘‘ which. a 
wakens.cool reflection, in. the. mind, by;, both 
whiclr religion, and piety are indeed often pro- 
moted ;. but I mean that sympathy of soul so 
strongly prevalent in human naturé, which, 
like fire among combustible . matter, immedi- 
ately runs. through the mass, converting the 
whole to its own likeness... The; ‘passions are 
contagious. Fear, hope,. grief, joys, exulta,. 
tion and rapture, shining forth, inthe counte- 
nance of.our fellow creatures, strike themselves 
into our hearts, and awaken: comesponding’ 
feelings in the soul. ‘Thus. the sight of a.con- 
gregation seriously united in worship, naturally 
inspires additional. degrees of piety .and reves 
rence, Every. individual .at once. gives.and: 
receives new fervours of devotion ; .a devotion 
far more animated than can.easily be raised. in; 
the retirement of .the closet. We. become _ 
more ardent in prayer, more.attentive in hear- 
ing ; and when,’ aided by. “‘ the powers, of 
harmony,”’. we. spéak forth the divine praise, 
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% our hearts are doubly” warmed with -grati- 
tude, and-then indeed do’ we worship the Lord 
int the beauty of holiness. © 

' “Though each of these effects, when sep- 
arately ‘considered, ‘is of great weight ;. yet 
when united, they receive still higher degrees 
Of usefulness and efficacy, especially when en- 
forced by the power of custom. Those places, 
actions, ceremonies, postures, forms: of’ wor- 
ship, to which we have been long accustomed, 
and to which we have habitually joined the 
ideas of reverence, piety, sanctity, ‘pratitude, 
and devotion, will always affect ‘us in ‘the most 
warm and effectual manner.’ * 

‘To these advantages, the hope of its is 
sitiheiact by the nature’ and teridency of so- 
cial worship, may be added the animating 
prospect ofa divine blessing, with which it is 
accompanied, as an institution of revéaled“re- 
ligion. ' Sintce “ the Loni loveth'the gates of 
Zion more than all the divellings of Jacob,” 
will he not afford his special presence and era- 
cious Co-operation tg to those, who devoutly hre- 
quent the place- where his name is recorded ? 

The means, which i his wisdom » and goodness 


BT hy See 72 i Jobo aki A.M, delivered at the 
a St James's C han in Whitehaven (Engiand) 
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that scene hl» adam twnsce te 
of the world,;”’ but to the smallest:¢number of : 
worshippers,‘ who. shall jagnéenon ‘earthiiasy 
touching any thing that, they-shalliask,”” he 
has engaged ‘* it shall be: done-forthem of his 
ap who is..in- heaven... For,’ says they 


“-where'two or, three are gathered: together in. 
my name, there atn J im-theamnids ’ 


Hh thehafons; vee antincinl teal alba 
in the way of his own appointment, we haves 


abundant - reason to. expect» his : “goneurrence 
and aid to “* hélp our infirmities}’%an ; 


usin the way everlasting: :?» Buta: awe eset 

at naught his counsel; and: will)none of: his: res 

proof ;°?.. if weineediessly rors vem ben 

house’ and. worship, we: macy 

selves to: be se hardened TOTOUS ET Ui 

ness Of sini’? > ; bie he | 
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“Fa 7m teeta you orto 
hs i) ‘ ee én eC You. ‘hae Seki 
ice recomiietided is a matter of 
blig wach cits from the ‘condi- 
ons of our being » and is founded 

he reason ar ‘things. The’God, 
ee ae reali Stir ‘existence, ‘to 
whom we ‘are indebted forall our ‘blessings, 
t whe “dread tribunal we muist give an 

Pian uct, “ requires this at 

cur hands, ot barely i token of homage 
“reverence to him’; ‘but as’a mean of bring- 
4 ing us'to’ aresemblance of his moral image 
- and ech aed to a meetness for his: éternal 
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) ‘upon yeaa to « praise | | 
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science void of ofc,” semua of those : 










al icprovemels. fiat thd publick. offices.of | 

ligion, . How great and. extensive oneal 
be his:attainments without hem: 5 Melee then { 
these attainments would: bey re. distin- 4 
guished. hae. he be inalai eT, teed a 


ing, a *€ stirred. up by way ¢ of, rel nemit 
and directed to important, _ ica 
which might otherwise escapedais. motices .ax 
fail of their proper fruits in, his hfe and conve 
sation... Meanwhile, he, may both. TECelVve. ant 
communicate a more’ fervent..piety, and ze 
by, associating ,, with others: int €, solemn acts 
of devotion and worship. ,.This being, the de- 
sign and. tendency of the, institution, in, pro- 
portion to his rank and influence, in society, he 
may, and he is bound in ; duty, to.give ; 
tion to. the things .that.are, exee lent, 
same time. that he promotes. 
his personal growth in,grace. 

% these you Cg on nat incu them 
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* ei ig offered mercy, and ‘‘ rejecting the pe 
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ene ‘abettors and ** partakers of 


















‘other then’s anes" ane ais ae bepdgaent to bo 

] an , sincere, and exemplary obedience let 3 

| . ‘Now's mie selonbiacnisi enjoy the bene- "fo 
fits of reclemption. There is none, but, in the “i 

hour ent and ‘reflection, is constrain- ja 

Led with Baleamn of ol, ‘to'exelam, ‘* Let me ef 

ie-the death of the righteous, and let my Jast ¢ ‘ii 

“endbe'like hhis.”” “Learn, then, to prize and | “TI 

iniprove the’means, which; for this purpose, en, 

‘Hy faithful creator’? has ordained. Recollect, é eat 

‘that; inthediligent use of ‘these means, the ‘of 

tare eo gies Of the christian character, FR. wy. 

ite fo ‘inherimnee'amon; Bp 

em that are sanctified,” are to be sought and * $01 

ibrsined. Whilst you rejoice in‘that-divinc | ‘of 







: ing» proclamation, ‘“ If thou seekest | 3 
| her as silver, and searéhest for her as for hid 


‘shalt ‘thou. understand the fear ‘mn 
of God,” . 


Lat 


tion thé advantage of tmpeengig, and: the i 
LasOk 3.80 6 brat sto 
Sue service of Ged, ens favourable ‘to the 
choice.and pursuit of -“* that good ‘part: whieh: 
can never be taken away from youse- 1 oe4 © 
When indisposed to the ipublick: exereises 
of religion, and tempted to refrain:your foot 
from the courts of the Lord, pause first; ‘and. 
let meditations of the followig inaport~ take, 
possession. of your heart: ‘Lam ran apes 
‘ for-an endless eternity ; ; in which, ‘* accord- 
‘ ing to the deeds done’ in the body? ineffable 
“joy, or inconceivable wormustbe ‘my pore 
‘tion! and, “ behold-now igetherac 
‘time, behold now: is the day of? salvation.’ 
They be the last sabbath” fe 
‘enjoy. Before the~ arrival’ of anéthenstay 
‘ fate may be unalterably fixed! in the ‘epiori 
‘ of unbodied spirits ; ‘and I may wishimwvain 
‘ ** to see one’ of the days of the’son Of mani?’ 
‘ But if not, who knows but: a word im seas 
‘son is now prepared ; of:thesaving: benefit 
‘of which an unnecessary dbsende might for 
‘ever deprive me ? And"how;i@*how could I 
‘endure the augtst-scerie of the ‘final judge 
‘ment, should it then appear, that when. no 
‘ insurmountable — ore it Impracts 
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“ble, or even oian by refusing to “ seek 
“the Lord, while he might be found,” and to 
* call ‘upon him while he was near,” I had 
’ “perversely forleited an unfading crown of 
‘ righteousness, and subjected myself to the 
“awfal destiny . af” ot laypocrites and unbe- 
Reveigo 
~ Under these impressions, how absurd and 
guilty would the usual pleas for delinquency 
be found ! Were they duly contemplated and 
cherished, neither | idleness nor amusement, 
neither busi ure, would ‘seduce 
“you fiom the worship and ordinances of the 
gospel. . Instead of forming excuses, or €x- 
\Claimingy.:f‘ What. arweariness is it 2? you 
Lal “be | glad: when they*said into you, let 
: ae ‘into! the house» of ‘the Lord ;” and, 
_ “more ready to hear than to offer the sacrifice 
Of fools;??-you: would .“‘ go from ‘strength to 
‘stre i”? till: by: the services of the earthly; 






































you should be qualified for the sublimer occu- 


_ ton nde ments of the heavenly Zion. 
e Uc id what has been’ said, and the 


_ sada eer » perfect i in’ every mow work to 
do, hi wa orig in ie that ‘which is 
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SERMON. VIE. 


OM HEARING THE WORD... 


j Le te 20 
Pare 
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SAMES i. 21. 


Wherefore, lay apart all Jilthiness and echeiaiia of” 
niaughtiness, ane receive with a or — 






Own, loved them: to the end.” Sr destin’ 
‘« head over all things tothe chanch,”? hé*not 
only spent, but sacrificed. his life:for’the ‘hu- 
man kind. Nor did the effects of his -benevo- 
lence terminate with the peried.of his ‘niihis- 
try and sufferings on earth, He. wee _per- 
manent.provision for the: instruction 
nition, and encouragementiof his: illo 
future ages... “‘ When he. ascended up. ‘on 
high, he, led.captivity captive, and pave gifts 
unto men; some, apostles; and some, proph. 
ets ; and,some, evangelists; and some, pas- 
tors anc teachers, for the gd “of the 
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saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 


edifying of the body of Christ.” Knowing 
our frame, and pitying our infirmities, he com- 
missioned an order of men to explain and in- 
culcate the: principles of that: “‘ new and living 
way, which he had consecrated for us ;?? and 
frequently to call the attention of their breth- 
ren from the ensnaring objects, pursuits, and 
pleasures of time to thé’** one thing needful.” 
This is the origin and.end of preaching ; 
which.has long and justly. been reputed an effi 
cacious meap.of disseminating the knowledge, 
_and exciting. the-practice of pure and undefiled 
religion.’ Hence the importance of an impar- 
ial and-constant attendance on the publick 
: ations of the gospel: ‘That such atten- 
dance: is:designed’in the.exhortation to “ re- 
eet meckness the ingrafted word,” 
ue, who observes the connexion in which it 
ands carina Jt is an expressive met- 
iphor; ‘taken from a well known practice in 
agriculture; -and requiring us to admit and 
cherish the truths dispensed from the oracles 
oF God, as the germe of that ‘‘ fruit unto holi- 
ss, the end of which is everlasting life.” 
“Weare taught then, first, the duty of 
ring ‘the word ; en ge the ro of 
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-miltid, in which this duty is;to be» performed ; 
ae oe Se | idenc age ae 
L ‘The aptetle évidently: sapponpb errie- 
viously understood and conceded, ‘that-all: are 
bound to’hear the word: Instead, ‘therefore, 
of formally recommending ‘the act, “he gives 
directions for the faithful. performance »of ‘the 
-duty ; and speaks ii a style, which indicates:a 
special reference to the practice! of attending: to 
the great truths of inspiration,/as Statedly’ dis- 
‘pensed in christian assemblies. . ‘Vhe~ obbige- 
‘tions ‘to this practice appeary<: 4p 
4. From ‘its divinetinstitation.’ ‘Po ‘any 
one, ‘wlio but ‘superficially ‘surveys “the history 
of our Saviour’s life, it will be obvious, that 
he early sent forth persons ordained to that of- 
fice, to preach ‘the gospel ‘of ‘the kingdom.* 
That this was not ‘a ‘mere temporary” ‘expedi- 
ent, adopted.to introduce and “give publicity 
to anew and unknown religions: prongs 


che gave" te ‘his nie miner, ahteris 
resuirection from the’ ih Ge ye 


. See Matth. x. 1. and Luke 4. ga 
+ Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. 
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‘wiPhe’ same: position is 
db ythe ce aie. rae con- 












‘texpwas to. ‘ indus ‘denabiae by the 
pe 1 ‘of Judas Isearict ;* and; ‘during life, 
ytegrdained elders'in every church’’} that 
aabaiesle diveeiny hae elders im their 
“turnyto “commit the same ‘trust'to faithful 
men,” ee be _ to. jaidacag others 
also. *: eB 
Sa ove By these:mcans, 2 succession of: publick 
teachers ha: Spee ona —_ the christian 
om ernmand of: Tn this ‘ty 
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fact 





requisite and profitable f fat senivemighantiinishe 
» iAdlarge proportion of our species: have oc-. 

coda: “some man to guide them,” - 

their moral and religious. concéms. «Not oto 


insist-on the case-of ’ he young dine: 
rw menigerdl: those, in riper‘age, 
deena within narrow: wlialiaga es 
confessedly . ‘* need:one to teach. one 
be the first principles of the'draele 

many of the intelligent and diseen 
constantly occupied by othetidna 
suits, as to-have little time; andsq 













inclination for theological: 
well informed in secular affairs, »: 


be untaught in spiritual wisdonys 
fact, equally notorious: 3 
religion rarely, if ever, holdsithatrankamone: 
the objects of education, whieh its pieailinn 
demands. —In:many instances itvis. totally. ne: - 
glected. « May*not persons; in’ this situation, 
be instructed froma the pulpit ? “To themyyat 
least, if is an v invaluable Princes 2 — 
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tions, as the Christian scheme-of redemption ? 
The method, which its glorious author. has 
prescribed for its illustration, 1s perfectly anal- 
ogous to that, in which every other;species.of 
knowledge is communicated and acquired. 
Where then shall we find the persony:whouis 


too wise to profit by the regular aN 


the gospel ? 
Say, however, if you please, that sheen ona 


numbers, who “ have more-understanding than: 
all their teachers.” Still:the obligation. to: hear. 
remains in force. For we are, $.:témote, that 
to divulge new doctrines, and»bring:“‘\sttange: - 
things to the ear,” isnot the chief design. of 
publick teaching. Impressions. of ypiety: ‘and 
virtue may subside, and acknowledged truths 
fail of their proper influence en:the: heart: and: 
life, through: forgetful inattention.<j To. this 
the learned, as well as: the ignorant, are, liable,. 
All, who profess and believe the: bible, whether. 
they know little or much of .1ts ~cententspyires 
quire a friendly monitor to direct their thoughts, 
and urge their obedience to: the plainestyin. 
junctions. They may needfrequent informas 
tion; but they “have uninterrupted calls for 
incitement. Whose theory, however, —— 
rect, 1s: less:perfect than his practiee:?)» 

wo. 5. M | 





Sat uate 
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» wlHence;-it is anvessential branch of. minis- of 
terialsduty ©to admonish and persuade. | faci 
“Wherefore,” says Peter, ‘“ I-will not be fing 
négligentto put you always in remembrance mo 
yr — — thoughye'know them, and be fur 





present truth. Yea, I think | ten 

p ene as°lam in this tabernacle, to stat 

stir you up, by putting you in remembrance.” ally 
Inperforming this daty, without supposing : thi 
the existence, or display of pre-eminent talents, | iO 





ion may be given to the most sist 


familiar: subjects’; and theweight of motives, Kg 
already felt and cherished, may be greatly in- | mil 
creased.’ Who doesnot know that opinions the 
and*arguments, to which: we are by no ‘means the 








insensible; become more interesting and opera- 
tive: by*being:presented and viewed in various . @ tio 
lights 2 Detins; a preacher of ordinary ge- froi 





: ‘acqt “may incidentally sug- we 
gest thoughts, which have hitherto escaped the tau 
notice /of' the most penetrating hearer, and | 8 6wWa 
which:naturally lead \to'a long and useful train | the 
a or impel'to'a more diligent and erc 

sal examina nof the sacred pages. This | me 
na id and powerful incentive. to An 
reading, meditation, and watchfulness, than [ wa 
may be readily imagined. Let any one, in | to! 


the habit of perusing and pondering the oracles 
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of heaven, examine the causes,’ which »havé 
facilitated and formed this. habit, and» he ‘will 
find the publick ministrations of the gospel a- 
mong the most effective. . These-have atonce 
furnished him with materials for deyout»con- 
templation, referred him to the only infallible 
standard of truth and righteousness; and kept 
alive in his. heart that deep «sense,of divine 
things, without which a dispositiom «for: reli- 
vious inquiry and improvement could netsub- 
sist. .Thus the noble Bereans: of: old, having 
‘“‘ received the word with: alk »readiness: ,of 
mind, searched the scriptures ’ a whether 
these things were so ; ame ' 2 ranwenl 
them believed. Pi 8 SST Sak * i7 
You see then, that every valeal sailieieaien 
tion of society may deriye personabadvantage 
from the practice for which we contend: But 
were it otherwise ; were any too learned: to be 
taught, and too virtuous to be edified in» this 
way, it would nevertheless be incumbent upon 
them, for the sake of others, to’sanétion an ex- 
ercise so apparently necessary to the improve- 
ment and happiness of mankind: in’ gerieral » 
And were they to forsake the sanctuary, * the 
ways of Zion would mourn, because few- came 
to her ‘solemn feasts ;”? anid, “‘ through =itheir: 





ESS rap age 
{Phi are 
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knowledge; weak brethren, for whom Christ 
died, would perish.”? 

_ Dad. people, whose. Jearning, power, or 
wealth gives. them an elevation and influence 
above their neighbours, realize the incaleulable 
good or evil, which results to the world from 
their example in this respect ; and the conse- 
— responsibility of their stations, they 


“walk. an all the commandments 
icone of the Lord. blameless.’’ 
oo dR... Having now ‘shown, that there are 
conclusive reasons for:hearing the word, which 
apply: to. all: the, different circumstances and 
characters..of;men, let. us, secondly, consider 
the semnner-et mind, in which this. duty is to 
performed... . 9 
ir a al lay. etalk filthiness and 
superfiuity..of nanghtiness, and receive with 
meek ess the ingrafied word,” _“‘ Filthiness 
yperfuity of naughtiness”’ stand. opposed 
torthe: ‘ ‘-meekness”’ here enjoined, and imply 
the, meee: gross.and debasing acts of vice. 
TDhese:have'a natural and powerful tendency to 
darken» the; understanding, and exclude the 
rays of -divine truth from the heart... We in- 
stinctively look with a jealous eye on the men 
ancl! measures, that.counteract our favourite 
pursuits. ‘This remark is verified in number- 
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less instances which fall within the ‘compass of 
every one’s observation ; but in none, more 
visibly than in the treatment, which: the gos- 
pel and its ministers are known to receive from 
the openly profane and profligate:- Aware that 
the design of preaching is to rebuke’and ‘re- 
strain their wandering steps, and ‘* willing ‘to 
justify themselves,” they embrace “€very ‘op- 
portunity to depreciate both’ the: office, ‘and 
those whosustain it. Such is indisputabh 

the origin of that indiscriminate ridicule, which 
is so often aimed at the clergy, not ‘Only in the 
vulgar haunts of licentiousnéss, ’ where 7 # 
are'litérally made’ ** the song Of “drut 

but among certain others, who even ¢laim the 
reputation of science and refinement.’ It’ is not’ 
the men, but the profession, “whieh @xcites 
their rancorous hostility. “* The pod of this 

world hath blinded their minds,’ lest* the light 

of the glorious gospel of “Christ, who is ‘thé 

mnagé of the invisible God, should ‘shine unto 
them” Whenever, therefore, they consent 

to hear the word, it is in the’ éxercise of deep 

rooted prejudice against the lessons it inculs 
cates. “They studiously repel every doctfine — 
and precept, whieh” contravene’ their prevail- 
ing conduct. ‘Their - first inquiry is ‘not, 
Mm 2 















































































































IS 
: bom reo forth ‘from ‘the Lord!?”” But, 
«What is :its aspect on*our habitualtemper 
“Cand nianners ? ‘Wilbit not convict us of ab- 
teundity and guilt? “Wilh it not reduce: us to 
‘one orthe other of these alternatives ; either 
_ {to Suilerdisgrace, ar to’change our course of 
fife ;iiite pluck out a right’eye’; to cut off a 
ho re anid to-take up our cross?” 
vonlfsapand so it actually is, self defence im- 
ls 'them to treat both the message and_ the 
mes! ‘with negleet, ‘at least, if not with 
| indignation and contempt. They accordingly 
‘herish animosity against all who ‘shun not 
to declare the whole counsel of God 3”? and 
whenever ‘the sins which most easily. besct 
““fheni’?; are, described and denounced, they 
take immediate alarm, and not unfrequently 
‘gemplain-of personal attacks from the pulpit. 
“Tf they "have too much penetration and pru- 
‘dence’ thus to. publish- their own shame, thcy 
a will, in any event, evatle the force of every pre- 
: “oe and reinneinesers hs which: their refor- 



















and surprising. Sometimes the veil’ of pre- 

cl ignorance .is assumed, and doubts are 
ney ; where even a child’ would be at no 
sometimes far-fetched and extravagant 











times a - shameless aa ri with the 
most sacred subjects; preciadel HNGT pees 
application to the heart. 
’ Now it will be evident to évery eae 
_ that a character, which necessarily generates 
such: dispositions 1 in the mifid,- and renders it 
impervious to the sentiments of réfigion and 
virtue, is a fatal obstruction to the meek res 
ception of the ‘‘ ingrafted word.” ” ‘Reasoti 
, must be permitted to operate, before: revela: 
tion can produce its desired effect: The die- 
tates of natural conscience meat lec 
before the voice of God will be heard with 
docility and reverence. A sense of the need, 
in which we stand of light and ditection, and 
a concern to ‘ know the things which belong 
to our peace,”’ must, in the order of nature, 
precede, as well as. accompany an acceptable 
and advantageous attendance on the means of 
religious instruction. . “¢ Keep thy foot, there- 
fore, when thou goest into the ST hte of God, 
and be more ready to hear, than to give the 
sacrifice of fools.” Not only.“ incline” thitié 
ear unto wisdom,” but ‘ apply thy heart to 
understanding.” Renouncing those ‘vices, 



























































































whiel pervert the, } and. affections, 
** receive the ki God.asa little child.” 


-ocelf we, fix. oun attention on the end proposed 
inithis duty, we cannot be ignorant of the man- 
ner,,in. which it is. to. be performed. . This 
end is nothing less than, our. improvement and. 
salvation. Surely, then, it becomes. us to 
give the most earnest, heed. to the things -we 
este leth stony tone we shouldlet them slip.” 
The gospel brings 





ears and nem 1 Yet how. many: who would 
be sbegrbed by. a ile tale,.in which they had 
@.concer apd from which they. could de- 
rive, no benefit, are alike .unmoyed . and wnen- 
areal Most. solemn, and interesting 
communications of heavcn,!_ A lisless, drow 
S¥.qenguor appears sin their whole deportment ; 
| : is it! 192 is repeated in 
every Y attitude and every gesture 1 OHNE with 
A Sox mt at gd of Tyla suffer. 
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betray a wanton lightness of behaviour, totally 
inconsistent with every principle, both of piety 
and good manners. Is/this an undue censure > 
of the:-frequent whispers, and other. sportive 
irregularities, which sometimes disturb and 
disgrace our holy convocations ? «The: oyer: 
tures of reconciliation from God to man are - 
calculated neither to excite, nor to justify 
mirthful trifling, All who-feel their weight 
will, of course; hearken’ to their demands with 
serious gravity. Not only their external de 
portment, but their hearts, will/bé’in thison 
with the great design of this benevolent insti: 


tution. Far from seeking: opportunities ta 
abject and cavil; far from tratisferring the ‘res 


proofs and expestulations of the gospel from 
themselves to others, they will listen to them 
with candour and self application, arid® maké 
it their uniform’ endeavour to gain that infor. 
mation and encouragement, Which’ may effec: 
tually convince themi of their errours, and 
‘‘ euide them in the way'éverlasting.” 

It is not pretended, that meekness will fe« 
quite or induce you to repose an unlimited 
confidence in your instructers. ‘* To’ the 
law, and to-the testimony : If they speak not 
according to this word, it is because there “1s 
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no lightimthem.” ‘To this test you are bound 
to bring every sentiment, which claims the 
sanction of divine authority ; and to ‘* midge 
for yourselves what is right.” Still, however, 
you may be much assisted by those who * la- 
bour among you and admonish you ;’’ and, 
very: special cases excepted, to forsake their 
ministrations would-be no less injurious to 
yourselves, than disheartening to them. On 
this: 3 point, the advice of the.well known and 
minently pious Newton is peculiarly perti- 
nent.* .. “.A stated and regular attendance en- 
_ courages'the minister, affords a good example 
to the congregation; and.avhearer is. more 
likely to. meet with what is: suited to his own 
case from a minister, who .knows; him, and 
expects, to see him, than he, can . be-from.one 
who.is'a,stranger.; .,Especially. be.not absent 
for the sake, of gratifying your curiosity; to 
some new ‘preacher, who, you_ have per- 
haps ‘been, told, is a very extraordinary man. 
‘“¢ As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is 
aman that wandereth from, his place.”’.. Such 
led hearers, seldomthrive. . They usually 
grow wise in their. own conceits, have their 


ei This. ‘excellent - advice may be seen at large in the 


works of John Newton, rector of St. Mary, Woolnoth, Lon-_ 
don. Vol. I. p. 188195. London edition of 1787. 
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heads filled with notions, acquire a dry, crit- 
ical, and censorious spirit, and are more intent 

upon disputing who is the best preacher, than 

upon obtaining benefit to themselves from what 

they hear. If you could find a man, indeed, 

who had & power in himself of dispensing ‘a 

blessing to your soul, you might. follow him, 
from place to place: But as the blessing is in 

the Lord’s hands, you will be ‘more likely to 

receive it by waiting where his providence 

has placed you, and where he has met with 

you before. 

‘* As it is our trial to live in a day, where- 
in so many contentions and winds of strange 
doctrine abound, you’ will do well to watch 
and pray, that you may not have itching ears, 
inclining you to hearke to novel and singular 
opinions, and the erroneous sentiments of men 
ef unstable minds. In this way many have 
been hurt, yea, many have been overthrown. 
Errour. is'like poison ;_ the subtility, quick- 
ness, and force of its operation is. often amaz- 
ing. As we pray not to beled into tempta- 
tion, we should take care not to’ran into it 
wilfully. If the Lord has shown you what is 
right, it is not worth your while to know (if 
you could know it) how many ort there are 
of being wreng,. : 
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“1 Prize the gospel liberty, which sets you 
free from the doctrines and commandments of 
men ; but do not abuse it to the purposes of 
pride and'self: . There are hearers, who make 
themselves, and not the scriptures, the standard 
of their judgment. ‘Theyattend, not so much 
to’ be instructed, as to pass their sentence. To 
them the pulpit is the bar, at which the min- 
ister stands to'take his trial; a bar, at which 
few escape censure from judges at once so se- 
vere and inconsistent. For as these censors 
are not all of a mind, and perhaps agree in 
nothing so-much, as in the opinion they have of 
their own wisdom, it has often happened, that, 
in the course of one and the same sermon, the 
minister has been condemned as'a legalist andan 
antinomian! This isa hateful spirit, that breaks 
in-upon the rights of private judgment, and 
makes a’man an offender fora word. I pray 
God to preserve you from this spirit, which I 
fear is spreading, and infects us like a pesti- 
lence ; andto guide you im all things.”’ 

- JIT. But not to enlarge on the acceptable 
manner of hearing, let us proceed, thirdly, to 
remark its tendency to our improvement and 
salvation. — 

This head of discourse has been, in a mea- 
sure anticipated, under the two preceding. 


A hh oO A 2 6 
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‘The same observations, which enforce and de- 
scribe the duty, tend also to prove its salutary 
influence upon the human character and des- 
‘tiny. ‘We cannot be insensible, that an imsti- 
tution calculated to enlighten, admonish, and 
excite us, on subjects ‘‘ pertaining to life and 
godliness,’? bears a favourable aspect on our 
virtue and felicity ; and if attended to, in a 
meek and docile frame, will ‘contribute’ much 
to facilitate the work which is given us to do; 
and to qualify us for the favour, protection, 
and presence of our maker. Independent of a 
divine promise to support it, this conclusion 
is rendered probable by the nature of the case. 
But when we consider the practice, as an ap- 
pointment of heaven, expressly intended for 
this purpose ; and are unequivocally inform- 
ed, that it “ is able to saye our souls,’” we no 
longer rest exclusively on the deductions of 
reason, but confide in the immutable veracity 
of Jehovah, and expect, from him, sufficient 
grace to give energy and success to the means, 
which his wisdom td goodness faye ordained. 
Whatever indifference or Contempt may ‘be 
expressed by the world, our minds are ‘satis- 
fied with the assurance, that ‘‘* it hath ‘pleased 
God hy the foolishness of preaching,” (should 
No. 3, N r 
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they even give it that reproachful appeliation) 
** to save them that believe.” Admitting the 
inspiration of scripture, no rational doubt can 
be entertained upon this topick. Faith 
cometh by hearing.” Men are ‘“ born again, 
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
by the word of God which liveth and abideth 
forever: And this is the word, which by the 
gospel is preached unto you.” 

The natural, as well as gracious tendency 
of evangelical truth, thus ingrafted on the 
heart is to produce ‘‘ the fruits of righteous- 
hess.” It is not hearing in the abstract, but 
im connexion with its proper effects, which 
constitutes us ‘‘ heirs of salvation.”? ‘Tocome 
tothe house of God, and “ sit before him as 
his people,” is no farther advantageous, than 


i it-serves to stimulate exertions of obedience.. 


‘Tf says the forecited author,* “if. the 
peur apostles were again upon earth, and 
you could hear them all, every week ; yet if 
you were got, attentive to the duties of the 
closet; if you did not allow yourself time for 
reading, meditation, and prayer ; and if you 
bese - likewise conscientiously attend to the 
ongernments of your particular calling, and 
of your duties in relative life, I 


* Newton, ut supra, p. 1926 
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should be more ready to blame your indiscre- 
tion, than to admire your zeal.. No publiek 
ordinances can make amends for the neglect 
of those duties, which, by the appointment and 
command of God, we owe tosociety.” ** Be 
ye,” therefore, “doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”” © 

To apply the subject, let us, 1. reflect on 
the privilege we enjoy in the means of reli- 
gious edification: 

Upon this point, hear the words of the 
great Addison.* If to inform the under- 
standing and regulate the will, is the most 
lasting and dittusive benefit, there will not be 
found so useful and: excellent an instituting, 
as that of the christian priesthood. ‘That a 
numerous order of men should be consecrated 
to thestudy of the most sublime‘and beneficial 
truths, with a design to propagate them by 
their discourses and writings ; to inform their 
fellow creatures of the being and attributes of 
the Deity ; to possess their minds with the 
sense of a future state ; and‘not only to €x** 
plain the nature of every virtue and moral du- 
ty, but likewise to persuade mankind to the 
practice of them “by the most: — and 


'* In his “ Evidences of the christian seligion,” P. 1812. 
Landon edition, 1790. 
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a 


engaging Motives, is a thing so excellent and 
necessary to the well-being of the world, that 
nobody but a modern free thinker could have 
the forehead or folly to turn it into ridicule. 

_ “How would the heart of Socrates or 
"Fully have» rejoiced, had they lived in a na- 
tion, where the law had made provision for 
philosophers to read lectures of morality and 
theology every seventh day, in several thou- 
sands of schools erected at the publick charge, 
throughout the whole ‘country ; at which lec- 
tures all ranks and sexes, without distinction, 


were obliged to be present for their general 
improvement ? And what wretches would. 


they think those,. who should. endeavour to 
ee ‘purpose of so divine an institution ?” 
| 2. We infer the still more aggravated guilt, 
ps be of those, ‘‘ who turn away from 
him, that speaketh from | heaven. We are am-. 
dors from Christ,” says. the great apostle. 

to the gentiles; and, ‘‘as though God did 
beseech you. by us, we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, be. ye reconciled unto God.””_ Whether 
consider. the interesting nature, or the di- 
in.of the message, with which chris- 

tian: “ministers are. charged, it demands the 
st’ attention. “Shall the dread séve- 


reign of the universe deign to concert mea- 
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sures, the soley dbject of which is, to. aid our 


progress in piety and virtue,..and,. prepare us 
for admission to his, blissful. presence ; and 


all 


shall we dare to ‘* set at. nought his ¢ yunsel, a 
Guard, I intreat you, against .a_dispos 
so ungrateful to your heavenly. F ather, and s 50 
injurious to your immortal souls.“ Hear 
now, and attend unto wisdom, lest you mourn 
at the last, and say, How have I hated. instruc- 
tion, and-my heart despised .reproof,,.; I have 
not obeyed the voice of my teachers,:. nor in- 
clined mine ear to them that instructed me.?? 
3.. We are taught the true:reason, why so 
many are inattentive and averse, to.,‘* the .ia- 
grafted word.”? They are, (4 ‘i 
the deceitfulness of sin.”’ Becoming — “ vain 
in, their imaginations, their foolish hearts. are 
darkened,” ‘The gross veil of im impurity, and 
licentiousness overspreads_ their minds, and 
excludes that celestial light, which beams 
forth from ‘‘ the sun of righteousness,”? to, illu; 
mine a benighted world. ‘* Willingly. i Q- 
rant’? of the deformity of their charseter, an 
the perils, of their ¢ condition, they‘ | 
peace to themselves, when there. is no peace, ' 
Woe. to them who are thus, at ease in, Zion 1?) 
Many are the obstacles which their own. folly. 


wh is M2. Mis CO i tis Be bs as. Sil 




































- 


eh ; unless they 
% ceise. to do evil, 















Then’ ‘once you eee to bay your 
cotitse by'the pole star of holy writ, you know 
Not to What inhospitable repions your ‘feeble 
bark ‘thay be driven. Ont" devious’ Step” in- 
sensibly paves the-way for another, till the habit 
of” fatisgression is formed, and an unreason- 
‘able hostility ‘produced. to the terms and 
fiténs, which imfinite wisdom has ‘prescribed 
. 4 and happiness of men; till 
tions’ of ‘heaven are viewed-as ‘A 
us*Burden, and ‘the’ deluded votary ‘of 
sardless of tte Feproofé at and expostule: 
fions ‘both’ of God and man, ™ walks in the 
_ Way of big’ heart, and in the sight of his tyes.” 
‘customer -insensibility ‘to the impréssions 
téligion sme nibs sack aoe 
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ber ‘in Ale? name Fore e 
let the importance of, the ae 
your minds, and i give ap air | 
gravity. and ‘devoti onto. your, wi 
ment. Convinced ‘of your. Spit} | 
and intent on the benevolent, end, g, 
‘as new born babes, desire the sincere milk 
of the word, that you may grow thereby.” 

5. Let me remit you, in the last place, 
to .‘* that great salvation,’? which is both the 
object and motive of the practice now recom- 
mended. Surrounded by temptations and 
snares, we need every assistance which#ea- 
son and revelation furnish, to ‘¢ keep us from 
falling,’’ and excite us.to ** run with patience 
the race set before us. Here we have-no con- 
tinuing city. When a few days are come, we 
shall go the way, whence we shallnot return.’’ 
Death, however, is not the extinction of our 
being. We are candidates for eternity, and 
** must all stand before the judgment-seat of 
Christ.””> When that ‘* day of the Lord shall 
come, in the which the heavens. shall pass 
away with a great noise, the elements meit 
with fervent heat, andthe earth with the works 

that are therein be burnt up, who shall be able 
‘to stand 22 































































































saith the ines? ** Whosoever 
‘sayings of mine, and. doth 
will liken him ‘to a wise man, who 
Fm a rock: And the rain 
rik eat came, and the winds 
house, and “it felf 

Mi fcitided ‘on rock.” 
a Th ot, let him hear. ”? 
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SERMON VIL _ 


et. “eel 


ON READING THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


a a 


JOHN v. 39. 
Search the scriptures. 


TO the serious mind it must be alike as’ 
tonishing and painful to observe the heedless: 
itidifierence, frequently, I had-almost said com- 
rhonly, betrayed toward “* that great salvation, 
which began to be spoken by the Lord, atid 
Was confirmed unto us by them that Heard 
him.’ Multitudes, who read with avidity the 
current news of the day, and’other publica- 
tions, which relate exclusively 'to the affairs’ of 
the present world, find n¢ither time nor imeli- 
nation to inspect “ the livély oracles of God.’” 
As if religion might be sufficiently understood: 
without inquiry’; “or were less important’ it 
its nature, than earthly pursuits and gratif 
tions, every Source Of hunaan information, and. 
even amusement ‘is eagerly explored, whilst’ 
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those records of grace and truth, which bring 
*« fife and immortality to light,’’ lie neglected 
and ‘unimproved. To this origin may be 
traced no intonsiderable portion of that insen- 
sibility to divine things, by which the chris- 
tian world is too” generally characterized and 





"Phat we miay escape this prevalent eorrup- 
tion, and ‘‘ know, in this-our day, the things 
that belong to our peace,” let us, under the 
direction of our Saviour’s injunction, in the 
text, attend first, to the import ; secondly, to 
_ the-utility ;. and thirdly, to the obligation’ of 


searching the scriptures. 


I. The language, in: which the heavenly 
| teacher has:clothed this command, marks, with. 


@ precision: peculiar to himself, the full extent 
of the duty in discussion. To ‘‘ search the 
tures’’ is a phrase, which evidently im- 





ies hing. more than a hasty, desultory, 
or ‘Opeaiiatiel, inspection of their inspired con: 
tents. Itconveys-to. every mind the idea of 
attentive, impartial, and frequent perusal ;. and 
iculcates, not only the external act, but the 
bject and motive, by which this act is to be 







‘ a Ee deniers, give u us a comprehensive 
viet the divine conduct and purposes, rela- 
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tive to the improvement and salvation of the 
human kind ; and furnish a perféct and unerr- 
ing rule for the government of .our faith. and 
practice. -Systematick arrangement, however, 
more. especially in the doctrinal and preceptive 
parts, both of the old and new. testaments, ...is 
little regarded... With instructive facts, essen- 
tial truths and duties are interspersed... The 
same subjects are exhibited. in different con- 
nexions, and set before us in, a_ variety of 
lights ; that if overlooked or Neglected in one 
instance, they may seize and absorb the atten- 
tion in another. Paraliel pas | 
express the same sentiments, or describe. the 
same events, to give additional force and clear- 
ness to one another. ‘The dark and obscure 
are illustrated by the more perspicuous and 
lucid ;_ the bold and figurative by the...more 
plain and simple :_ and when both are. equally 
intelligible and obvious, each is rendered more 
impressive by the varied style and phraseology 
of the other, In connected arguments, many 
sentences occur, which, unless limited and 
explained by the scope and design of the wri- 
ter, will necessarily mislead the judgment, and 
generate errour. . Precepts, which now meet 
our eyes in the indefinite language of meta- ' 
phor, and seem to exact impossibilities, pres- 
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ent! ‘appear in a more literal dress, and thus 
fied, are divested of all the obscurity 
wiltich surrounded them at first sight, without 
‘losing ‘any part of the superiour energy, with 
‘which they then ‘struck the mind. - On this 
page, we find a sublime description of the 
‘promised ‘Messiah; on that, are detailed a 
‘series of transactions and facts, which evince 
its complete accomplishment in its time. 

But if we would go on from first princi- 
‘ples to the higher attamments of the divine 
‘life, a still more extensive knowledge of re- 
vealed truth must be sought. “To collect, 
compare, and apply the numerous and weighty 
lessons which are scattered through the sacred 
volume ; and, by this means, to give them 
‘their full effect upon our hearts and lives,. dili- 
‘gent attention and research are apparently ne- 
eessary. Not detached parts only, but the 
‘whole must be perused, and re-perused with 
care. Otherwise, though we may obtain what 
-we know to be commonly possessed in. chris- 
‘tian countries; a general and indistinct acquaint- 
“ance with the gracious economy, under which 
we are placed ; yet, for want of more correct 
and deep impressions of ‘<‘-the truth as it is in 
Jesus,” we shall be constantly liable to ** make 
| abn dh faith and 4 Good conscicnce id 
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te er from ““ the way of peace” by’ 


the ‘vicious propensities of our own hearts’; 
and ** carried about with every wind ‘of doe. 
trine, by the sleight of men, and Cunnirig: crafti-” 
ness, whereby they lie in wait to deceives’? 

As the best and only effectual’ oak: 
against these dangers, we are required ‘to’ be’ 
much conversant with the scriptures ; ‘atten: 
tively to examine, digest, and combine the seve- 
ral parts of the system they contain, and “‘ prove 
what. is that good, acceptable and perfect: will” 
of God.” For this purpose: all partialityand ” 
prejudice must be discarded, ‘the’ “Taw 
and the testimony”? are ul 


and cordially embraced, as red oly i infillible 
guide. | 

Content not yourselves, seelties uti a 
partial survey of the exhaustlessstheasurés: of” 
wisdom, which are laid opén to. your view >" 
but make ‘ the testimonies ‘ofithe! Lord. our: 
delight and ‘your counsellors.?? «i Aippeéal to: 
them, in all cases, not only as the highest: au- 
thority for your religious beliéf, but as “a 
lang to your’ feet, and a light to your path.’ A 
Suffer them always to speak their own ‘thean= > 
ing ; nor let prepossession or vice paver - 
obscure: it. Letandcil ort deve iMdeneterctin het 
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useful instructions, and often read and: ins 


template the practical rules which they pre- 
scribe for the government of your intentions 
and actions. Then shall ““youreyes be open- 
ed to beheld: wondrous things out of the di- 
vine le jw ;”? and whilst your apprehensions of 
thith, are caliieeted and enlarged, your knowl- 
edge and: love of duty shall be proportionably 
‘increased, 

Ii. ‘This, agreeably’ to the second divi- 
sion,of the subject, calls our atterition to the 
Bre cit of searching the scriptures.” 

; One salutary effect of this duty is the 
production and confirmation of faith in Christ. 
ieany to this effect is particularly spe- 
_ Cified in the words which succeed and enforce 
_ the caenanet to which our thoughts are di- 
“rected: »-* Search the scriptures ; for they 
‘are they ‘ ch h testify of me. °° "Phe prophets, 

x the ‘Jey ion, ** at ‘sundry 
“times, yor in diverse manners,” foretold the 

__ advent 2 and ministry of a glorious mediator be- 
“tween God'and man. Each, in his turn, de- 
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ed’som ‘Prominent feature of his charec- 
“deed din ebesaber of te pe 
‘his. birth. “"This® gave a’general account of 
his life ane actions ; that’ descend to partic- 
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dlars, and brought into view. the minute oc- 
currences, which were to mark his earthly pul 

grimage. Most ef them described the cir- 
cumstances and ends of hisdeath; and several, 

at least, predicted his resurrection from the 
grave, and ascension to heaven. 

The exact completion of these prophecies, 
in. the person of our Lord, is clearly demon- 
strated by the gospel history. tis immpossi- 
ble to compare the one with the other, with- 
out perceiving a coincidence, adapted to forcé 


conviction upon every candid mind. The 
artless narrative of the evangelists  necessai 


remits the attentive reader to the an’ tion: 

of those “‘ holy men of old, as Napa a 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” Whilst 
through a series of distant ages, he traces the 
progressive opening of a plan, early concerted 
for the redemption of a fallen world, till ‘ the 
fulness of time was come,” and the promised. 
Saviour appeared, he is inspired with grateful 


wonder, and believes, beyond a doubt, Mat 
*¢ this is indeed the Christ.?>.- é 


. Beside the evidence derived from this 
source,: ‘* the works, which the Fathen gave 

‘him to finish, bear witness of him, that. "ihe 
Father hath sent him : For no man ‘ould. dc 
the miracles which he did,.except God were 
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with him.” To him, who is habitually °¢ 
versant with his bible, these miracles, which 
occur in alinost every page of the new testa- 
ment, afford unequivocal and satisfactory proof 
of the divine original of the christian scheme. 
Nor is this all: The intrinsick excellence of 
the gospel code, the visible harmony of all its 
doctrines and laws, the unexampled purity of 
its morals, and the awful solemnity of its sanc- 
tions inspire him with the profoundest reve- 
rence for its gracious author; and constrain 
him to acknowledge, without hesitation or re- 
serve, ‘* that never man spake like this man.” 
Weighed in this balance, the most elevated 
maxims of pagan philosophy are found essen- 
tially wanting ; and the true and only cause of 
that ‘‘ pre-eminence in all things,’’ which. is 
peculiar to Jesus of Nazareth, is seen and re- 
cognised in the. divinity of his mission ‘‘.to 
_ seek and save that which was lost.” 

2. A distinct and comprehensive knowl- 
edge. of: duty is-also to be 6 ali by search. 
ing the scriptures, 

On whatever page we fis our ey es, they 
are met by instructions and commands, which 
transcend the noblest discoveries of unassisted 
reason, and fill the mind with exalted concep- 


tions. of the improvement and glory, for, which 
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‘man is formed. - These instructions and com- 
mands are presented in so many different forms, 
each imparting illustration and enforcement to 
others, that the most ordinary capacity can 
hardly fail of imbibing just sentiments of the 
nature and design of his being. ‘‘ The testi- 
monies of the Lord are’sure, making wise the 
simple.’? Those, who pay but a superficial 
attention to them, are known to have more 
correct and consistent views of religion and 
virtue, than the best informed moralists of the 
heathen world could boast. Certainly then, 
they, who not satisfied with the vague: and im- 
definite notions, obtained by a cursory peru- 
sal, ‘“‘ give themselves to reading ;” and 
‘meditate on these things,’? will not only 
‘*-understand more than the ancients,’ but 
‘* row daily ‘in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”” Un- 
hke others, who “ err, not knowing the scrip- 
tures,’ they are furnished with adequate rules 
for the direction of their conduct, in every sit- 
uation. When tempted to ‘turn aside to 
the right hand, or to the left,*? some appropri- 
ate imjunction, or example of inspiration re- 
curs to memory, with all the authority of a mt- 
raculous voice from heaven, saying, ‘‘ this is 
o 2 
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the way ; walk ye init. By reason of use, 
hex have their senses exercised to discern 
both good and evil.”* Their perception of 
moral excellence is quick and penetrating ; 
and they seldom hesitate in what manner they 
ought to choose and act. Not the abstract 
_precept only, but its exemplification, in the 
detail of numerous transactions, with which it 
is blended ; and by which its extent, when 
applied to actual life, is determined, ‘‘ teach 
and lead them in a plain path.” 

3. The same means, by which the under- 
standing is thus enlightened, tend also to sanc- 

tify the will and affections ; and to excite a 
cheerful and unreserved submission to the au- 
thority of heaven. 

‘¢ The law of the Lord is perfect, con- 
verting the soul :” It abounds with the most 
poweriul incentives to piety and virtue; in- 
centives, which, if duly understood and real- 
ized, would rouse the attention of the boldest 
transgressor, and impel him to “‘ flee from the 
wrath to come.”-. Thousands, who now 
‘< walk in the way of. their hearts, and in the 
sight of their eyes,” without ‘ considering 
that they do evil,” might be reclaimed from 

vice and foily, would they be persuaded to 
pause, and ‘* search the scriptures.’? ‘There 
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ghey would learn, that “for all these things 





~ God will bring them into judgment ;” that 
** he is of purer eye than to behold iniquity ;”’ 
and will ‘* by no means clear the guilty.” 
There too, to encourage their repentance and 
amendment, they would meet with ‘“ exceed- 
ing great and precious promises” to the re- 
turning penitent; and whilst they traced “the 
progress of others ‘‘ from darkness to light,” 
and explored the history of divine condescen- 
sion and grace, in the overtures of reconcilia- 
tion by Jesus Christ, they would discover the 
propriety and fitness of all his exactions, and 
be convinced that ‘‘ his yoke is easy, and his 
burden light.’? 

Such, to say the least, is the frequent re- 
sult of the process now described. By this 
process, many in every age of the church, have 
‘* purified ‘their souls,” and been “born again, 
not of corruptible seed, but of mcorruptible, 
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth 
forever.’? Every established christian ean tes- 
tify, that for his first impressions of serious- 
ness, he is greatly indebted to his bible, and 
that by its daily perusal and contemplation, 
he still continues to derive no inconsiderable 
part of that information and excitement, by 
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which he is led to “* walk worthy the vocation 
wherewith he is called.” 

4. To these inestimable advantages, it 
may be added, that searching the scriptures 
tends to soothe the mind under the numerous 
disappointments, sufferings, and sorrows of life. 

‘¢ ‘Whatsoever things were written afore- 
time, were written for our learning, that we, 
through: patience and comfort of the scriptures, 
might have hope.”? Here we are provided 
with cordials, suited to our condition, and 
adequate to our support,.in the day of calam- 
ity ; cordials, abundantly capable of adminis- 
tering relief to the aching’ heart, and compo- 
sure to the agitated spirits. ‘The tender mer- 
cy of our heavenly Father is displayed, not 
only in-the animating assurances of sufficient 
grace to those who “ cast their burdens on 
the Lord,’? but in the actual communication 
of this grace to many of his ancient afflicted 
servants.. Here, moreover, is clearly revealed 
the benevolent design of divine chastisements ; 
and. here we are taught the practicability of 
transforming present pain to future pleasure, 
and momentary grief to immortal joy. 

At once consoled and quickened by ad- 
verting: to these promises, examples, and coun- 
sels, not only the glorious company of mar- 
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tyrs, ‘but innumerable. others, in stations too 
obscure to be known to fame, have : ‘“rejoiced 
in tribulation,” and “‘:reckoned. the sufferings 
of this present time not worthy to be compar- 
ed with the glory to’be revealed in. them.” 
Contrasted to these. benefits, how forlorn is 
the state of those, who, ignorant of. the book 
of God, have no resource in adversity | With- 
out one cheering word to direct their dubious 
steps, and enliven their dreary prospects, they 
fall a hopeless prey to sullen despondency, or 
passionate repinings ! 

HI. May this contrast prepare our minds 
to attend, thirdly, to the obligation of search- 
ing the scriptures. 

The lightof siature. “ points out an here- 
after, and. intimates eternity to man.”’ It has 
been the preyailing opinion in every period 
and. region of the earth, not only that the soul 
is. to exist beyond the grave, but is there to 
be rewarded or punished, ‘‘ according to the 
deeds done in the body.’? . This. opinion. be- 
ing once conceded, it follows by fair deduc- 
tion, that no temporal interest-can be of equal 
moment with the. welfare of our immortal 
part. , It therefore. becomes a question: of the 
first concern to all, ‘* what they shall do te:be 
saved : 922 
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Now the bible professes to solve this in- 
quiry,,and to ‘‘ teach the way of God in 
truth.” Inevery age of the church, not a 
few, who were second to.none in talent, learn- 
ing, and. virtue, have studied and received it 
with a reverence, to which nothing short of a 
special revelation from heaven is entitled. 
Some respect is undeniably due to their de 
cision and example ;_ but still more to the m- 
herent importance of the subject. This alone 
entitles it to a serious, deliberate, and unbiassed 
examination. I say then, 

1. That though we even doubted the ve- 
racity of the scriptures, the same prudence, 
which is commonly practised, and always ap- 
proved in other cases, would require us thor- 
oughly to investigate their contents, and ascer- 
tain the grounds of their claim to our assent 
and: obedience. 

In other cases, when any thing is proposed 
and recommended, as tending to meliorate our 
condition, though it be the result of mere con- 
jecture, and afford but a slender prospect of 
the desired effect, we bring it to the test of 
reason; and if the principle appear well found- 
ed, we scruple not to make experiment of its 
Operation. And is religion only of such tri- 
fling consequence, asto be unworthy our atten- 
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tion ? Is our everlasting happiness so much 
inferiour to the fleeting gratifications of the’ 
world, that we may innocently shut our eyes 
against whatever pretends to give us explicit 
directions. for its attainment ? If not, how 
can we justify the conduct of these, who re- 
ject and condemn the gospel unheard ; who, 
instead of analyzing its instructions and proofs 
for themselves, repese a blind confidence im 
the sophistical representations of its rancorous 
enemies ? ignorance has sometimes been said 
to be the mother of devotion ; but the ‘asser- 
tion is incorrect : Ignorance: is the mother of 
infidelity. . A great part of the boasted philos- 
ophers, who affect to despise christianity, are 
unacquainted, with the evidence by which it 
is supported, and, literally, “ speak evil of 
things which they understand not.”? "Were 
this Siiortinbe unavoidable, it might be excus- 
ed ; but since it evidently originates inchoice, 
it cannot be guiltless. “ This,” therefore, 
‘is the condemnation, that light has’come 
into the world, and men love darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds are evil. For 
every one that doth evil hateth the light, nei- 
ther cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved.”? 
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jorbo reason with persons of this description: 
would be labour lost. ‘Their passions, or 
rather their vices, dictate their creed. With 
them the primary question -is not, ‘“ what is 
truth,?’? but what is accommodated to their 
favourite indulgencies and pursuits ? Aware, 
that: the word. of God requires habitual purity 
of,-heart and iife, and that the admission of its 
divine authority would fix upon them the 
charge. of inconsistency and guilt, they are 
pre-determined to treat it in the same manner, 
as the ancient Jews did the baptism of John ; 
and,.atrall hazards, to dispute its descent from 
heayen !. 

Were they: not actuated by these criminal 
motives, could they be inattentive and indiffe- 
rent to that holy. book which is offered to their 
inspection? ‘The blessings it promises are in- 
teresting, m the highest degree, to every indi- 
vidual’ of the human race. What can be 
more so, than the forgiveness, protection, and 
presence of Jehovah ? ‘‘ ‘This is a consumma- 
tion devoutly to be wished ;”’ and wished it 
must be by every considerate mind, whatever 
uneertainty may be suspected or felt about the 
fact. EXvery considerate mind will, of course, 
be solicitous to ‘‘ know of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God :”” Nor will any intenseness of 
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study be thought tomdear a purchase for so 
necessary a discovery. » The ion probability, 
er even possibility of beimg assured, on what 
terms salvation may be obtained, would ren- 
der it our indispensable duty to ‘‘ search the 
scriptures daily, whether these things are so?” 

This, however, is not the light, in which 
the subject is beheld by us. We have neither 
cause nor pretext for unbelief. Few among 
us have any serious distrust of the truth and 
divinity of the gospel. The levity, with which 
it isso often treated by the unreflecting, is 
generally foreign to the real sentiments of their 
hearts. In the hour of retwrement, especially 
when solemnized by some awakening event 
of providence, conscience severely reproves 
their presumptuous folly, and compels them to 
feel and acknowledge, that no other “‘ door of 
hope” is open to mortals. This impression 
being repeatedly found in the most heedless 
~ and vicious minds, there cam be no doubt of 
its existence in others: Jt is indeed generally 
professed and claimed. 

Hence, 2. The obligation, for which we 
contend, reeeives additional enforcement. 

We, my brethren, ‘believe the scriptures 
to be the word, notefguan, but of Ged; ads 
Ne. 3. y 
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airessed to us;'in common with the rest of our 
species ; and designed to point out the dan- 
gers of our condition, and *‘ lead us in the 
way: everlasting.”?. Are we not then bound by 
every. consideration of gratitude, duty, and in- 
terest, diligently to ‘‘ inquire concerning the 
words of this book ?” 
Were the civil power to issue a proclama- 
tion, on a compliance with the demands of 
which our lives, our liberty, or our property 
depended ; or were .an earthly benefactor to 
bequeath us an estate, on certain conditions to 
be performed»by us, how ‘eager would be our 
desires, and’ how indefatigable our endeavours 
_ to. comprehend the meaning of every part ? 
But what isa proclamation connected with the 
fleeting interests, or a bequest of the perishable 
possessions of time, when put in competition 
_ with the “ glad tidings*of great joy,” which 
the gospel:contains ? Can any human lawgiver 
challenge a degree of deference to be compar- 
ed to that which we owe to ‘‘ the blessed and 
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords.” Can any human testator have e- 
qual claims to our affectionate remembrance, 
with him, “ who is the mediator of the new 
testament, that by meags of death for the re- 


demption of transgressions, that were under 
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the first testament, they that are called might 
receive the promise of eternal: mheritance ?” 
What then is the: language of neglecting those 
messages of grace, which announce ‘* peace 
on earth and. good will to men?” Is it: not 
virtually saying to the Almighty, ‘* depart 
from us, for we desire not the knowledge of 
thy ways??? Is it not declaring of that Saviour, 
who is ‘‘ exalted to give repentance and re- 
mission of sins,”? “ we will not have this man 
to reign over us 2?” ‘* And thinkest thou ‘this, 
O man,” who art thus ‘ willingly ignorant’? 
of a subject, the unspeakable:importance «of 
which thy conscience and ‘tongue recognize, 
‘¢ thinkest thou this, that thou shalt escape the 
righteous judgment of God ?. Be not deceiv- 
ed ; God is not mocked: Out of thine own 
mouth will he judge thee.” 

To avoid this deplorable doom, © let us 


~ « set our hearts to all the words,” which they 


volume of holy writ ‘* testifies: among “us, 
that we may learn to fear the Lord our God.” 
Allege not the want of time for the purpose. 

This,, however common, is a vain and ground- 
less pretence. For to say nothing of persons” 
in easy circumstances, who have abundant’ 
leisure for reading and meditation, and»are® 
therefore confessedly without excuse, if they 
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fil to improve in knowledge and purity, they, 
who are destined to daily labour, have suffi- 
cient opportunities to explore the oracles of 
heaven. None is so incessantly occupied by 
business, or perplexed by care, as not to have 
Many’ intervals of repose, and even amuse- 
ment. Now, if only a part of these intervals 
could be devoted to religious study, what a 
fund of information, relative to the dignity and 
glory of our nature, might be gained! What 
a variety of incentives to piety and virtue 
might be discovered, and called into action ! 
Beside these ordinary occasions, which may 
and ought to be improved, every seventh day 
is graciously consecrated to the office of 
‘‘ seeking aright way for us and our little 
ones.” ’ 
To all this may be added, that the scrip- 
_ tures are written in a style adapted to every ca- 
pacity. It requires no uncommon intenseness 
of thought to understand all that is necessary for 
us to believe and practise. ‘The great, and m- 
deed the only essential, is a sincere desire to 
know and de the will of God. Hf with this 
qualification we open and peruse our bibles, 
when convenience will permit, we shall find 
no difficulty im imprinting on our minds those 
views Of the divine character and counsels, 
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and those rules for the government of our- 
selves, which constitute the best security of our 
virtue and happiness. Let us, therefore, ven- 
erate the word of truth as the charter of our 
salvation, and we shall be at no loss for time 
to inspect its divine institutions, until they be- 
come familiar to our’minds, and shed a benign 
influence upon the whole series of our inten- 
tions and actions; till no longer misled by 
indistinct conceptions of our duty and desti- 
nation, we are ‘‘ filled with spiritual under- 
standing,”? and become ‘‘ neither barren, nor 
unfruitful in knowledge of our Lord and Sa-- 
viour Jesus Christ,” 





SERMON VIII. 


Seal 


ON RELIGIOUS CONVERSATION. 


comme 


SPHESIANS iv. 29. 


gat Ho corrupt communication firoceed out of your 
“mouth, but that whichis good to the use of edifying, 
that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 


SPEECH holds a distinguished rank a- 
mong the faculties of our nature. This is the 
medium of that social intercourse, whence re- 
sult the most refined and rational pleasures of 
fe. Were we denied the power of commu- 
nicating our sentiments and wishes to each 
other; of dividing our joys and sorrows, in 
the reciprocation of friendship and sympathy, 
“how cheerless and insipid would be our state ! 

Alike ignorant of the discoveries and views of 
~ those around us, mutual confidence would be 
banished from the earth ; and many sources 
of information and comfort, which now illu- 
mine our path, and gladden our hearts, would 
be inaccessible. to mortals. 
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But the benefits of language are not con- 
fined to the present world. It bears an aspect 
on our future destiny, and is designed, by the 
benevolent author of our existence, to facili- 
tate the knowledge and practice of the duties 
incumbent on us, as candidates for eternity. 
By this means, we are enabled to celebrate the 
wonders of creation, providence, and redemp- 
tion ; and to enkindle, both in ourselves. and 
others, that love to God’ and man, which ‘* is 
the fulfilling of the law.” The sacred writers 
accordingly insist much on the due govern- 
ment of the tongue. David declares, ‘‘ I am 
purposed, that my mouth shall not transgress ;”? 
James asserts, “ If any man offend not in 
word, the same is a perfect man, and able alse 
to bridle the whole body ;”’ and, on the same 
principle, Paul exhorts, ‘‘ Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your mouth, 
but that which is good to the use of edifying, 
that it may minister grace unto.the hearers.” —__ 

Under the article of ‘* corrupt comminnica- 
tions,” may be comprised, not only that inde- 
cent jesting, which pollutes the lips of the li- 
centious, and these blasphemous imprecations, 
which heighten the depravity of the impious, 

but all other expressions and phrases, which 
counteract the holy simplicity of the gospel. 
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Every thing of this kind‘is forbidden; anda 

_ Style of inoffensive discourse enjoined, tend- 
_ ing, while it improves and confirms our ‘own 
virtue, to conciliate the attention, and excite 
the activity of others. 

The apostle pre-supposes, that conversa- 
tion has a powerful influence in forming our 
character ; and, on this ground, urges the 
importance of making-it uniformly subservient 
to the purposes of religion and morality. A 
distinct consideration of these two particulars 
will give us possession of the useful instruc- 
tion, conveyed in the text, and furnish’ those 
directions which, at -once, encourage and as- 
sist obedience. 

I. That conversation bes a powerful in- 
fluence in forming our character, must be ap- 

| parent to every one, accustomed to. observe 
~ the operations of his mind, or the progress of 
| hisactions. Thoughts, confined to our own 
bosoms, are seldom ‘uniform and vigorous in 
= their effects; but. when imparted to others, 
_ and aided by discussion, they collect astonish- 
| ing strength, and stimulate correspondent ex- 
 ertions. We consider ourselves bound to 
§ support and exemplify principles which. we 
) have once. espoused, . lest we should incur the 


| imputation of absurdity.. The act of divulg- 
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sae di otal interest in their reputa- 
tion and success, to which we should other- 
wise be strangers. Besides, that which occu- 
pies our tongues and receives our applause, im — 
eompany, naturally engrosses our meditations © 
in retirement; and, thus rendered more 
familiar and agreeable, we at length feel 
ourselves no less disposed, than pledged, to 
conduct ourselves accordingly. At the same 
time, there is a re-action from the voice of 
concurrence, which inspires a zeal and alacrity, 
to be acquired in no other way 3 and contri- 
butes much to establish our opinions, and di- 
rect our pursuits. ‘* Asiron sharpeneth iron, 
soa man sharpeneth the countenance of" his 
friend.” Hence, sentiments, incidentally ex. _ 
pressed at first, not unfrequently gain a com. 
plete ascendency over the mind, and give com. 
plexion to the whole character. “It is no lon. 
ger the impulse of a moment, which gives them 
utterance: They have imperceptibly conciliated 
the affections, and, ‘ out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth now speaketh. min 

The preceding remarks apply indiscrim. 
inately to every species of conversation, whe- 
ther virtuous or vicious. But to be more par» 
ticular: ‘The péetson} whd gives indulgence 
ta indecent levities of speech; puts*his‘éternal: © 
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all at hazard. For a while, he may blush at 
the allusive filthiness which falls from his lips. 
Encouraged, however, by the approbation of 
dissolute companions, he soon mistakes. obsce- 
nity for wit, and proceeds with increasing ef- 
frontery,.till, by dwelling on images of impu- 
rity, ** even his mind and censcience are de- 

filed ;”? and he not only offends every chaste 
ear by his discourse, but, ‘‘ being past feeling, 
gives himself over unto lasciviousness, to 
work all uncleanness with greediness.”’ 

The person, who presumes to trifle with 
sacred things, though he begins with fear and, 
trembling, gradually loses the restraints of re-: 
ligion, and becomes intlifferent and averse to 
its duties. Nothing, indeed, which we are 
accustomed to make the subject or instrument 
of ridicule, can receive the homage of our 
hearts. Who will be improved by reading or 
hearing texts of scripture, which he has recently 
perverted from their original design to the 
purposes of merriment and witticism ? The 
ludicrous assemblage of ideas, with which 
he has dared to blend them, spontaneously re- 
curs to memory, and destroys their salutary 
effects.‘ Becoming vain in his imagination, 
his foolish heart is darkened.” As if laugh- 
ter and mirth were'the end of his being, and 
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paramount to the most solemn. obligations, 
both the injunctions of holy writ, and the coun- 

sels of pious friendship, are treated with habit- 

ual derision ; and neither argument nor per- 

suasioh’can arrest his'serious attention. Alike 

insensible to the dictates of reason and scrip- 

ture, he is ** taken captive of the deceiver at 
his will,” and heedlessly ‘‘ treasures up wrath 
against the day of wrath, and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God.” 

The person, who adopts the language of 
impiety and prophaneness, has commenced a 
career destructive of that veneration for the at- 
tributes and authority of Jehovah, which is 
the fundamental principle of religious obedi- 
ence, and the only effectual defence against 
** presumptuous sins.”? Whilst he calls his 
maker to witness, on every trivial occasion, 
what security can he give for the truth of his 
testimony, even in a court of justice? And 
should passion or interest prompt, what could 
preserve himn from absolute perjury ?.. Whilst 
he unfeelingly imprecates the vengeance of 
heaven upon all who incur bis displeasure, who 
can safely confide in his humanity ? May not 
the same disposition, in the indulgence of 
which ‘he so readily execrates his fellow- 
impel him to deeds of irreparable outrage ? 
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Certo itis, that be has ‘¢ no fear of God be- 
fore his.eyes,’’ and is, therefore, accessible to 
every temptation. 

The person, who falls into the degrading 
practice of calumny, necessarily contracts a 
malignity of temper and manners, equally hos- 
tile to the peace of society, and incompatible 
~ avith that love which “ worketh no ill to his 
neighbour.” Between taking pleasure in the 
mortification and disturbance of those around 
us, and the actual commission of injustice, 
fraud, and falsehood, there is but a single step ; 
a step by which thousands have plunged them. ’ 
selves into atrocious guilt, and precluded the 
prospect, if not the possibility of their amend. 
ment and salvation. 

From the baneful influence of ‘ corrupt 
communication,” let us turn to ‘* that which 
is good to the use of edifying.”” This, too, 
yields its appropriate fruits. Toregulate our 
conversation by the gospel of Christ ; and, not 
only to avoid those abuses of speech, which 
_ tend to strengthen the vicious propensities of 
our nature, but to embrace every favourable 
opportunity to introduce subjects, calculated 
to disclose the beauty of a holy life, will great- 
ly assist our progress in the service of God. 
‘Even the negative virtue of abstaining from 
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defiiing language, will serve to eradicate defiling, 
imaginations from ourhearts. Irregular passions 
are often inflamed by the agency of the tongue; 
which, when so. employed, is indeed ‘* a fire,’’ as 
well as ‘‘ a world of iniquity.” ‘Though not ex- 
tinguished, their lawless rage is abated by si- 
lence. If, therefore, refusing so much as to name 
subjects, adapted to excite criminal emotions in 
the mind, we “ consider one another, to provoke 
unto love and good works,” the unholy flame of 
sinful desire will subside, and the purest affections 
be enkindled in our bosoms ; affections, produc- 
tive of continual umprovements in piety and yir- 
tue. By pleading the cause of truth and right- 
eousness, and endeavouring, ‘* by sound doctrine 
to convince gainsayers,’’ our own faith will be in- 
creased and confirmed. By ‘‘reproving the un- 
fruitful works of darkness,’? and, in no case, ‘* suf- 
fering sin upon a brother,’’ our personal integrity 
ay be guarded, We shall be constrained not 

‘ allow ourselves in the thing which we cons 
Pita in others. By taking ‘‘ sweet counsel 
together,’ and dilating with mutual. satisfaction, 
and harmonious agreement, on the wisdom and 
grace of the christian scheme, with the; various 
obligations it infers, our apprehensions of the,di- 
vine. character and government will be enlarged, 

NO. 3. Q 


J ; 
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- Qur gratitude to God and Christ awakened, our 
perception of duty enlivened, and our attachment 
to“ the things that are excellent” invigorated. 
By intermingling serious observations. with our 
common discourse, and taking a devout notice 
ef the numerous. incidents and objects, which 
daily offer us moral instruction, an habitual sense 
of religion will be engraven on our hearts; and 
we shall be encouraged to act under the 
prevailing influence of its laws. Thus edified 
ourselves, we shall .contribute, at the same time, 
to the edification.of surrounding brethren : For, 
to adopt the words of another,* ‘‘ in whatever 
we set ourselves to learn’’ or practise, ‘‘ partner- 
ship, jomt. advice, mutual incitement, imitation, 
and. emulation, if there be room for it, have un- 
speakable force.” 

IL, Hence appears, secondly, the great im- 
portance of making our conversation uniformly 
conducive to the purposes of religion and mo- 

. Asa science only, christianity claims pro- 
found attention, and may well employ our thoughts 
and tongues. It discloses a, comprehensive, con- 
nected system of truth, compared to which, the 


brightest. discoveries of reason and philosophy 
lose their lustre; and the ordinary themes of 


* Archbishop Secker. 
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discourse appear-totally insignificant. But when 
we consider its august- design ;- the obligations, 
it inculeates, the hopes it inspires,.and the glory 
it brings to.light, neither the duty, nor the utility 
of holding frequent converse on its doctrines and 
laws can be denied.. To ‘ talk of them, when 
we sit in the house, and when we walk by the 
way 5 when we lie down, and when we rise up,”? 
is not only becoming, but necessary to establish 
our faith, andléxcite our obedience. 

We have dlfeady seen, that subjects, which 
we seldom or never mention. to others, soon fall 
ito oblivion. To this origin may be traced a 
great part of the ignorance and vice, which pre- 
vail in the world. ‘Terrified by the apprehension. . 
of ridicule from the unreflecting, many are ‘* a: 
shamed of the gospel of Christ,” and stifle im six 
lenee every serious impression. There are few, 
perhaps, even among the most profligate, who, 
at some period of their lives, have not had con- 
victions, tlie explicit avowal of which might have 
banished seducers from their presence, and pro- 
cured them such counsellors, as would have eh- 
sured their conversion. 

By a criminal defitiency im this respect, évetr. 
the virtuous too often fail of many improvements | 
and‘comforts, to’ which they might otherwise: at: 
tain. Neglecting the daily,interchange of advice, 


a 
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admonition, and reproof, they become indifferent 
in their feelings ;. their zeal insensibly: abates ; 
and though they may not ‘ draw back to perdi- 
tion,” their progress in knowledge and holiness 
is hardly perceived. 

In temporal affairs, we consult our friends, 
and express our opinions and wishes, without 
reserve. Nor is our labour lost. We, in most 
eases, obtain the information, assistance, and -en- 
couragement, which we seck. » @fien are our 
doubts remoyed, our fears dimmished, our hopes 
revived, and our industry quickened, in the pur- 
suits of this life, by the cheering voice of friend- 
ship. Do we need less support in quest of ‘ the 
true riches,” than in prosecution of the transient 
interests of time ?. Or is the welfare of the. body 
more important than the salvation .of the soul ? 
Or have we greater cause to be,ashamed of “‘ that 
good part, which can neyer be taken away from 

us,?? than-of, our regard to the perishable posses- 
sions and enjoyments,, which earth affords 2? If 
not.; for your consciences have already given a 
negative answer, why should we negleet the,use, 
of means, so visibly calculated. to animate and 
embolden. us to ‘‘ ryn with patience the race set 
beforeus ??? Were we to speak of spiritual things 
with the same unaffected freedom and alacrity, 
with which we confer together on sublunaty con- 








sive Weald be enya pier fe wa the fe: 
lowship’ of steiéty: acl ébitipitiy’ wotrd be 
céiné @ school of iristhiction, and Whitst know! 
edge and virtue were mutually cherished, mutiak 
comfort, hope, afid joy Would be the ‘hay ppy reéstilt: 

Under the impression Of this trath, it is equally 

dstouishing and paiiiful to observe, with what in- 
pene and "ith aversion, réligion’ is Com- 
monly treated. In many cirtlés, otherwise fall 
of life’ and spirit, a’ sérious remark, however nat- 
urally interposed, producés anh instantanéous: 
gloom: upon every countenance, andl’ seals éver¥ 
mouth in the profoundeést silence! “With down: 
éast looks of uneasiness, which’an imfnodest in- 
sinuation, of a ptofané expression would hardly 
occasion, all studiously avoid’ réply, ‘and wait, 
with manifest impatience, for a pretext to-resumeé - 
tHé fOrmier topick, dr introdace sore othér, de“ 
fachéd from the irksome thought of God and. 
duity ! No’ sooner is'this object gained, than vi- 
vicity brightens every face, and unlooses’ every 
tongue !' Restored to'tliei# accustomed atid’ fa- 
vourite élement, they again ufiite in the loqua- 
cious reciprocation of trifles, and seem to felici- 
tate themselves in’ their deliverance from the in- 
trusion of reflexions, which bring into view the 
popes np and end ‘of their being’? ,” 

q 
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Are such feelings and conduct consistent with 
the dignity of our reasonable nature ?- What more 
noble employment can be conceived, than to ex- 
plore the character and will of our heavenly Fa- 
ther ;  ‘¢ make mention of his loving-kindness, 
and talk of his wondrous works ?” 

. Formed for immortality, and destined to 
a future state of. retribution, religion is our 
highest glory, and ought to be our chief delight. 

Shall. we. then cherish aversion to its language, 
and imagine it unfriendly to our social enjoyment ? 
Its tendency to purify and exalt the soul, if duly 
realized, would overcome this criminal aversion, 
and render us both solicitous and communicative 
» respecting; ‘‘ the things, which belong to our 
everlasting peace.’? Had we just apprehensions 
of the prize, for which we are called to contend, 

we should invariably direct our words, as well as 
actions to its attainment. Not that we are re- 
quired to confine our conversation exclusively to 
- geligious subjects. _‘‘ To every thing there is a 
season, anda time for every purpose under the 
“heaven.” _The, business, cares, and interests of 
this life demand a portion of our attention ; .and 
of these we may innocently converse. Nor are 
we denied the relaxation, which the harmless ex- 
cursions of wit, humour, and fancy afford. These, 


on proper occasions, and within. proper limits, 






may, at once, enliven a social hour, and prepare 
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us for renewed. alertness, activity; and)agal, id 
the service both of God and man. Everything 
of the kind, however, must be. subordinated, to 
christian prineiples, and never suffered, either to 
counteract or preclude. remarks, adapted to en- 
lighten the understanding and inaprove the heart. 
Here the directions, with which we proposed 
to conclude, invite our consideration. . . 
_ 1. The first step toward a ooumentnn. 
tending to form us to the christian - character, is 
to avoid all profane and indecent language... Surs 
rounded by the gay and thoughtless, we. are in 
frequent danger of falling into levities,.inconsis- 
tent with that ‘ sound,speech, which.cannot be. 
condemned.’? . When.the spirits are exhilarated 
by- scenes and subjects of mirth, our sympathy 
may rise to an undue degree, and betray .us into 
those ‘‘ idle words,” which necessarily. produce 
a temporary, if not a permanent disrelish for. the 
sentiments of piety. . Where is the person, who 
has never been thus surprised into transgression 2 
Where is even the true disciple. of Christ, who re- 
collects no instance, in which, by unguarded com- 
pliances of this kind, he has ‘‘ given, occasion to 
the enemies. ofthe Lord to blaspheme,” .and 
‘¢ pierced himself through with many serrows 2% 
, The most effectual method of escaping these 
excesses would be, to avoid all. intercourse with 












iss 


the Ieentious and vain ; 4 method, which; to the 
exterit 6f our power, we are bound to adopt. Its 
éémplete adoption, However, is impracticable ; 
for then we mist needs go oft of thé world.” 
It; theréforé, behoves us fo resolve with David, 

of old, to © keep out mouth with a bridle, when 
the wicked is before us.’” Wher placed in sit- 
uations, where prudetice requires us to “ hold 
our peace, ever? from good,” it is especially in- 
éumibent on fs to redouble our vigilance, lést we 
be tempted to the utterance of evil. Otherwise, 
thovigh we may~-sometimes presume to borrow 
the style of seriousness, it willbe to little pur- 
pose. Defiled and disgraced by “ corrupt cott: 
rhimication,”” our own hearts will be uristiscepti- 
Ble of'virtubis impressions ; and; far from “ mif- 

istériti grace’ to the hearers,” we shall oily pro- 
Voke® tlie’ ittiputation of hypocrisy. << If any 
than ‘atriénie’ you seemto be religious; arid bridleth 
riot’ his*tongue, this man’s religion is vain.”” But 
by'a'steadfast adierétice’ t6 tlie course, rétottt- 
mended in the’ text, we'shall be’ induced, as op- 

portunities” preserit, to espouse the caise of 
tYutlii’ “Fhe infltience of our conversation, whe- 
ter wedilate on the doctrines or precepts of rev- 
lation, willbe felt both by ourselves: and others. 

- 2. A’ second direction relates'to the discreet 
tietiner of discharging this obligation. 
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_ «There is a:pedantry in.religion, as well: as 
in. knowledge, into. which minds, that are. thor- 
oughly enlightened, will not be apt to fall... The 
affected use of technical terms pon.scientifick - 
subjects is generally considered as savouring more . 
vanity than knowledge; yet some worthy peo- 
ple make. it a matter of conscience to: interlard 
their conversation. with.a sort of technical piety, 
which, by exciting disgust or ridicule,:is pros 
ductive of the worst effects.’’... Neither the pe- 
culiar phraseology, .northe peculiar tenets of a fae, — 
vourite sect can be introduced, with advantage to,, 
the cause of practical. christianity, except among 
inmates of the same communion, whose opinions. _ 
and views exactly coincide... To others, they. 
‘* minister, questions, rather than godly. edily- 
ing ;” and, by irritating. the passions, serve to 
destroy that ‘‘ charity which is the bond.of per-. _ 
fectness,”’ and generate mutual distrust, animos-.. § 
ity, and.censure. 

Nearly allied to this errour, and: often found . 
— in the same person, is a disposition to insist much , 
on our personal attainments and prospects. .“* True, 
piety affects no unnecessary exposure ;. its voice 
is not heard. in the street ;. it does not sounda. 
trumpet before it ;_ the left hand knows, not wltles 
the right hand doth.”? : 


vba : 
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In. the bosom of confidential friendship, to 
which our sincerity is previously known,ave may 
safely and. profitably repose the religious exer- 
cises of our own minds ; but to communicate 
these, without regard to time, place, and com. 
pany, would be highly improper... In our gene- — 
tal coramerce with mankind,. it should. be. our 
principal. endeavour to ‘‘ abstain from all appear- 
ance of evil,’’ and to.‘ show, out of a good con- 
versation, our works with meeckness of wisdom.”? 
‘Fhe various phenomena of nature, the conduct 
of divine providence, and the incidents ef human 
hfe. furnish.topicks of perpetual imstructien and. 
incitement. ‘Lo avail ourselves of these topicks,. 
and apply them to our mutual edification, is the 
great object of christian-converse. Seldom are 
we called tolong and laboured discussions. Con- 
cise remarks, seasonably interposed, are more 
frequently needful ; better adapted te the free- 
dom. of social interview, and more likely to me- 
ltorate the heart. ‘* A. sudden glance,” says 
the pious Dr. Doddridge, ‘a sudden glance of 
thought towards God in the. midst of the world, is 
often a great refreshment to the christian ; and a 
sudden turn to something serious and spiritual in 
conversation, is frequently very-edifying to others, 
It strikes the.memory and the heart ; and is, per. 
haps, as a nail fixed.in a sure .place, when many 
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-a solemn admonition, and many anvehabsorate ser- 
mon is lost.” 


3. This leads'to a third directions tending to 
illustrate the extent of christian conversation: 
We are apt. to confine religion to periods and 
places, solemnly consecrated to its exercise ; and 
to consider its duties, as distinct from the 
nary concerns of the world. ‘ There are sive 
from whom better things might be expected, who 
seem to imagine it a kind: of prefanation to inter- 
mix serious observations with their common dis- 
course, though, on special occasions, they dis- 
cever no aversion to them. But can any ‘sub- 
stitute be offered for that daily sobriety of lan« 
guage, which the gespel tequires ? With what- 
ever eloquence or zeal we may sometimes speak 
for God, if, among those with whom we aré most 
intimately aad frequently associated, we neglect 
to’ govern our tongues by the law of kindness, 
and devotion, “‘ we are nothing:’”? Here, our 
true character unfolds itself; and, here, our 
hearts are seen. Here too, or‘no where, the des 
sien of our creation must be ‘answered. 

Subjects, which interest our feelings, will, of 
course, attract our attention; andthough we miay” 
not dwell upon them incessantly ; yet when any 
occurrence or suggestion brings them into view, 
we are no longer silent; but Speak our senti-' 
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ments and wishes, without reserve. Cherishing 
a just sense of religion, let us treat it according- 
ly, and never-be ‘* ashamed of Christ and _ his 
words before men.”’ 

This duty is enforced by its tendency to otr 
improvement in virtue and holiness; to which 
y be added, the more awful motive of a-retri- 
bution to come. ‘‘ Every idle word that men 
shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the 
day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt 
be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be con- 
demned.”’ 

‘* Seeing we know these things before, what 
manner of persons ought we to be in all holy con- 
versation atid godliness ?’’ Rejecting every li- 
centious thought and expression, let us, there. 
fore, ‘‘ exhort one another daily, and so much 
the more, as we see the day approaching.’? Then 
shall be brought to pass the saying, recorded for 
' our encouragement, {‘ ‘They that feared the Lord 
spake often one (o another ;, and the Lord heark- 
ened and heard it: and a book of remembrance 
Was written for them that feared the Lord, and 
thought on his name. And they shail be mine, 
saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make 
up my jewels ;. and I will spare them, as a man 
spareth his.own son that serveth him.” 


B44 



















